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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


JLLUSTRATIONS are given of the prize-winning designs in 
“ The Builder” low-cost housing competition. p. 267 


MR. WALLACE HARRISON, Architect in Chief to U.N. 
Headquarters, described the planning and construction of the 
U.N. Secretariat building, New York, at Tuesday's meeting 
of the R.I.B.A. p. 289 


SPEAKING in the Defence debate in the House of Commons 
on February 15, Mr. Gaitskell, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
said there might be some interference with the completion of 
local housing programmes, but it was not the Government’s 
intention to reduce the housing programme as a whole. They 
would do everything they could to maintain the present rate of 
building of roughly 200,000 houses a year. p. 296 


INAN INAUGURAL ADDRESS to the Council of the L.M.B.A. 
last week, Mr. Dudley F. Cox, the new President, outlined 
some of the problems to which he proposed to devote special 
attention during his year of office. p. 297 





HOUSING COSTS AND RENTS 


THE problem of housing the many families whose names 

figure on the heusing lists of every housing authority in 
the country is probably the most urgent and pressing task 
which faces local government to-day. Mr. Gaitskell’s announce- 
ment on Thursday of last week that it was not proposed to cut 
the housing programme has therefore been heard with much 
relief; we can expect the number of houses projected and built 
next year not to fall much below the 200,000 mark which the 
Government has pledged. 

With the impact of defence building, estimated at 10 per cent., 
it is clear that labour and materials must be made to go further 
if this level is to be maintained, and it is therefore with added 
pleasure that we publish the results of the competition for 
low-cost housing which has been organised by The Builder. 

The invitation to take part in this competition has produced 
322 designs, all of which are at present on public exhibition, by 
courtesy of the London County Council, in County Hall, S.E.1, 
until to-morrow (February 24). The amount of research under- 
taken and the qualities of imagination and technical skill shown 
by so many of the architect competitors constitute, it is thought, 
a contribution on the technical plane to the problem of low- 
cost housing of which the architectural profession may be justly 
proud. 3 
The history of post-war housing in Great Britain has been 
tinged all too deeply, with political beliefs. Housing and politics, 
as many feel, should not be in conflict; housing essentially is a 
technical matter, and it is on a technical basis solely that the 
promoters of this competition, the assessors and the com- 
petitors, have carried it through. Briefly, it was suggested to 
competitors that, while the Housing Manual, 1949, might be 
looked to as a yardstick, they should attempt in their solutions 
to provide comfort in living, constructional stability and general 
amenity at a capital cost which would enable a net rental within 
the means of the average working-class family. 

An intensive examination of all the designs has shown, in the 
words of the assessors, that “ given the cost of labour and 


materials prevailing at January 1, 1951, it is feasible to build 
within a terrace in an urban district a good-looking house 
containing three bedrooms and otherwise providing efficient 
and comfortable accommodation for a family of five persons 
at a cost not exceeding £1,000." The winning design, indeed, 
shows such a house capable of being built in numbers at £950 
and let at a net rental (inclusive of subsidies but exclusive of 
rates and supervision) of 11s. 3d. per week. The authors of the 
design placed first, furthermore, possess a signed letter from an 
established house-builder to state that, subject to approval by 
the Ministry of Local Government and Planning, he is willing 
to build 50 such houses at that price, based on costs ruling at 
December 31 last. 

It is to be noted that the majority of the designs, including that 
of the winning architects, are of traditional construction and as 
such can be built satisfactorily by the smaller builder anywhere 
in Great Britain; moreover, maintenance charges would be kept 
to a minimum. There has nevertheless been much fruitful 
collaboration in the search for economy between designers, 
suppliers and specialists. 

In commending to the attention of all housing authorities 
the designs illustrated elsewhere in this issue, one last word is 
needed. The competition has shown that some of the best 
architectural brains in Great Britain have been applied to the 
solution of what is perhaps the most pressing social problem 
of our time. The architects have made their contribution, and 
it must now be for the Government and the housing authorities 
to examine the projects on their merits and in the light of the 
national situation, remembering that, if the solutions put forward 
meet with acceptance, where at present two houses are being 
built, three houses can be erected and three families given homes 
for the same capital outlay. We shall hope that official en- 
couragement will be forthcoming to the end that the designs 
which at present exist only on paper may be translated into good 
homes for our people. 


BUILDING AND DEFENCE 


ig was unfortunate that the political excitement of last week’s 

defence debate and the Opposition’s “‘no confidence ” 
motion distracted attention from Mr. Gaitskell’s very important 
speech on the economic consequences of rearmament. The 
demands of the defence programme on building, as revealed by 
the Chancellor, are such that there will obviously have to be a 
considerable redeployment of men and materials. Of the 
£2,850 million involved in the Government’s three-year 
programme for production, research and works, some £500 
million will be spent on building. In the first year expenditure 
on defence building will be about £120 million, or 10 per cent. 
of the total output of the building industry; it follows that in 
the second and third years the expenditure on constructional 
works of defence will reach truly formidable proportions. 

Mr. Gaitskell announced that the Government would review 
all works services to secure the reduction or postponement of 
any item planned under earlier programmes but now less urgent, 
and eliminate any work not contributing directly to defence 
preparations. This will involve reducing some of the civilian 
claims on the building programme, and also using the local 
licensing machinery to give priority to defence works. There is 
no intention, however, of reducing the housing programme— 
the Government will do everything they can to maintain the 
present programme of roughly 200,000 houses a year although 
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the priorities given to defence construction may interfere with 
the completion of housing programmes in certain localities. 

It seems unlikely that there will be any overall reduction in the 
total amount of building activity. At one point in his speech 
Mr. Gaitskell did say that we must allow for a small decline in 
building investment, but he at once added that it would not be 
wise policy deliberately to contract industrial investment because 
of its vital relationship to future productivity. In any event it 
would seem almost impossible to reduce total building activity 
without really drastic cuts in civil building such as were made 
during the war. As the Government have made quite clear, 
it is not their intention at this stage to put the country on a war 
footing. Moreover, it would almost certainly be a false economy 
and damaging to comparatively short- as well as long-term 
interests to attempt reductions in building activity on anything 
like a wartime scale. If, unfortunately, international relation- 
ships deteriorate still further, something of the sort may have to 
be contemplated; but, unless such measures become absolutely 
necessary, every effort should be made to maintain building 
activity at its present level. 

The importance of this can be seen very clearly in the case of 
repair and maintenance work. As new civilian building is cut 
to release resources for defence construction, it becomes in- 
creasingly important to maintain existing buildings in good 
condition. This applies with especial force to housing, for there 
is a real risk that before long existing houses will be going out 
of service through lack of repair almost as rapidly as new ones 
are built. 

The problem of house maintenance is only one of many 
difficult questions which the Government will have to think 
out in the light of the new situation. For instance, if the housing 
programme is to be limited to 200,000 a year, it will be necessary 
to see that these houses are built in those places where they are 
most needed to help the rearmament programme. This may 

well involve some local authorities surrendering part of their 
housing allocation to other authorities—a measure that is hardly 
likely to be popular with the districts that have to go short. 

Even more difficult will be the problem of what civil building 
is to be cut down. There is no magic formula here. It is not 
practicable to stop completely certain categories of work (e.g., 
Government offices or schools) even for a limited period. The 
Chancellor has made it plain that there will be no overriding 
priority for defence. The experience of the last war, he said, 
showed that a simple overriding priority is of little benefit to 
defence production and does immense damage to the rest of 
the economy. The Chancellor was speaking here with particular 
reference to the engineering industries, but the same principles 
apply equally to building. 

Finally, we would express the hope that neither the Government 
nor the building industry will be content with a merely negative 
policy of restrictionism. Cuts in certain types of building there 
must be, but it should be an ever-present aim of both Govern- 
ment and industry to do all they can to increase productivity. 


WELFARE ARRANGEMENTS ON 
BUILDING SITES 


With the recent publication by the Ministry of Labour 

and National Service of a booklet dealing with “‘ Welfare 
Arrangements on Building Sites ” (briefly: referred to in our last 
week’s issue), the spotlight has once again been turned upon 
the urgent need to continue the development and expansion 
generally of improved welfare arrangements in the building 
industry. It is strange, but possibly not unlike the case of the 


children of the cobbler, that the industry which has been so 
largely responsible for the extensive building and provision 
of industrial canteens and welfare facilities in the wider fields 
of industry and commerce during the past decade has, with but 
limited exceptions, neglected to direct its full attention and 
energy to these particular aspects of its own industrial well- 
being. It must not, of course, be overlooked that the transient 
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nature of the work undertaken by the industry and the difficulties 
of obtaining adequate supplies of the materials required to 
provide the type of temporary structure which can be inexpep. 
sively and easily erected, dismantled, stored and maintained has 
tended to discourage to a considerable extent any development 
of canteen and welfare facilities on the same scale as that under. 
taken by the static industries. Nevertheless, it must be remem. 
bered that the fundamental reasons for and the known benefits 
derived from the provision of adequate canteen and welfare 
facilities for industrial workers are common to all classes of 
employment and not least to the building industry. 

It is both unenlightened and disingenuous to advance the 
argument that before World War II building trade workers were 
content with the mess room and other facilities provided, and 
even if this were proved to be the case in the inter-war years, 
it is certainly not the case in this post-war period of full employ. 
ment. 

The industry as a whole now needs to adopt a very much 
more responsible attitude of mind on the matter of welfare 
than it has in the past. On the one hand employers must 
accept the fact that the provision of adequate and carefully 
planned welfare arrangements on all building sites is indis- 
pensable and requires the most careful and continuous study, 
They must appreciate that financial expenditure will be inevitably 
incurred by investing in welfare equipment on exactly the same 
basis that expenditure is necessarily incurred on such items as 
portable site machinery and general builders’ plant. The financial 
return from such investment, however, is probably difficult 
to assess accurately, but it is an undisputed fact that the well 
administered and efficiently organised firm will always attract 
the best supervisors and craftsmen and will, as a result, be able to 
maintain a high standard of productivity and demand for its 
services. 

Short courses of training, possibly during a week-end, for the 
supervisory grades of the industry as well as those who may be 
charged with special responsibilities for welfare might to 
advantage be organised by the employers’ organisations in 
conjunction with local technical colleges so that the accumulated 
knowledge and experience already available on this very 
important matter could be disseminated and opportunities 
afforded for the interchange of ideas for future developments. 

On the other hand the operatives and their representatives must 
accept the simple fact that welfare facilities are a charge upon 
building costs and that at the present time such costs are quite 
uneconomic and are being permanently reflected in the com- 
munity’s standards and costs of living. They must be more 
responsible and accord far greater respect than has been the 
case in the past to the facilities provided, particularly so far as 
the general equipment available is concerned, especially in view 
of the serious supply position. 

Losses due to wilful misuse or wanton. carelessness must 
inevitably lead even the most benevolent employers to curtail 
expenditure upon welfare facilities. This will result in the many 
careful and responsible workers in the industry being penalised 
as a result of the stupidity and indifference of the irresponsible 
few. 

The M.O.L.N.S. booklet which is profusely illustrated and well 
produced (possibly without undue regard to cost or economy) 
can have unfortunately only a limited appeal as it offers little 
new advice or assistance to the small and small-medium builder 
in dealing with the welfare problems which arise on sites where 
not more than 25-50 men at most may be employed. There 1s 
little doubt that it is upon the very many smaller sites that both 
the need for the development of welfare arrangements and the 
attendant difficulties are greatest. 

An inexpensive pamphlet, more on the lines of the Ministry of 
Works Advisory leaflets, carefully illustrated and simply written 
with a view to offering guidance to the smaller employer in the 

industry, should enjoy a very much larger circulation and be of 
considerable benefit particularly in the provinces and rural 
areas. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


“ Clarity is Desirable ” 

THE BUILDER’ Low-Cost Housing 

Competitions must be the first time in 
the history of architectural competitions 
(writes Eric L. Bird, M.BE., M.C., 
AR.LB.A.) that competitors have been 
asked in the Conditions to “bear in 
mind the possible reproduction of their 
drawings in the technical journals and daily 
papers.” Such a condition was perhaps 
to be expected when the promoters were 
periodical proprietors, all editors having 
frequent experience of the important draw- 
ing that simply cannot be reproduced other 
than as an illegible blur. 

Drawing for reproduction is a specialised 
craft, and no one expects architects to de- 
part too far from their normal technique of 
architectural drawing when entering for a 
competition, but there are some things they 
might do to ensure, if their designs are pre- 
miated, that they will be legible on the prin- 
ted page. Among these things are firm 
lines—specially outlines; waHs are solid bar- 
tiers and should tell on the plan at first 
glance; elevations have siihouettes and win- 
dows are holes. Black ink lines come out 
firmly in reproduction; soft pencil lines do 
not, specially if they are adjacent to washes 
of similar tone value. 


Arithmetic for Architects 


Perwaps the lettering is the most impor- 
tant feature making for legibility (or illegi- 
bility) of a plan that is drawn for reproduc- 
tion. Here comes in a little arithmetic; the 
width of an average periodical page is 
rarely more than 7 to 9 inches (The Builder 
page is 74 in. wide by 10 in. deep). If a 
plan when drawn is four times the width 
of the page, inevitably it must be reduced 
to one-fourth. Then everything will be re- 
duced to one-fourth; the lines will come 
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out at one-fourth their original thickness; 
the lettering will be one-fourth its original 
height. The human eye can comfortably 
read lettering or print about one-sixteenth 
of an inch high, therefore the smallest 
lettering on the original should be 4 inch 
high if it is to be read when reduced. Also, 
it should be black, round in form and well 
spaced. 

Fortunately, the assessors in The Buildér 
competition chose designs the drawings of 
which reproduced well on the whole, though 
in almost all drawings there are dimensions 
and scantling sizes which cannot be read. 
In the winning design, the large-scale plans 
and elevations are easy to read, but the sec- 
tions and small-scale plans are not so easy; 
nevertheless, it will satisfy most editors. The 
drawing of the design placed second princi- 
pally lacks a firm line and some of the let- 
tering is far too small; in the elevations the 
similarity of tone on the windows and brick- 
work makes them indistinct. The design 
placed third comes out best of all, specially 
the large-scale plans. Among the designs 
awarded Hon. Mention and Commended, the 
elevations are, with one exception, excellent 
but some of the plans are indistinct and much 
of the lettering quite unreadable. 

Doubtless any competitor will argue: 
“ First catch your assessor ” and think of his 
drawing as the assessor will see it. But to- 
day assessors are not beguiled away from 
facts by pretty drawing—certainly not those 
who judged The Builder competition. A win- 
ning design can either be drawn so that it is 
legible only to the few hundreds who see it 
on exhibition, or it can be legible to the 
many thousands who see it on the printed 
page. 


Architectural Association’s Debate 

THE subject of the debate arranged by the 
Students’ Committee of the Architectural 
Association for next Wednesday evening, 
February 28, is on the motion “ That in the 
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. The cost of the pair, as priced by a building firm, was £1,197 16s. 8d. 
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opinion of this house the Architectural Asso- 
ciation is a defunct and apathetic body and 
has yet to justify its existence.” 


Helicopter Landing Stations 


MEMBERS OF THE R.I.B.A. will be welcome 
at a lecture on “ Rotor Stations,” to be held 
under the auspices of the Helicopter Associa- 
tion of Great Britain at the Royal Aeronauti- 
cal Society, 4, Hamilton-place, W.1, at 2.30 
p.m. on Saturday, February 24. The lec- 
turer is Mr. R. H. Whitby. Applications for 
tickets should be made to the Assistant 
Secretary, The Helicopter Association of 
Great Britain, Londonderry House, 19, 
Park-lane, W.1. 


Building as a Career 

IN FURTHERANCE Of the London Master 
Builders’ Association’s policy of interesting 
Public Schoolboys in building as a career, 
Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, Senior Vice- 
President, paid a visit recently to Eton 
College and addressed boys from the Senior 
School on the subject. He also invited the 
school to send a party to visit a building 
under construction in London during the 
summer as the guests of the Association. He 
is himself an old Etonian. 


Professional Announcements 


Mr. Cyrit ADLER, A.R.I.B.A., has removed from 
No. 31, King’s-road to No. 11, King’s-road, Chelsea, 
S.W.3. (Tel.: Sloane 9160.) 

Mr. R. Forses HUTCHISON, A.R.I.B.A., has resigned 
his appointment as Chief Architect of the South Eastern 
Regional Hospital Board (Scotland), and has acquired the 
private practice of the late Mr. Walter Alison, A.R.I.B.A. 
The name of the firm is Walter Alison and Hutchison, 
A.R.1.B.A., chartered architects, with offices at 38, 
York-place, Edinburgh, 1, and 27, Kirk Wynd, Kirkcaldy, 
Fife. Trade catalogues will be welcome at both offices. 


COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, February 27 

ARCHITECTURAL SCIENCE BoARD.—‘“ Floor Finishes,” 
by Dr. F. C. Harper, B.Sc. 66, Portland-place, W.1 
6 p.m. 

BuILpEeRS’ CLERKS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—84th 
annual general meeting of donors and subscribers. 
47, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 5.30 p.m. 

HousinG CENTRE Trust.—‘ The Work of the Northern 
Ireland Housing Trust,’’ by Sir Lycius O’Brien. 13, 
Suffolk-street, Haymarket, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF BUILDING AND ARTS AND 
CrarFts.—‘ External Cement Rendering,’’ by Mr. J. W. 
Whalley. School of Building, Lime-grove, W.12. 
7.30 p.m. 

Wednesday, February 28 

Roya Society oF ARTS.—‘“ 1851-1951: A Century of 
British Engineering,’ by Mr. W. T. O’Dea, B.Sc. R.S.A., 
John Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 1 

TOWN PLANNING INsTITURE.—* Detail in Civic Design,” 
by Mr. Frederick Gibberd, F.R.I.B.A. Caxton Hall, 
Westminster, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

Friday, March 2 

INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS (LONDON AND 
Home Counties BRANCH).—“ Festival of Britain Exhibi- 
tion and the South Bank Scheme,”’ by Mr. J. C. Ratcliff, 
A.R.LB.A. Royal Society of Arts, John Adam-street, 
Adelphi, W.C.2. 6.30 p.m. 

LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION.—Prize-giving 
for London Apprentices awarded prizes from B.A.T.C. 
Welfare Fund. L.M.B.A., 47, Bedford-square. 3 p.m. 


FROM THE “ BUILDER” OF 1851 


Saturday, February 22, 1851. 


THE AREA IN FRONT OF ST. PAUL'S 
CATHEDRAL.—On Monday last the gates of 
the area in front of St. Paul’s were opéned 
to the public, and will continue to be so 
during the day. This may be regarded as 
the first step towards the accomplishment of 
the improvement suggested by THE BUILDER, 
and which first led Mr. Barber to commence 
the agitation for the removal of the railings. 
An immense improvement would be effected 
by taking down No. 1, St. Paul’s Church- 
yard (the house at the south-eastern corner 
of Ludgate-hill). 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Carlton House Terrace 
To THE EpiTor oF The Builder. 


G!R,—Your leading article on Carlton 
House-terrace in last week’s issue 
might be misleading to the reader unless 

the following points were made clear. 
First, it is not correct to say that the 
cornice to the colonnade is the “relevant 
level.” There is an existing attic storey 
above this, set back some 9: ft. 6 in. from 
the main front. The top of this, upon which 
the Nash pediments sit, is, therefore, the 
“ relevant level.” The height of the new work 
in Carlton-gardens is 28 ft. above this level. 
Second, we would point out that the 
existing facade in Carlton-gardens lines 
through with, and is the same height as, 
the end pavilions. Many people do not 
realise: this important point, since it cannot, 
of course, be seen from the Mall. We would 
like to emphasise again that the total pro- 
posed height to be added to the building 

is 14 ft. only. 
KENNETH PEACOCK, 
for Louis de Soissons, A.R.A.. 
and Partners. 


3, Park Square Mews, N.W.1. 


“The Quantity Surveyors’ Dilemma ” 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
SiR—-1 was glad to read your editorial 

under the heading ‘“ The Quantity Sur- 
veyor’s Dilemma” and feel that this is a 
problem which calls for early consideration, 
but, aS you say, what can the individual 
quantity surveyor do about it? 

I think the specification is a very necessary 
document and should be one of the contract 
documents, but I do not think the dropping 
of the specification as a contract document 
is a primary cause of the trouble in question. 
I believe it is just failure on the part of the 
architect to do his job properly and to resist 
pressure by the client to commence building 
operations before the building is properly 
planned. 

I belong to the company of surveyors who 
believe that the drawings should clearly show 
the architect’s requirements and enable the 
contractor to construct the building without 
further queries, except on matters of detail 
perhaps, such as choice of ironmongery, 
sanitary fittings, colour schemes, etc., and 
that the bills of quantities should represent 
implicitly the materials and workmanship 
necessary to carry this out. 

I invariably commence a taking-off assign- 
ment by making a long list of queries, but 
what happens? The architect either scribbles 
something sketchily on the corner or back 
of a drawing and expects me to enter the 
inner recesses of his mind or else he states 
that he or his client has not yet made up 
his mind and asks me to “take something 
to cover it.” 

I find that although Public Authorities are 
not without blame they are not so guilty as 
are private architects and one can reasonably 
expect to receive some details from the 
former. 

I cannot protest too strongly here about 
this lack of information, but if I were to do 
so to a client, I would automatically commit 
professional suicide. I think the time is 


long overdue when the leading professional 
bodies and the National Federation got 
together and said “we will not allow this 
to happen.” 


There will, of course, always be the spiv 
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and the client that will employ him, but if 
all respectable architects and quantity sur- 
veyors refused to adopt shoddy methods, 
we could very well ignore the small amount 
of work undertaken by such people. 

I hope that the prominence given to this 
subject by the Productivity Team’s Report 
and your newspaper will smite the conscience 
of all connected with the building industry 
and start something moving. 


SouTH Coast Q.S. 


The Q.S. and Local and Nationalised 
Government Services 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


Sr — was extremely interested to read 
the correspondence which recently 
appeared in the columns of The Builder 
regarding the status of official quantity sur- 
veyors, and would like to point out that, in 
my opinion, one of the major reasons why 
the recruitment of qualified and experienced 
quantity surveyors to official appointments 
is so disappointing is because of the limits 
placed on the advancement and ultimate re- 
ward to the capable and enterprising by the 
situation emphasised by your two corre- 
spondents, Messrs. Denton and Vinycomb 
(January 26 and February 9, respectively). 

The demand for really qualified, experi- 
enced and energetic assistants is so great 
that the financial inducements offered by 
private firms of quantity surveyors in the 
way of overtime, bonuses, five-day weeks, 
paid professional fees, and other emoluments 
to capable men, and the almost certain offer 
of an immediate or ultimate partnership to 
the outstanding, is such as to place the 
dubious benefits of official employment at 
a serious disadvantage. 

More and more responsibility is falling 
upon the shoulders of official quantity sur- 
veyors each year, much of which must be 
delegated by principals to their assistants, 


-and many local government departments are, 


I know, depending to a large extent on a 
nucletis of long-serviced and loyal assistants 
who originally entered local government 
service when the prospects of rising to a 
position comparable with a principal in pri- 
vate practice seemed brighter. 

Even quantity surveyors do not last for 
ever; in fact, amazement has been expressed 
that some of them last as long as they do, 
and if this lack of attraction for official ser- 
vice is not removed, official quantity sur- 
veyors will ultimately be placed in a position 
analogous to official architects not so very 
long ago, when architects, working under 
the control of an engineer, surveyor, valuer 
or what have you, were regarded with con- 
tumely by their more “ pure” brothers in 
private practice. : 

The removal of this stigma on official 
architects by the formation of separate 
architectural departments under the control 
of an architect, resulted in official architects 
having amongst their ranks some of the pro- 
fession’s most eminent and distinguished 
men with outstanding architectural and ad- 
ministrative capabilities, and it is with deep 
regret I notice that one or two authorities 
have retrogressed in this respect. 

Unless the fully qualified, best trained, 
most capable and conscientious are attracted 
to the service, and the professional status of 
official quantity surveyors raised, the work 
of the departments concerned will not be 
carried out with the greatest efficiency nor 
in the most economical manner. 


G. E. Ewina. 


“Corona,” Bellefield-avenue, 
Liverpool 12. 
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The Operatives 24d. Wage Increase 
To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 
GiR,—On February 8 last, the N.J.C, for 

the Building Industry decided that 
Operative wages are to be increased by 244, 
an hour from March 5 next. It is quite 
generally believed that in contracts based op 
tenders dated before March 5, the cost of 
this increase in wages will be payable as an 
extra on the contract, but this belief is mis. 
taken if the R.I.B.A. Form of Contract js 
used. 

Clause 25 (A) reads:— “If the said rates 
of wages . .. shall be increased by reason 
of any alteration in the said rules or decis- 
ions made after the said date of tender the 
net increase shall be an addition to the Cop- 
tract Sum.” 

The crucial date is, therefore, not that on 
which the rise takes place, but the date on 
which the decision of the N.J.C. was made, 
Tenders dated after February 8 last, should 
be held to include for the wage increase in 
question. 

Anyone concerned with a tender dated 
between February 8 and March 4, would do 
well to attend to this point lest a large sum 
comes into dispute. 

E. F. CONNOLD, F.R.1.CS. 


47, Bloomsbury-square, W.C.1. 
Insurance in the Building Industry 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
GiR,—1 am acting as secretary of a small 
_ committee which has been appointed to 
consider the question of insurance as it 
relates to the building industry. 

For instance, the usual form of contract 
allows for fire insurance on the amount of 
the contract, sometimes plus 8} per cent. in 
respect of fees. This leaves all increases of 
cost and any additions by way of variation, 
and also the “out of pocket” expenses of 
architect and surveyor, uninsured. 

There must be many other items which 
should receive consideration, and my com- 
mittee will be glad to receive the ideas and 
opinions of your readers on this subject. 

RONALD L. BREWwIS. 


Cathedral-road, Cardiff. 


CHEAPER COUNCIL HOUSES 


M.P. to Ask Government to Adopt 
: New Design 


Mr. HARMER NICHOLLS, Conservative 
Member for Peterborough, is to ask the 
Minister responsible for Housing if he will 
recommend to all local authorities the suc- 
cessful design submitted to the Housing 
Exhibition sponsored by The Builder. It is 
claimed that this design will enable more 
houses to be built from the same outlay of 
materials and will lower the rents of coun- 
cil houses by reducing their cost from the 
present £1,400 to £950 for an average three- 
bedroomed house. 


Mr. Harmer Nicholls will suggest on be- 
half of this successful design that a house to 
accommodate a family of five persons could 
be erected for £950 and let at 11s. 3d. per 
week inclusive of subsidies, but not of 
rates. The average three-bedroomed coun- 
cil house nowadays costs between £1,350 and 
£1,450, with rentals of usually more than 
23s. per week. An estimate of the possible 
saving, if this design was accepted, is some 
£80,000,000 per year on the housing bill, in 
addition to providing tenants with rents they 
could more easily afford. 
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The Assessors’ Award 


HE Assessors in this Competition (Sir Lancelot Keay, 
K.B.E., P.-P.R.I.B.A., Mr. Arthur Kenyon, C.B.E., 
FR.IB.A., M.T.P.I., and Sir Stephen Tallents, K.C.M.G., 
C.B.E., Hon. A.R.I.B.A., with Mr. E. H. Palmer, F.R.L.C.S., as 
Quantity Surveyor Referee) made their award to the promoters 
on February 7. 

Upon opening the sealed envelopes it was found that the 
authors of the designs placed in order by the Assessors are as 
follow :— 

First (£250 prize): No. 106: J. L. WOMERSLEY, 
A.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.I., and G. HOPKINSON, B.Arch., 
A.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.I., 28, Kingsley-road, Northampton. 
(Borough Architect and Deputy Borough Architect, respectively, 
to Northampton County Borough.) 

Second (£100 prize): No. 76: EDWARD NARRACOTT 
and ASSOCIATES, A. and L.R.I.B.A., 48, Torwood-street, 
Torquay, Devon. 
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Third (£75 prize): No. 166: H. UNDERHILL DIPLOCK, 
49, Sheen Park, Richmond, Surrey. 

Hon. Mention and a prize of £25 to each of the following 
(names in alphabetical order) :— 

(a) No. 260: A. G. GOODAIR, A.R.I.B.A., Albemarle 
House, Osborne-road, Southsea, Hants. 

(6) No. 184: JOHNSON and CRABTREE, FF.R.LB.A., 
8, Robert Adam-street, London, W.1. 

(c) No. 97: HOWARD N. MICHELL, A.R.I.B.A., and T. 
SNOW, 23, Burnell-gardens, Stanmore, Middlesex. 

The following three designs (names in alphabetical order) are 
Highly Commended :— . 

(a) No. 1799: NORMAN R. MINTER, 41, Russell-square, 
London, W.C.1. 

(b) No. 163: JOHN W. POLTOCK, A.R.I.B.A., Gable End, 
Loose, near Maidstone, Kent. 

(c) No. 6: HON. R. pE YARBURGH-BATESON, M.A., 
A.R.LB.A., A.A. Dipl., Great Hormead Bury, Buntingford, 
Herts. 





The Assessors’ Report 


To THE Epitor OF The Builder 


HE BUILDER was moved to organise this competition by the grievous 
hardships from which so many families throughout the country are at 
present suffering through the shortage of houses and by the general anxiety 
which the growing cost of house construction and the consequent rise in rents 
have created. We were happy to accept the invitation to act as Assessors in a 
competition so directly addressed to an outstanding national need. 


within a terrace in an urban district a good- 
looking house containing three bedrooms 
and otherwise providing efficient and 
comfortable accommodation for a family of 
five persons, at acost not exceeding £1,000. 


General Observations 


We think it well to draw attention in 
this Report to certain overriding considera- 
tions which governed our assessments and 
to certain impressions which the study of 





so many plans directed to a single purpose 








The' response to the announcement of 
the competition exceeded the hopes of its 
promoters. It demonstrated that the 
architectural profession was. alive to its 
responsibility and its special opportunity 
for contributing to the solution of a 
country-wide problem. In our judgment 
those who promoted and those who took 
part in this competition have joined in 
rendering a service to the public and we 
congratulate them accordingly. 


The competition attracted 322 designs, 
all of which had to be examined carefully. 
They differed in quality; but a high 
proportion of them showed merit, and 
none of their authors had failed to make a 
serious attempt to solve a difficult problem. 
No single design could be said—or could 
be expected—to solve by itself all the 
various problems presented by families 
of different compositions, needs, customs 
and tastes in different parts of the British 
Isles. The full fruits of the competition 
will be reaped only by those who study 
many designs besides those selected for 
award. A number of the designs not so 
selected embodied promising features. 
Even in the winning designs we noted 
during our detailed examination minor 
defects which we felt to be remediable by 
further study within the prescribed cost. 
On these grounds we welcome the arrange- 
ments made for the public display of all 
the designs submitted. We commend that 
display to all those concerned with the 
housing of the people. We believe that 


every local authority in the country would 
derive advantage from its inspection. We 
venture to suggest that it invites the 


attention of the Government Departments 
charged with housing responsibilities. 

We support that invitation by recording 
our own conviction—based on an intensive 
examination of. this large body of designs 
and on the information supplied by the 
Quantity Surveyor—that, given the cost 
of labour and materials prevailing at 
January 1, 1951, it is feasible to build 








Left to right: A 
TALLENTS, K.C.M.G., Hon. A.R.1LB.A., 
C.B.E., F.R.ILB.A., M.T.P.I. 


made upon us. 


We recognised from the outset that 
special care must be devoted to scrutinising 
the costs of construction involved by the 
designs submitted. We wish to acknow- 
ledge the valuable initial help which we 
here derived from the reports by inde- 
pendent quantity surveyors which accom- 
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MR. EDWARD H. PALMER, F.R.LC.S. 
(Gardiner and Theobald), the Quantity 
Surveyor Referee 


panied the designs. In our final scrutiny 
we received able and authoritative help 
from Mr. Edward H. Palmer, F.R.I.C.S., 
of Messrs. Gardiner and Theobald, the 
Quantity Surveyor appointed by The 
Builder to assist us. We were able to rely 
with confidence upon the detailed examina- 
tion which Mr. Palmer devoted to the 
designs from this point of view and the 
thorough reports with which he supplied us. 
We desire to record with special appre- 
ciation the major contribution which he 
thus made to our work as assessors. 


Some competitors included in their 
designs, in addition to essential built-in 
equipment, cupboards and fitments which 
others assumed that the tenant would 
provide. We have made appropriate 
allowances for this in our assessment. 


Some competitors failed to provide 
foundations deep enough to allow for 
possible shrinkage of the ground through 
changes of temperature. We were com- 
pelled in such cases to add an appropriate 
assessment to the estimated cost of 
construction. 


Some designs, whether with or without 
such adjustments, exceeded, in the opinion 
of the Quantity Surveyor, the maximum 
permissible cost of £1,000. We were 
accordingly compelled to reject them, 
though we recognised that some of them 
included features of planning interest. 


was obvious that so drastic a reduction 
in the present cost of houses, as would 
bring them within the £900 to £1,000 range, 
could only be secured by a more economic 
use of space, by a curtailment in the sizes 
of rooms considered desirable in the 
Housing Manual, 1949, by the introduction 
of some cheaper form of construction, or 
by a combination of some or all of these 
factors. It was for these reasons that the 


conditions laid down for the competition 
allowed departures from the standards of 
the Housing Manual and the Building Bye- 
Laws, provided ‘‘ comfort in living ’’ was 
not impaired and “‘ constructional stability 
amenity ” 


and - general were assured. 
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Many competitors have profited by this 
freedom. Their schemes testify to a fruit- 
ful release of the designer’s imagination. 

Many of the designs submitted follow 
the more orthodox plans used for some 
time by many local authorities; others 
show the influence of the Housing Manual. 
Some show considerable origiriality in 
planning and in the method of construction 
proposed. We gave full consideration to 
the claims made for unusual methods of 
construction; but we found insufficient 
evidence to prove that they were likely to 
be cheaper than more traditional methods. 
In our experience there is little hope of 
costs of construction being lowered by this 
means, while there is every possibility that 
maintenance costs may be increased. We 
were further doubtful whether some 
competitors, who availed themselves of 
the condition which permitted departure 
from the Building Bye-Laws, had appre- 
ciated that such a departure was qualified 
by a condition that the stability of the 
structure must be assured. 

Certain designs secured, even in the very 
limited space available, an element of 
elasticity in the accommodation for which 
they provided. We regard this as a valuable 
element, since it allows both for the indi- 
vidual requirements of different families 
and for changes in their requirements due, 
for example, to the growing up of a young 
family. A good instance of this elasticity 
is to be found in the “children’s den” 
included in the design No. 76 to which we 
awarded the second premium. 


We welcomed throughout the designs 
the attention paid to efficient access from 
kitchen to feeding space and to the open 
planning which secured an attractive and 
workmanlike kitchen with comfortable 
space adjacent. 


In some schemes the “ utility room” 
reappeared—an amenity which might well 
be sacrificed in an attempt to reduce cost, 
its place being taken by a smaller store 
space through which access to the back of 
the premises could be gained. We com- 
mend the very general attempt to plan 
everything necessary for the running of 
the house and garden within the containing 
walls, thus obviating the rather ugly and 
obstructive outbuildings so common in 
housing schemes. 

In judging this competition we have 
been impressed by the importance of good 
presentation—of clear and well arranged 
plans, of attractive elevations, of good 
lettering. A well presented design not 
only assists those who must assess its 
merits; it is also evidence of clear thinking 
and artistic sensibility on the part of the 
designer. Its production imposes a useful 
discipline upon the designer himself and 
may even at times warn him of weaknesses 
in his design. 


Technical Observations 


We have paid careful attention to the 
external appearance of buildings that 
would result from the designs submitted. 
The care shown in preparing the plan was 
sometimes lacking in the elevations. We 
noticed: the adherence of many to the 
present fashion for large expanses of 
window. Those who can afford the 
expense of heavy curtains and the 
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additional cost of heating may welcome the 
inclusion of such windows, especially if 
they look out upon agreeable surroundings, 
It seems inconsistent to construct walls of 
high thermal efficiency and then, unless 
double glazing is used, to cancel their 
advantages by devoting most of the 
external walling of aroom to window space, 


Some designs replace more traditional 
construction by a thin outer wall, but 
adopt compensating expedients to keep 
out the weather and to provide essential 
insulation. These expedients probably 
counterbalance the initial gains over 
standard construction, but cannot be 
lightly dismissed where they provide good 
appearance and do not involve excessive 
maintenance. 


Roofs vary from low pitched to flat 
or “ lean-to,”’ and some competitors have 
used an inverted roof with a gutter in the 
centre. The search for an alternative to 
the pitched roof no doubt reflects the 
desire for economy, but we are not 
satisfied that such alternatives, especially 
where the necessity for insulation is taken 
into account, are lower in initial cost, 
while they may well involve increased 
costs of maintenance. 

The equipment of the kitchens vary 
enormously. Most schemes show care 
in the arrangement of fittings and some 
are more lavish than others. On the 
whole the kitchens are small and _ the 
space about the sink is often inadequate. 


There was evidence of very careful 
consideration given to the problem of 
fuel delivery and the collection of refuse. 
We feel that the alternative shown in many 
designs, in which two doors were provided 
at the front of the house, has much to 
commend it over the more usual -back 
street, service road, or passage between each 
pair of houses. Houses so planned are 
more suitable for north, east or west 
aspects. They also solve the problems of 
fuel storage and the removal of refuse, and 
provide space for a cycle or pram. 

The adoption of a central staircase 
produced many interesting plans. Such 
an arrangement necessitates a wide frontage 
and often leads to difficulties at first-floor 
level. These plans usually had the 
advantage of stairs in one straight flight, a 
pleasant and economical contrast to some of 
the tortuous flights shown in some schemes. 


The bedroom floor plan does not appear 
to have suffered by the reduction in the 
size of the house. Although the rooms 
are slightly smaller than those now 
demanded, they are mostly well propor- 
tioned and ample for the furniture which 
would go into them. 

Generally, the second w.c. at present 
insisted upon has been omitted. This 1s 
always an expensive addition, both to 
floor area and cost. Many plans have 
shown bathroom and w.c._ separate; 
others have combined them. 

In concluding our report we desire to 
commend the fruitful collaboration in the 
search for economy between designers, 
suppliers and specialists, to which so 
many of the entries bore witness. 

LANCELOT H. KEAY, 
ARTHUR WM. KENYON; 
STEPHEN TALLENTS. 
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THE BUILDER 


The £1,000 House Competition 
THE OPENING CEREMONY IN COUNTY HALL 
Mr. A. Reginald Stamp on ‘‘ A Unique Exhibition” 


-— formal opening of the Exhibition of 
Designs submitted in the Low-cost 
Housing Exhibition, organised by The Builder, 
took place on Monday, February 19, in the 
Conference Hall, the County Hall, S.E.1, 
when Mr. R.G. Marn, F.C.A. (Vice-Chairman, 
The Builder), who was deputising for Mr. 
H. A. Cox, F.C.A., F.S.A., Hon. A.R.I.B.A. 
(Chairman), presided, and welcomed the 
company present, and, in particular, Mr. A. 
Reginald Stamp (Chairman of the L.C.C. 
Housing Committee) and Mrs. Denington, 
his Vice-Chairman. 

The directors of The Builder, said Mr. Matin, 
were very gratified at the interest which the 
L.C.C., the greatest housing authority in this 
country, was taking in the competition and the 
exhibition of designs and for its generous 
hospitality in allowing them to use that rooin 
and for other facilities granted in a 
with the competition. As a technical journal, 
The Builder had approached the great and 
serious problem of housing to-day in an 
entirely technical manner, and had invited all 
registered architects in the country to submit 
designs for a terrace-type house to accommo- 
date a family of five people, to be built at a 
cost of not more than £1,000. 

Without trespassing on the ground of the 
assessors, he could say that the promoters had 
been extremely pleased with the result : 286 
competitors had submitted 322 designs. 

Mr. Main paid a tribute to the assessors— 
Sir Lancelot Keay, Mr. Arthur Kenyon, Sir 
Stephen Tallents—and Mr. Edward Palmer, the 
quantity surveyor, and proceeded to remind 


the audience that in 1923 The Builder held a 
similar competition for three- and four-bed- 
room houses at low cost. He hoped that in 
One respect at least the present competition 
would not follow the lines of that one, because 
he believed on that occasion no houses were 
actually built to the designs submitted. He 
hoped this competition would result in some- 
thing tangible. 


Present Standards Too High ? 


Speaking on behalf of the assessors, Sir 
LANCELOT KEaAy, K.B.E., after thanking The 
Builder on behalf of everyone interested in 
housing throughout the country, said, “* You 
cannot look at the trend of events to-day 
without feeling some anxiety.” Nobody had 
advocated high standards in housing more 
than he had, and he would continue to do so ; 
nobody had been more pleased when he had 
been able to produce at Liverpool and else- 
where houses which let at 9s. 6d. per week. 
But the conditions which made these low rents 
possible were gone and he was afraid that we 
were a little too complacent in our acceptance 
of present conditions. They could not go 
on for ever. It might well be that we should 
have to face even higher costs than we had to- 
day. 

Sir Lancelot said that the assessors knew 
full well that there were very few ways in which 
the cost of houses could be reduced to-day. 
They were bound to assume that, as far. as 
the assessment of the competition was con- 
cerned, the cost of labour and materials 
would be that obtaining between the end of 
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1949 and the beginning of 1951. Therefore 
they had to look for some economy in the 
planning of the house—more economical use 
of space or some method of construction as 
yet unknown. It was evident that these 
considerations were in the minds of the pro- 
moters, because they stated that the building 
bye-laws need not be applied and the standards 
set out in the Ministry of Health’s Housing 
Manual need not be adhered to. But they 
made the important qualifications that the 
building must be structurally sound, must be 
comfortable to live in and must have all the 
amenities which one would wish this type of 
house to have. 

After saying that the competitors had shown 
their determination to produce a house which 
could be built for £950 or £1,000, Sir Lancelot 
said that not only those who had been success- 
ful, but the other competitors, too, had done 
an extremely good piece of work. It was 
something they would not have done had it 
not been for that competition, and it was 
something they would not regret. 


Trends in Design 


Commenting on trends in design indicated 
in the competition, Sir Lancelot said only 
one man had put in a house with a bay window. 
He presumed that was on account of the cost. 
He himself was rather fond of bay windows— 
and he thought women were, too, because they 
enabled them to see what was going on next 
door! There had also been a very determined 
effort to avoid having to go to the back of the 
premises by having a tunnel entrance. That 
brought what some people thought was stupid 
—having two front doors. He could not see 
anything against that. People would get to 
know which door to go to in the end. This 
method provided for the more economical 





SIR LANCELOT KEAY, K.B.E., P.-P.R.LB.A., SPEAKING AT THE OPENING CEREMONY. Those on the platform (left to right) 


are: Mrs. Denington (vice-chairman, L.C.C, Housing Committee), Sir Stephen Tallents, Mr. Arthur Kenyon, 


. I, M. Leslie, Mr. A 


Reginald Stamp (chairman, L.C.C. Housing Committee), Mr. A. E. L. Cox, Mr. R. G. Main (vice-chairman, “The Builder ”), Sir 
Lancelot Keay (standing), Mr. J. Lewis Womersley, Mr. E. H. Palmer, Mr. Brian Oldfield and Mr. Geoffrey Hopkinson 
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planning of the house and assisted in the 
delivery of fuel and the collection of refuse. 

There had been a determined economy in 
space shown in the designs. Another thing 
which had pleased him was a determined 
effort to avoid excrescences attached to the 
back of the building. He had always preached 
that you should be able to get all you wanted 
in the form of storage space within the four 
walls of the house itself. In most of the 
designs ample storage was provided inside the 
house. 

Inspection. of the designs would reveal 
both flat roofs and pitched roofs. There were 
fewer flat roofs than one would have imagined. 
Sir Lancelot pointed out that pitched roofs 
provided the insulation which was needed in 
this country, particularly in weather such as 
we had had this winter. On the other hand, 
a flat roof did give better opportunities for 
planning and for maintenance. Whereas archi- 
tects usually seemed to have their staircase on 
one side next to the party wall, many designs 
showed the staircase in the middle. This got 
one into trouble on the first floor sometimes, 
but some competitors had got themselves out 
of that trouble with ingenuity. This idea, 
however, drove one to have a rather wider 
frontage, but there were ways of economising 
with a house of wider frontage than usual. 


The Single Living-Room 

Sir Lancelot also drew attention to the 
efforts which had been made to use the whole 
of the ground-floor space as much as possible, 
such as by having one big room. This was a 
method of planning which we were slow to 
accept in this country but which he thought 
was going to provide the solution of the 
kitchen problem, provided the smells of the 
kitchen could be kept out of the rest of the 
room—and he believed that could be done. 

With regard to the winning design, Sir 
Lancelot said it had one or two things which 
the assessors did not like, but they were 
quite convinced that it was the one house which 
could be built for £950, and that view had been 
supported not only by their quantity surveyor 
but by someone who had offered to build the 
design for that amount. After all they had 
heard and expected of alternative methods of 
construction the winning design employed the 
traditional method of building with bricks, 
with a pitched, tiled roof. 

In the second prize-winning design they 
would see an ingenious method of planning 
which introduced a “children’s den.” This 
was achieved at the sacrifice of some space 
which would otherwise have been used for 
storage. It allowed a space where the woman 
of the house (whom we were told spent most 
of her time in the kitchen) could look into 
the children’s den and watch the child playing. 
This room could also be used by children for 
their homework. 

The third prize-winning design was a good 
arrangement, with an excellent living-room. 
On the first floor was the luxury of a dressing- 
room annexe to the main bedroom. This.was 
an ingenious piece of planning. Whether 
the architect could afford to put a lavatory 
basin in it or not he could not say. Refuse 
was collected and fuel delivered in the front 
of the house and there was excellent storage 
space for a pram or a bicycle, and you could 
get to the back of the house if you wanted to. 


The" Reduction“of Housing Costs 
Before declaring the exhibition open: 


Mr. A. REGINALD STAMP said it was a great 
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pleasure to the London 
County Council to pro- 
vide hospitality for the 
exhibition organised by 
that reputable journal, The 
Builder, and he congratu- 
lated the Directors and 
the Editor on promoting 
that unique competition 
and exhibition. 

In a reference to the 
magnitude of the housing 
operations of the L.C.C., 
Mr. Stamp said the vast 
programme contemplated 
would occupy them in full 
measure for about a 
quarter ofacentury. ~Local 
authorities would probably 
be responsible for rehous- 
ing most of the people in 
this country for a long 
time. Superimposed upon 
the statutory duties of 
local authorities in con- 
nection with housing, and 
perhaps mixed up with 
those duties, was rehousing 
of no mean order, arising 
out of planning legislation, 
designed to make our urban areas healthy 
and esthetically attractive. By common 
consent the problem was a pressing one. 
Those who held public office would neglect 
it at their peril. 

“* My frequent task of opening and initialling 
tenders for the erection of flats and cottages, 
at prices which in recent years are staggering,” 
added Mr. Stamp, “‘ makes me sad when I 
am reminded daily of the acute housing need. 
My spirit brightens, however, when I con- 
template as a result of the competition that 
there is a possibility of producing houses for 
the sum of £1,000. To achieve a substantial 
reduction in building costs at this stage will 
be a godsend. It will mean that houses can 
be built to let at rents which practically 
every citizen can afford to pay. Considerable 
reductions in the amount of subsidy required 
will result, greater housing activity on the 
part of those authorities of low rateable value 
will be fostered, and funds can be released 
from the social service of housing, and diverted 
either to the relief of the taxpayer or for other 
essential services, or both.” 





The Architects’ Contribution to Housing 


As the basis of the competition was a belief 
that housing was a technical matter, a belief 
by the promoters that somewhere in the 
architectural world’ were those who could come 
to the aid of the nation, that it was possible to 
design a house at a reasonable price which 
would satisfy the standards of public authority 
regulations, which would enable the contractors, 
the producers of raw materials and the building 
operatives also to maintain their standards. 

What was good in designing and architec- 
ture was an elusive imp, changing with the 
times, he added. Beauty could be found 
in simplicity as well as in that which was 
majestic. That which was economical could 
be beautiful, just as the expensively ornate 
could offend our esthetic taste. 

“I speak to all concerned with the building 
industry,” said Mr. Stamp, “ when 1 suggest 
that if the general price level at this stage can 
be brought down (as down it must come), 
there is every reason to assure the industry 


MR. R. G. MAIN, F.C.A. (vice-chairman “ The Build 
speaking at the opening of the Exhibition 
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that this is the real road to prosperity for them 
all, and not the vicious climb of prices which 
is now taking place, which is economically 
unsound and morally bad.” 


Need to Put Designs into Practice 


Expressing thanks to Mr. Stamp, Mr. IANM. 
Lesuig, Hon. A.R.I.B.A., Editor of The Builder, 
said he hoped that the designs on view in that 
exhibition would help the L.C.C. to increase 
the number of houses they built for the people 
of London and also assist them in seeing that 
the cost was such that they could be let at 
rents which the people could afford. 


“The promoters, assessors and competitors 
have done their part and it is now up to the 
Ministry of Local Government and Planning 
and the housing authorities to put some Of 
these designs into practice.” 


There were also other ways of bringing 
down the cost and he believed that one of them 
was by bringing back the house-building 
industry into the picture. 


Among those present during the morning were: 
Mr. J. Bowen, C.B.E. (Chairman, L.C.C,) ; Mr.- H. 
Symon, C.B.; Mr. J. H. Forshaw, M.C., F.R.1LB.A. ; 
Mr. I. J. Hayward (Leader, L.C.C.) ; Mr. R. H. Matthew 
(Architect, L.C.C.) ; Mr. Cyril Walker (Director of 
Housing and Valuer, L.C.C.); Mr. H. J. Whitfield 
Lewis (Housing Architect, L.C.C.) ; Mr. Martin Briggs 
(Hon. Sec., R.I.B.A.) ; Mr. L. E. Henderson, F.R.1.C.S. 
(Chairman, Quantity Surveyors’ Committee, R.I.C.S.) ; 
Mr. E. W. Garrett (Vice-President, N.F.B.T.E.) ; Mr. 
Dudley Cox (President, L.M.B.A.) ; Mr. D. E. Wood- 
bine Parish (Vice-President, L.M.B.A.) ; Mr. G. H. A. 
Hughes (Director, L.M.B.A.) ; Miss M. C. Solomon ; 
Mr. S. Howard (Schools Architect, L.C.C.) ; Mr. F. W. 
Beazley ; Miss J. G. Ledeboer ; Mr. G. C. Lawrence ; 
Mr. S. Pinfold ; Mr. S. Pointon Taylor ; Councillor 
A. S. Baxter (Chairman, Housing Committee, North- 
ampton, C.B.); Mrs. M. Pleydell-Bouverie ; Mr. 
H. U. Diplock ; Mr. Peter Kenyon; Mr. William 
Crabtree, F.R.I.B.A. ; Mr. A. G. Goodair, A.R.LB.A. ; 
Mr. H. N. Michell, A.R.I.B.A. ; Mr. C. T. Wilson ; 
Mr. Alfred Bossom, M.P.; Mr. Lionel Heald, M.P., 
K.C.; Mr. Ernest Marples, M.P.; Lady Pepler ; 
Mr. H. Kellett Ablett (Chief Architect, Hemel Hemp- 
stead Development Corporation ) ; Mr. E. R. Dorman 
(Architect, Stevenage Development Corporation) ; 
Mr. Clifford Holliday (Chief Architect, Stevenage 
Development Corporation) ; and the Deputy Architect ; 
Mr. H. W. Wells (Chairman, Hemel Hempstead Develop- 
ment Corporation) ; Mr. J. C. P. West, A.R.LB.A., 
(Chief Architect, Cwmbran Development Corporation ; 
Mr. A. R. F. Anderson (Vice-President, A.A.) and 
Mr. W. J. Wills. 
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THE BUILDER 


The Competition Reviewed 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES AND TRENDS 


ROBABLY as important as the winning 
P design itself in this competition are the 
fundamental concepts and principles which 
have governed the designs of the competitors. 
The fundamental question posed by the com- 

ition was to design a house to cost between 
£900 and £1,000 for a five-person family. 

What caused this figure to be set ? Probably 
almost as acute as the cry for more houses is 
the cry that houses we are building to-day are 
too dear. What the maximum rental may be 
which a family can afford is a difficult sociologi- 
cal problem, the solution of which varies from 
country to country, but it is significant for us 
that the housing subsidy was fixed in 1946 
so that rents should be in the region of 10s. 
per week. Since then, of course, prices and 
wages have both risen. 


Rental 


With a house, as shown in the winning 
design, costing £950, and in receipt of normal 
subsidy, what rental would the tenant have to 
pay? Here is the calculation : 











Weekly 
Cost Equivalent 
Rent 
sé 
Cost of wae m 950 2 
Land, roads an 
services 158 22 
Architects’ and 
surveyors’ fees ... dea 36 6 
1,144 15 10 
Annual cost of repairs 
and maintenance ae 10 3 10 
Economic weekly rent ... avd 19 8 
Less Annual Subsidies. 
Exchequer contribution £16 es £22 8 5 
Rates £5 10s. ’ 
Actual rent (exclusive of rates) ... 11s. 3d. 


(Figures based on present housing grants and on the 
Girdwood Report, 1950.) 


While discussing rent, it is perhaps as well 
to remember that every £100 in cost of a house 
represents a subsidised rental of 1s. 5d. per 
week, 


Architectural Ingenuity 


To solve the problem of “‘ too dear,” the 
concept of the £900-£1,000 house was born, 
and the ingenuity not only of the architectural 
profession but also to some extent of the 
specialist firms was invoked. The conditions 
laid down that while the designs were to be 
done by registered architects, collaboration 
with technical firms would be encouraged. 
Here, then, was the opportunity for all to take 
to show that their ideas or products could help 
the country at this time to reduce the costs 
of houses. 

How, in general, have the competitors 
tackled this question? Not only can some- 
thing be learnt from the study of the winning 
designs but there is also a lesson in the general 
trends which have emerged. 

The notes which follow have been written 
after a careful analysis of the designs and re- 
ports of many of the competitors’ schemes ; 
those selected have in general, however, been 
ftom examples which have impressed the most. 
It 1s not felt that an analysis of the less impres- 
sive. designs serves any useful purpose—for 
much that is in these would show only slight 
alterations from present-day practice. Only 
oné or two “revolutionary” designs have 
been produced—notably those with the can- 
tilevered “first floor of larger area than the 


ground and a house built to form a circular 
block. 
General 


It is obvious that the solution could lie in two 
directions—or in a combination of both. 

(a) By reducing the overall area of the houses. 

(6) By using cheaper or more economic 
methods of construction. : 

What, in fact, has been done ? 

Generally speaking, there has been a 
considerable reduction of the overall size of 
houses compared to the figures given in the 
** Housing Manual, 1949.” Compared with 
the ‘“ Manual” figure of 900-950 sq. ft., 
many designs have been less than 800 sq. ft., 
while the majority have been in the region 
of 850 sq. ft. The immediate reaction is, of 
course, that amenities may have been lost by 
this decrease in size. 

But this is not so; living-dining-rooms of 
200 sq. ft. are common, and on the first floor 
the decrease in bedroom area is not appre- 
ciable. 

What has, however, happened is that there 
has been a very considerable reduction in the 
amount of “ unlived-in” space in the house. 
Gone are the large entrance halls of the pseudo- 
Victorian inter-war era—the passages separa- 
ting various downstairs rooms. In their 
place, as a general concept, has come the 
working kitchen, adjoining the one large 
living-dining-room. By careful planning, in 
the majority of cases, this living-dining-room 
has been made into a room full of character, 
and with a shape which makes it entirely 
suitable for all the functions it has to per- 
form. 

Some designs have the alternative plan of the 
kitchen-meals-room with separate living-room, 
but have probably lost by the sub-division 
what the other plan gains ; it is only by the 
complete use of space planning that the 
smaller floor area, shown in the designs, can 
conform to to-day’s standards of housing. 

Almost without exception the second w,c.— 
only asked for since the advent of the “* 1949 
Manual ” —has disappeared as an “ extrava- 
gance” in low-cost housing. Some have 
included ‘the w.c. in the bathroom, and others 
have provided it separately. 

Ceilings were almost universally 7 ft. 6 in. 
high with the occasional 7 ft. 9 in. ground 
floor. 


Site Planning 


Theories of site planning have also influenced 
the internal designs of these houses, for 
practically all the competitors have decided 
that the “tunnel” approach to the “ back 
door” is to be avoided. In the first place, 
this, in the terrace house, allows for all the 
houses to be of a similar plan without the 
differences in the end and central houses, 
which, of course, is a help towards cheaper 
housing ; in the second place, it is probably 
an improvement in general layout and design, 
as the “ tunnel”. is all too often unsightly and 
difficult to maintain in a clear state. 

Two, solutions to this problem have been 
generally adopted : 

(1) Bringing the kitchen to the front (or 
road side) of the house. 

(2) Having a secondary access to the 
houses, either from a service road or from a 
path running between alternate blocks. 
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The answer in solution 1 depends somewhat 
on the aspect of the house, and, in fact, many 
of the houses were designed with an east-west 
aspect and would not work so well in a direct 
south aspect. 

In most cases, a second (or “ back”) door 
has been provided, although there are com- 
petitors who have decided that one door is 
quite sufficient and that, in any case, the trades- 
men to-day quite often use the front door. 
With the kitchen at the front, it means that a 
much greater portion of the living-dining-room 
can have windows overlooking the garden— 
although the theory of the sink being under the 
window. to let the housewife see the children 
in the garden has met a definite rebuff ! 

In solution 2 there is, of course, the additional 
expense involved of roads or paths, and the 
long approach up the back garden to each 
house would certainly militate against the 
tradesmen using this approach. 

Generally speaking, competitors have settled 
the problem of the shed by bringing it within 
the house—but whether this will ultimately 
lead to the desire of the tenants for another 
garden shed is a problem to be thought out. 
Coal storage generally is dealt with and, in 
the case of houses with only one frontal 
approach, is often combined with dustbin 
storage at the front. 


; Appearance 


The conditions called for the competitor to 
show the elevations of the houses in a terrace 
of four. This at once gives the feeling of 
length to the block and helps in the appear- 
ance—for in many of the schemes the appear- 
ance of the houses, if built in pairs, might leave 
much to be desired. Many of the designers 
have projected the party walls at the front and 
rear to divide the elevations into squares. 
This may lead to some constructional problems, 
but it certainly helps to give some degree of 
privacy from one house to another which is 
often one of the objections to the terrace house. 

Windows vary from the normal size (of 
approximately 1/10th floor area) to the very 
large. In many cases the large windows might 
prove expensive both in construction and also 
to the tenant in the extra heating it would 
involve. Windows are constructed both in 
steel and timber, and there would appear little 
claim to either as being superior. 


Construction 


So much for general planning. considera- 
tions ; how about methods of construction ? 
If one were hoping to find the panacea of 
to-day’s problems in new methods of house 
building, the competition will prove somewhat 
disappointing, for generally methods of con- 
struction are most orthodox with minor sim- 
*plifications and amendments. 

Wails: The walls generally are in brick 
facing with breeze or hollow tile internally, 
though many still favour the 11-in. cavity 
brick wall. Few seem to like the large con- 
crete slab, and the post and panel system—or 
any other form of pre-fabrication on those 
lines—was noticeable by its general omission. 

Many competitors stress that it is only by 
giving the house builder materials of which he 
is familiar (or utilising techniques with which 
he is familiar) that savings in cost on the site 
can be effected. They have, therefore, looked 
at the traditional methods to see where these 
have proved extravagant or excessive and have 
effected economies on these. It is probably 
only natural that,.where cost is of paramount 
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importance, the facing brick has practically 
vanished, being replaced either by a “ rustic” 
brick, or by colour wash. On the grounds of 
maintenance, the latter may be a doubtful 
economy. 

Foundations: Waving decided on _ the 
“structural wall,’ the competitors have been 
fairly evenly divided in their choice of founda- 
tions, with half favouring the thickened slab 
and the remainder the concrete footing. 
Though it is hardly the place here to mention 
it, it would seem that some of the foundations 
are rather shallow, and, of course, the slab 
though suitable for flat sites (a premise of most 
competitors) may prove expensive on a 
sloping site. Four inch concrete to solid ground 
floors was universal, and one may wonder 
what some of the flooring specialists would 
say to laying their flooring to some houses! 

First Floor: First floors generally (and 
practicaHy universally) are in timber joists, 
boarded, though a few have used reinforced 
concrete. Since competitors were not asked 


to economise on timber beyond the present - 


minimum, this solution is probably only to be 
expected—on grounds of cost alone. 

Roofs: There is practically equal choice 
between various roof shapes—though any- 
thing above a 30 deg. pitch has practically 
disappeared, except where the room-in-roof 
technique has been adopted. In the case of 
the pitched roof, the timber truss (to T.D.A. 
design very often) has been favoured, with 
either concrete pantiles or asbestos as the 
favourite. 

The clay tile has suffered a somewhat univer- 
sal eclipse—which from esthetic grounds may 
be a pity—but cost was prime importance. 

Of the “low pitched” type there were 
those who favoured the flat roof, either of 
concrete or of other more modern materials, 
and those who favoured the “lean-to” 
covered with asbestos or similar light- 
weight materials. 

Staircases: No general school of thought 
exists on the problem of the staircase, but 


THE BUILDER 


these were mainly of the traditional type 
with either 12, 13 or 14 risers. These ranged 
from the single straight flight out of the hall 
with a balustrade, and the central stair with 
walls either side, to those with either one or 
two quarter-space or a half-space landing. 

Some of the staircases had become rather 
tortuous and might lead to difficulties not only 
of construction but certainlY with the furniture 
removers ! 

Heating: In the heating of the house the 
greatest diversity of opinion is apparent, and 
it is difficult to generalise at all. In many cases, 
it is difficult*to find exactly how the house is 
heated and whether attention has been paid 
to this point. 

The convector fire in a central position with 
hot air to the upper floor and back boiler for 
hot water is generally favoured, but there 
are many who have found it possible to pro- 
vide a system of radiators in the main rooms 
and halls off a back boiler, and some who have 
added the amenity of the heated towel rail. 

Practically all the competitors have given a 
solid fuel fire in the living-room, though as a 
modern concept electric panel heating is an 
example of new ideas (though, with power as it 
is to-day, hardly realistic), and district heating 
was suggested by at least one. 

Hot Water: This question is, of course, 
closely allied to that of heating, and here 
again there are wide divergencies of view ; 
back boilers, electric immersion heaters 
(coupled to back boilers or on their own), and 
instantaneous gas heaters, all find their adher- 
ents, but perhaps not enough thought has been 
given to the running costs of these. 

Plumbing, etc.: Some competitors have 
felt that by planning the bathroom on the 
ground floor they have eased the plumbing 
problem as well as the planning one, but, 
generally speaking, the bathroom has been 
arranged over the kitchen and near to the hot- 
water tank to avoid long plumbing runs. 
In the drainage, the one-pipe system has been 
practically universally adopted, and substi- 
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tute materials often suggested—generally with. 
in reason. 

Many competitors have, however, Omitted 
the storage tank and taken their services of 
the mains (not, we trust, those with back 
boilers, but it is not easy to tell), and while this 
is an ideal concept, and approved in certain 
parts of the country, it is doubtful if it is g 
regulation, the repeal of which could fe 
thought reasonable at this time. Of those 
with storage tanks, many are below the Ceiling 
level, and, unless the pipework design was 
carefully detailed, a bath might be rather g 
long time filling., Most competitors by their 
planning had cut down the amount of drainage 
required, and in most cases one manhole was 
adequate—though the placing of these ip 
some cases so close to the footings !was rather 
foolhardy. Many had assumed a combined 
system of drainage which is possibly rare jn 
this country, and their estimates of cost would 
be somewhat increased by the exigencies of 
existing conditions. 

Kitchens: If the housewife is looking for 
the dream kitchen of the American type (or as 
suggested by houses at Olympia at times) she 
will be disappointed. The superfluity of 
fittings so often shown has vanished—and 
perhaps only naturally to help save cost, but 


- some have perhaps gone rather too far back to 


the pre-war sink only. 

Cookers, refrigerators and even electric 
water heaters have all been left to the tenant, 
but in some cases a fitting has been designed 
to take these in their standard sizes. The 
larder has increased in several cases, and the 
number of smaller cupboards so often found 
has been reduced. 

By bringing the shed within the curtilage 
of the house, as so many have done, space for 
brooms, etc., is no longer thought necessary 
in the kitchens. In some cases a utility room 
had been provided with laundry facilities, 
adding extra expense of drainage, etc., but 
generally this has been omitted. 

The drying cupboard was also omitted in 
most cases—again as being an expense—but 
it would seem worthy of consideration as an 
amenity well liked by many housewives. 

Fittings: There has been a general reduc- 
tion in the number of fittings provided, and 
wardrobes have often been completely omitted. 
This is perhaps a pity, for in the smaller house 
the fitted wardrobe and cupboard is a space- 
saver and an asset. 

Gas and Electric Services : Generally speak- 
ing, competitors gave both gas and electric 
services to their houses—though there were 
some who decided gas could be omitted. 


Conclusions 


General conclusions that can be drawn are: 

There has been a tightening up of design 
without materially cutting room sizes as 
laid down by the Ministry of Health,’ and 
it is in fact the shape of the rooms and 
their suitability to house the furniture they 
have to take which is of prime importance ; 

Traditional materials have been chosen 
and used in their most efficient manner 
and of the least expensive type (and by 
doing so the smaller builder who under- 
stands them is helped); 

There has been a reduction of fittings 
generally and the supply of such items as 
cookers, etc., left to the tenants ; and 

There has been a simplification of the 
plumbing and drainage systems (a fruitful 
source of research far beyond what has 
already been done). 
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DESIGN PLACED FIRST (No. 106) 


Architects: J. L. WOMERSLEY, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., 
and G. HOPKINSON, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 
(Borough Architect and Deputy Borough Architect, 
respectively, to the County Borough of Northampton). 


FuooR AREA: 781 sQ. FT. 

PRICE PER FT. Sup.: 24s. 4d. 

CapITAL Cost: £950. 

RENTAL (INCLUSIVE OF SUBSIDIES BUT EXCLUSIVE OF RATES AND 
SUPERVISION): 11s. 3d. 


1.—Principles of Design 


FTER giving careful consideration to the various methods 

by which the cost of a terrace house might be reduced 

to under £1,000 it was decided that a design based on the 

following principles would stand the best chance of being 
accepted by the average urban family. 

(1) The space which must obviously be sacrificed in order 
to reduce present costs by the required amount should, as far 
as possible, be circulation space. 

Acting on this principle it was decided, first, to omit the 
“ through-passage *°—usually considered, despite its drawbacks, 
to be a sine gua non in terrace housing, and, secondly, to 
omit the conventional hall which has, through the centuries, 
retained such a firm place in the house plan despite the major 
differences in requirements between the Manor and Mansion 
House of the erstwhile nobility and the present-day cottage- 
home of the ordinary citizen. 

(2) As the omissions referred to in Item (1) are inadequate 
in themselves to reduce costs sufficiently it was decided that, 
provided bedrooms were well planned, small but important 
reductions could be made in their areas without any correspond- 
ing reduction in health standards. It is considered that the 
minimum areas recommended in the Housing Manual, which are 
greatly in excess of pre-war standards, could well be reduced from 
135, 110 and 70 sq. ft. respectively in Bedrooms 1, 2 and 3 to 
120, 110 and 60. 

(3) One of the few criticisms of extravagance in house plan- 
ning which have been levelled at the Minister of Health by 
architects generally has been in respect of the second w.c., which 
he insists should be provided in every three-bedroom house. 
This, in the opinion of the authors, is a luxury the nation cannot 
afford at the present time. Whilst it is admitted that there are 
drawbacks to placing the only w.c. in a five-person house in 
the bathroom, it is considered that unless other equipment or 
the quality of materials are to be sacrificed, space cannot be 


, found for a separate w.c. in the compact plan which it is so 
| necessary to provide. 


(4) Other departures from the conventional house plan over and 
above those already described have been deliberately eschewed. 
The principle of the dual-purpose room (living and sleeping), 
folding beds and similar so-called labour-saving and space- 
saving gadgets, whilst doubtless deserving of further considera- 
tion, attract, it is felt, only a small percentage of those at present 
requiring homes and need to be introduced with caution. It is 
considered that the purpose of this competition is to evolve a 
solution which will, without doubt, obtain widespread accept- 
ance by the public. 

With these principles forming the background, therefore, 
a plan has been produced which provides on the ground floor 
Very adequate living, working and storage space, all within 
the main walls of the house, and on the first floor a sufficiency 
of sleeping space, toilet facilities and cupboards. 

Plan Shape: The plan arrangement is largely dependent on 
the position of the single fireplace which, by means of the Ideal 
Neo-fire or other similar appliance, in addition to heating 
the large living-dining-room, heats the water for bathroom and 
kitchen, radiators on the landing and in bedroom 2, and a towel- 
tail in the bathroom. 
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The bathroom is planned immediately over the kitchen and 
as close as possible to the living-room fire-boiler in order to 
reduce plumbing and drainage costs to a minimum and to provide 
a heating system of the utmost efficiency. 

A small entrance lobby with space for cloaks takes the place 
of the hall. 

Entrances: Both main and trades doors open on to the road 
frontage, access to the rear being via the store and kitchen. 

Fuel and Refuse: The location of the fuel store, off the main 
store near the front of the house, and the provision ofthe dust- 
bin enclosure outside the store entrance, are a great convenience 
to tradesmen. Labour costs, which figure so largely in the 
frequent refuse collections now demanded, will be substantially 
reduced by the shorter travel of the collectors. 

Store: The store includes a shelf the length of the long wall, 
and a clothes airer, so that the room can be used either for 
purposes ancillary to the kitchen, for storage of cycles, pram 
and garden tools, or as a hobby room. Being planned to be 
adjacent the store of the adjoining house in all cases, noises 
made there are well insulated from living-rooms ; and being 
contained within the main walls of a small compact house 
which has partial central heating, cycles, pram and other articles 
should remain free from rust. 

Frontage Width: The frontage (22 ft. between party walls) 
has been kept as narrow as possible compatible with other plan 
requirements, as, of course, it is unrealistic to save house costs 
at the expense of land, roads and services. 

Room Heights: Advantage has been taken of the proposals 
contained in the Girdwood Report to reduce floor heights by 
making the ground floor 7 ft.9 in. high and the first floor 
7 ft. 6 in. high, which is considered a sound compromise between 
present and proposed standards. 

End Houses in Terrace: The plan submitted has the advantage 
of being suitable in unaltered form for the end houses in a 
terrace, whether or not the gable end is exposed to view. Where 
the gable is exposed an additional window may be inserted in 
the living-room, thus providing a satisfactory esthetic treatment 
externally, adding to the amenity of that room. 


2.—Construction 


The construction proposed is fundamentally traditional but 
allows for the introduction of as much standardisation and 
simplification as possible. 

Walls are of load-bearing brickwork, the external walls being 
11 in. cavity and the party walls 9 in. solid. Sound-carrying 
between houses is discouraged as all floor joists span between 
front and rear walls. 

All visible brickwork at front and rear is in London Brick 
Company Phorpres rustic facings. 

Partitions are of hollow clay blocks 3 in. in thickness. 

Ground Floor is of 4 in. solid concrete (waterproofed where 
covered with plastic tiles) on 4 in. hardcore. 

First Floor is of 6 in. by 2 in. and 6 in. by 24 in. timber joists, 
one 6 in. by 3 in. by 10 lb. R.S.J. being introduced across the 
narrow portion of the living-room in the floor thickness. 

Roof is of timber covered with sandfaced clay pantiles on 
reinforced roofing felt, at 30 deg. pitch. 

The authors are interested in the recommendations of the 
Girdwood Report in respect of using single lap interlocking 
tiles as they have themselves used this method extensively with 
a view to both timber economy and financial saving. 

Windows are standard metal with wide frames built directly 
into the brickwork. 

Door and Window Heads and Surrounds are of precast con- 
crete, the exposed portions only being ‘“‘ faced” with recon- 
structed stone. This treatment has proved economical in 
practice and gives the necessary emphasis to these features in 
contrast to large areas of brickwork. 

Eaves: The use of the Finlock precast eaves block saves 
timber, labour and cost and provides an esthetically satisfying 
treatment as the proprietors are prepared to amend the profile 


F 
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of the fascia to suit the architect’s taste. A further improve- 
ment would be to face the visible portion of the blocks in recon- 
structed stone to match the window surrounds, etc., thus eliminat- 
ing the need to paint and repaint the blocks. 

This feature has been fixed as low as practicable, walling being 
saved by keeping the ceiling joists above the wall plate and thus 
allowing a small splay or cove in the ceiling. 


3.—Finishes 
The temptation to reduce costs by using poor quality internal 


finishing materials has been resisted, particularly with regard to 
floor finishes. A schedule of internal Gnishes & is as follows : — 









































j 
cr } Walls | Ceiling 
Living-room .| Plastic tiles | Plaster and washable distemper | Skimmed Plas- 
| terboard 
|  distempered 
Lobby ... ae Do. | Do. do. | Do. 
Kitchen .| Quarry tiles Plaster and oil paint with tiles to Do. 
height of 12 in. above sink and | 
drainer. 
Store... ...| Granolithic ...| Fair-face common brickwork and} Do. 
washable distemper. | 
Fuel store .| Concrete, Do. do. | Do. 
Spade finish limewhitened | 
Bedrooms 1,2 & | $ in. T. & G. | Plaster and washable distemper | Do. 
3 and landing} _ boarding. 
Bathroom aa Do. Li Plaster and oil paint | Do. 


4. —Fi ittings and Fixtures 

Doors: The main entrance door is two-panelled, the upper 
panel being of semi-obscure glass. 

The external doors to kitchen and store have the upper half 
glazed in semi-obscure glass and the lower half of V-jointed 
boarding. 

The door from lobby to living-room is a standard 2 ft. 6 in. by 
6 ft. 6 in. door with three glazed panels. 

Other internal doors are standard 2 ft. 6 in. by 6 ft. 6 in. single 
panel doors except that to the bathroom, which is a standard 
2 ft. 3 in. by 6 ft. 6 in. single panel door. 

Cupboards: Over-provision of cupboards has been avoided. 
The kitchen contains a cabinet 3 ft. 6 in. wide, contiguous with a 
worktop and an adequate larder. 

It is found in practice that most tenants have sufficient bedroom 
furniture, provided one fairly large cupboard is included. This is 
incorporated in bedroom 3 above the stairs. 

The electric fire in bedroom 1 is set in a plain tile surround 
upon a tiled hearth. 

5.—Heating, Hot Water and Plumbing 

The Ideal Neo-fire, or other similar slow-combustion boiler- 
fire, fixed in the living-room fireplace, heats not oniy that room 
but radiators in the landing and bedroom 2, a towel-rail in the 
bathroom, and hot water for kitchen sink, bath and lavatory 
basin. 

All these fittings are placed in the closest possible proximity 
to one another in order to provide a highly efficient heating and 
hot-water system at the lowest possible cost. Hot cylinder and 
cold feed and expansion tanks are all contained within the linen 
cupboard. 

Copper waste pipes from lavatory basin and bath have deep- 
seal traps and, together with the soil pipe from the w.c., are 
taken directly into a single vertical soil, waste and vent pipe 
which has ground bosses to receive the waste pipe branches. 

Ducts have removable covers for access to pipes. 


6.—Services 

Cooking, Lighting and Power: When the object is to economise 
it is considered to be unrealistic to provide the luxury of alterna- 
tive means of cooking. 

Consequently, as electricity is generally considered to be the 
most suitable means of supplying lighting and power, it is 
proposed to use it for cooking also and so avoid the need to 
bring gas mains to the site. 
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An electric control panel for cooker and wash boiler jg jp, 
cluded in the kitchen. A sum is included to provide the way, 
boiler but not the cooker as it is felt that this may well be hired. 
Wiring would be on the standard Ring Circuit. 

Power points are included as follows:— 

Living-room: One near window, one near fireplace. Stor». 
One at kitchen end (so that tenant could use a portable cop. 
vector heater to dry clothes). Bedroom 2: One near door 
Bedroom 3: One near door. Light points are included for each 
bedroom, bathroom, landing, kitchen, store and lobby with two 
points in the living-room. 


7.— Insulation 

Heat Insulation and Ventilation: Reinforced roofing {ek 
covers the roof under the pantiles and slagwool pugging | jp, 
thick is laid between the ceiling joists over the first floor to reduce 
heat losses via the roof. 

Sound Insulation: In planning the scheme, kitchens, bath. 
rooms and stores of adjoining houses have been grouped to. 
gether so that the noises made in these rooms in one house are 
insulated so far as possible from the living-room and bedrooms 
of the next house. 

Care has been taken to avoid building any floor joists, roof 
timbers, etc., into party walls to obviate sound transmission, 


8.—External Works 

Paths and Paving: Front paths and paving outside kitchen at 
rear is 3 in. concrete on 3 in. hardcore. 

Walls and Fences: A 4}-in. brick wall 5 ft. long and 6 ft 
high terminating in a 9 in. by 9 in. pier is provided at the rear 
between houses to give privacy. Beyond this the dividing 
fences are 3 ft. high of concrete posts and wire. 

Individual front gardens with their gates and fences are 
replaced by open grass forecourts on the grounds of both 
appearance and economy. 

Drainage: A 6-in. combined soil and surface water drain has 
been included for along the front of the terrace and a 4-in. 
surface water drain along the rear. . 


9.— Collaboration 

The authors have collaborated with a building contractor 
who carries out a considerable house-building programme in the 
vicinity. They possess a signed letter from him to state that, 
subject to approval by the Ministry of Health, he is willing to! 
build 50 houses of the type submitted, based on costs ruling at! 
December 31, 1950, for the figure certified by the quantity sur- 
veyor and, further, that he is prepared to erect a row of four of 
such houses on his own land for demonstration purposes. 


10.—Room Areas 


GROUND FLOoor. 





Living-room. 
10 ft. 7$in. x 4 ft. O in. 
+10 ft. ld in. x 12 ft. 3. in. 
+ 8ft.0 in. x i ft. 10} in. 
+ 9ft.1 in. x 2ft.7} in. = 206 sq. ft. 
Kitchen (including Larder). 
12 ft.6in. x 3 ft. 1} in. 
+12 ft. ll in. x 2 ft. 74} in. 
+ Oft. Din. x 1 ft.O in. = 83 sq. ft. 
Store (including Fuel). 
5 ft.44in. x 10ft.74in. = 57 sq. ft. 
Larder (included in Kitchen). | 
3 ft. 44 in. x 2 ft. 3 in. = 7,5 sq. ft. 
Lobby. 
4h. Sin. x 2h. 9m. = 13 sq. ft. 
First FLoor. 
Bedroom No. 1. 
10 ft.9in. x 6 ft. 3 in. 
+11ft.9in. x 3 ft. 6in. 
+10 ft.6in. x 1 ft. 3 in. = 121 sq. ft.* 
Bedroom No. 2. 
10 ft. 9in. x 9 ft. 6in. 
+ 2 ft. 6 in. 2 ft. 9 in. = 109 sq. ft.* : 
*An adjustment of 1 in. would be made to the partition so as to give 120 sq. 
and 110 sq. ft. 
Bedroom No. 3. 
7 ft. 9 in. 8 ft. 0 in. = 62 sq. ft. 
Bathroom. 
6ft.9in. x 6 ft. Oin. = 40.5 sq. ft. 
11.—House ont and Size 
Cost (gee estimate) ie ... £950 
Area 2 x 22 ft. Oin. x 17 ft. 9 . 781 sq. ft. 
Cube 22 ft. 9in. x 19 ft. 7 in. x “io fi Sin. 9,068 cub. ft. 
Cost per square foot th A = s. 4d. 
Cost per cubic foot Pas poe ver ois ae tee 
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DESIGN PLACED SECOND (No. 76) 


Architects: EDWARD NARRACOTT and Associates, 
A. & L.R.IL.B.A., Edward Narracott, A.R.I.B.A., 
H. G. Gillard, L.R.I.B.A., and Alan Causey Jones, 
Dip.Arch.(Mancr.). 


FLoor AREA: 875 sq. FT. 
CAPITAL Cost: £981. 


ECAUSE the overall cost of the house has to be within 

£1,000 it follows that a very large floor area is ruled out, 

but, nevertheless, we consider that a feeling of space should be 
encouraged for the very reason that space is limited. 

Children’s Den: The house is supposed to cater for two parents 
and three children, and as such we consider one of the basic 
necessities of the plan is a children’s den where the children may 
play, conduct their homework, etc. 

Sunlight: The design shows a “through”  living-room- 
dining-room with a window at each end, thus gaining the maxi- 
mum amount of sunlight, whichever way the front of the house 
may face. 

Timber : Special attention has been paid to the use of the 
minimum amount of timber. Only 0.50 of a standard has been 
us2d compared with 1.25 standards the Government would 
allow for a floor area of equivalent size. 


General: The authors have gone out of their way to prepare 
a scheme which is both economical and practical, and which 
the city, town or country builder would be able to build without 
the aid of any special building knowledge, other than the nor- 
mally accepted forms of building. The use of the materials 
employed is such that building maintenance would be reduced 
to a minimum. 

Construction 

The house is intended to be built off a 4-in. cement raft 
foundation with the outer raft thickness and chimney platform 
reinforced. The floor of the raft is covered with Accotile. 

External walls are of 44-in. common brick, 14-in. cavity and 
4-in. concrete block. External brick facing and concrete lintols 
will be covered with two coats of broken white “ Paintcrete.” 
9-in. party walls are of concrete block. All internal walls are 
rendered in cement and sand, and set with cement, sand and lime, 
using a wood float finish, left natural. External window cills 
are of weathered common brick. Roof consists of 54-in. av. 
by 24-in. precast concrete beams, in two lengths, reinforced 
with two No. 3-in. m.s. bars, having a fall of 14-in. rrom front 
to back, The beams bearing on the external walls and the 
central 6-in. by 5-in. R.S.J. are spaced at 2-ft. centres, covered 
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on top with 2-in. thick slabs of Thermacoust and three layer 
of “Standard” roofing, grit finish, with the bottom layer of 
asbestos-based bituminous felt. 


The roof falls from front to back to a single 3-in. asbesto 
R.W. pipe and 3-in. downpipe fixed at rear. 


To the underside of the beams in the first floor is fixed 4.ip, 
Ten-Test sheets with the edges of same splayed to produce y 
joints. The first floor consists of 6-in. by 14-in. deal joists 
covered on top with 7-in. by 3-in. S.E. flooring and on underside 
with 4-in. thick Ten-Test sheets with the edges of same splayed 
to produce V joints. 

The large window to living-room is of 3-in. by 2-in. rebated 
deal, with the central section consisting of a fixed sheet of 4-in, 
plate glass with an external plinth of asbestos sheeting on timber 
framing. A like construction applies to the side window of the 
front entrance. All other external doors and windows are to 
standard metal sizes without sub-frames, but having 3-in. wood 
window boards. Doors are to standard size, off-licence type, 
consisting of framing faced with }-in. hardboard. 


The fireplace to living-room consists of a standard 24-in. 
fire-back set into a buff-coloured Devon engineering brick 
surround and wall, built up with the main structural walls. Hot 
water is served from a multi-point Ascot gas water heater, type 
N.E.A. 32, fixed in the kitchen, connected to the cold water 
service direct without a storage tank. A 3-in. copper cold- 
water main serves the house direct off the public main. Branches 
in 4-in. copper feed all points. 

Linen and store cupboard on first floor consists of prefabri- 
cated units of 3-in. unfaced ‘“‘ Weyroc”’ framed up on site. The 
single flight deal staircase consists of 1-in. strings, 4-in. risers 
and 1-in. treads. The handrail is of a 14-in. dia. oak mopstick 
on one wall face, supported on No. 3 metal wall brackets. 
Electric points are on the ringed main system. A _ tubular 
heater serves the linen cupboard. 


Decorations 


As all internal wall surfaces are left natural white stucco, they 
will remain undecorated. Fibre-board ceilings are twice dis- 
tempered. All internal and external woodwork, but excluding 
floors, staircases and shelving, is twice gloss painted after using 
an aluminium primer. All internal and external metalwork is 
twice gloss painted after using a red lead primer. 

A central 2-in. thick concrete path on 2-in. bed of ashes, 4 ft 
wide, serves each pair of houses on the block in front. At the 
rear, a radiating 3-ft. gravel path serves each pair, together with 





a separate gravel path to each dustbin enclosure. No party 
fences or boundary fences are included for the authors wish to 
encourage a free open type of layout. 
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DESIGN PLACED THIRD (No. 166) 
Architect: H. UNDERHILL DIPLOCK 


FLoor AREA: 808 sq. FT. 
CAPITAL CosT: £948. 


Planning 

Site Width: This is a design for an economical terrace house 
using a fairly wide frontage, as maximum economy in site width 
involving long strip gardens is considered to be out of balance 
with modern living standards. 

Aspect: As this design is likely to be the subject of repetition 
it has a through living-room so that the question of aspect can 
largely be ignored. E 

Accommodation: Apart from the omission of the second w.c., 
Housing Manual room areas have been approximately equalled, 
and the only w.c. has been put into a separate compartment. 


Extra Lavatory Basin: The over-long use of an only lavatory 
basin more frequently causes annoyance than the similar use of 
a w.c., therefore a second lavatory basin has been installed in the 
principal bedroom. In the position shown the cost will be 
minimised as drainage and services are within inches of the fitting. 


Plan Economy: Plan features tending towards economy are :— 
(1) Moderate size but well-planned bedrooms surrounding an 
upper landing which is irreducible in area: (2) A straight 
flight of stairs; (3) An entrance hall of the minimum area 
considered reasonable; (4) The omission of one w.c., less the 
provision of an additional lavatory basin. No pram accommo- 
dation is offered in the hall as the store entrance is on the road 
front. 

Store: The arrangement of placing the store within the 
building is regarded as an improvement on the usual tunnel 
between houses. No necessity exists for strangers to pass through 
the house, and the only garden tool which would be inconvenient 
to bring through the kitchen to the store is the garden roller, 
an implement which in any case is usually left in the open. The 
stock excuse that barrow-loads of manure are required for the 
garden is a relic of the days when horses existed. 

Dustbin Cupboard: It is suggested that a dustbin cupboard 
in the store with a hinged lid for filling and a well-ventilated 
external door for removal are worth their small cost on 
hygienic grounds. 


Construction 
Walling: The principal economy of structure offered is the 
use of 6-in. hollow clay blocks for external walling. Such 
blocks made by the London Brick Co. are advertised as being 
satisfactorily reported on by the Building Research Station, 
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and an allowance has been made in the Cost Report for the 
improvement of thermal insulation in these walls by the use of 
vermiculite loaded plaster. 

Care has been taken not to overload these hollow blocks which 
only carry the roof weight, the floor loading being carried by 
spanning the floor joists from party walls to a 4-in. block par. 
tition half-way between them. No floor trimming difficulties 
occur in the plan used and the total floor area is used as a dia. 
phragm, anchored to the front and back walls to ensure their 
stability under extremes of wind loading. 


Roof: Freedom from any tendency to roof spread in spite 
of the low eaves is obtained by the use of 6-in. by 14-in. rafters 
quite capable of transferring the load with negligible deflection, 


Fittings and Furniture 

Furniture: Furniture has been shown on the plan to indicate 
the usability of the rooms, and one feature not immediately 
obvious is the serving hatch, which can be opened to double width 
to form a counter at which two children could partake of meals 
under the eye of mother at work in the kitchen. 

The layout of the kitchen is considered worthy of note. If it 
is true that the kitchen is the most important room in the house, 
then this is a good house. 


Water Heating: Actual experience of the very well-insulated 
** Sadia ’’ Electric Heater is the reason for proposing its installa- 
tion under the draining-board adjacent to the sink and immedi- 
ately under the bathroom. Much argument is offered against 
electric water heating by those who expect something for nothing 
from a back boiler in a coal fire. In the author’s experience 
the properly designed and well-insulated electric two-stage water- 
heater is completely practical for low incomes. 


Drainage 
Drainage: An internal one-pipe system is proposed with one 
manhole, per house, all fittings being together on plan. 


Garages: It will be seen that the end pairs of houses are 
shown to have garages instead of stores. The house has been 
designed with a store of garage width intentionally, for there are 
many people of medium incomes who must have cars for busi- 
ness, and many more who sacrifice some other luxury in order 
to be motorists. 

A standardised house plan where the purchaser or tenant 
could have a garage instead of a store for a very small extra 
seems to be a worthwhile feature. 


Air-Raid Shelters: Without offering an opinion as to the 
desirability of providing air-raid shelters in new houses, it will 
be obvious that if a shelter is wanted the store is the right size 
and in the right position and would be inexpensive to convert. 
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HON. MENTION DESIGN (No. 260) 
Architect: A. G. GOODAIR, A.R.I1.B.A. 


FiLoor AREA: 792 sq. FT. 
CAPITAL CosT: £987. 


1. Construction: With the employment of the larger firms 
of contractors upon the defence programme, house building is 
likely to revert to the smaller firms who traditionally specialise 
in this class of work. This has been borne very much in mind 
in presenting a solution which is well within the scope of such 
firms under present conditions. 

The construction, which is clearly illustrated by the drawings, 
is orthodox, using normal building labour and materials and not 
requiring the use of elaborate or expensive machinery or equip- 
ment. 


2. Materials: Except for temporary shortages the materials 
used are readily available. The softwood content of 0.71 standards 
is well within the present permitted amount. Notes of materials 
are made on the drawings. 


3. Finishes: A reasonably wide range of alternative finishes 
is available for internal walls within the price limit. Any 
variation of the external wall finish, however, would mean an 
increase in cost. Facing brickwork, for example, would cost a 
further £35. Such variations could only be made if some or all 
of the items mentioned in the cost section of the report were 
omitted. 


4. Heating and Hot Water: The heating installation is a 
simple form of invisible panel warming giving ‘* whole house ” 
heating. The panels are confined to the ground-floor ceilings. 
Aluminium foil insulation over the panels gives efficient heating 
in the ground-floor rooms, but permits a sufficient upward heat 
loss to heat the first-floor rooms also. This low-temperature 
radiant heating is ideal for this purpose. It has none of the 
bad features of convection heating, the worst of which is the 
inevitable ‘‘ scorched dust ’’ smell, which is very objectionable. 
The authors have used this type of heating in some fifty small 
houses built within the last four years. They find it is readily 
accepted in preference to any form of open fire type of heating. 
It is easy and cheap to run and has proved very successful. 

The sum provided for heating is sufficient for an open fire 
convection type of heating should this be preferred as an 
alternative. The solid fuel boiler also provides hot water to 
sink, bath and lavatory basin from an indirect cylinder. Windows 
have been kept to reasonable proportions to reduce heat loss. 

Thermal insulation values are: Roof 0.18, and External Walls 
0.25. 
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5. Lighting: The electrical installation would be , 
simple ring main giving ten lighting points and five powe 
outlets. 

6. Housing Manual and Building Bye-law Standard. 
Although the total floor area is over 100 ft. super below th 
lower area recommended by the Housing Manual the actyg| 
room areas are within a few feet super of the standards required, 
The design complies with the building bye-laws except in two 
particulars. Most urban district bye-laws require a minimum 
height of 8 ft. The suggested height of 7 ft. 6 in. is adequate 
gives a better-proportioned room and could be justified on the 
saving of fuel alone. 

The outer thickness of the external wall to meet the bye-lays 
should be at least 3 in. thick. As this outer skin is non-load. 
bearing the proposed reduction in thickness does not affect 
the stability of the wall. 

Neither the general amenities nor the structural stability js 
in any way impaired by these very minor reductions in the 
standards imposed by the Housing Manual and building bye. 
laws. 


7. Floor Areas and Cubes: 











Living-room 17 ft. 6in. x 10 ft. 44 in. 181 ft. 7 in. 
10 ft. Oin. x 2 ft. 104 in. 28 ft. 9in. 
——. 210 ft. 4 in. 
Kitchen, etc. 16 ft. 6in. x 6ft. Jin. 103 ft. 2in. 
2ft. Oin. x 2ft. Qin. 5 ft. 6 in. 
——_—_—_—__. 108 ft. 8 in. 
Parents’ room 12ft. 9in. x 9ft. Oin. 114 ft. 9in. 
6ft. Oin. x Ift. 6in. 9 ft. Oin. 
——_— 123 ft. 9 in. 
Children’s room 11 ft. Oin. x 9Oft. 6in. = 99 ft. Oin. 
6ft. Oin. x Ift. 6in. 9 ft. Oin. 
———— 108 ft. O in. 
Child’s room 7ft. 3in. x 6ft. 6in.= 47ft. 2in. 
S5ft. 9in. x 3ft. Oin. 17 ft. 3 in. 
——_—. 64 ft. Sin. 
Total floor area— 
Ground floor 24 ft. Oin. « 16 ft. 6in. 396 ft. Oin. 
First floor 24 ft. Oin. x 16 ft. 6in. 396 ft. Oin. 
as 792 ft. Oin. super 
Cube 24 ft. Ilin. x 18 ft. Oin. x 18 ft. Oin. = 8,073 ft. Oin. cube 
8. Costs: The estimated cost is £987. The estimate has been 


prepared in accordance with the code for the measurement of 
Building Work in Small Dwelling-Houses. At this price the 


cube rate is 2s. 5}d. per foot cube and floor area rate 24s. 11d. 
per foot super. 

Reduction of the cost could be made with some slight lowering 
of general amenity by the omission of paving and trellis outside 
living-room, £7 10s. ; cupboards in first-floor rooms, £22 10s. ; 





reduction of 


ground-floor cloakroom and w.c., £16 10s. ; 
fittings in kitchen and living-room, £10 10s. 
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HON. MENTION DESIGN (No. 184) 
Architects: JOHNSON & CRABTREE, FF.R.LB.A. 


FiLoor AREA: 882 sq. FT. 
CAPITAL Cost: £990. 


HE basic idea of this house is to build by using more or less 
traditional materials and design, but to achieve a low cost 
by, firstly, reducing the size of the house and its parts to what 
the authors feel to be a reasonable minimum which is slightly 
smaller than that officially at the moment approved by the Minis- 
try of Health, and, secondly, achieving a low cost by very careful 
consideration of each individual item of the specification with a 
view to the elimination of all non-essentials and the greatest 
conservation of material and labour. 


The size of the rooms and the general planning of the house 
have been carefully considered and the authors feel confident 
that a normal family of five people could live comfortably and 
healthily in this house, and that the difference in standard from 
that officially approved by the Ministry of Health is really negli- 
gible. The most important difference is in the height of the 
rooms which are 7 ft. 6 in. instead of 8 ft. 0 in., and the omission 
of a second w.c. 


Costs have been estimated on the assumption that the sites 
are reasonably level and that the ground is firm and not of clay. 
Also that the houses would be let in groups of not less than 
fifty in one contract. 


Structurally the house follows what has become standard 
practice, that is, with cavity external walls. The inner wall 
in this case, however, is of 3-in. hollow terra-cotta, load-bearing 
blocks (made by The London Brick Company) and the partition 
walls being of the same units are bonded with this inner wall. 
The standard butterfly wire ties are to be used. It should be 
noted that chases in these walls are eliminated as far as possible 
as an unnecessary expense and that the light switches are of the 
ceiling type with cord and white rubber ball operation. 


The roof is of the lightest kind of interlocking pantile and the 
spacing of the roof timbers is thus enabled to be wider than 
normal, based upon the latest M.O.W. recommendation with 
regard to timber. 

The fireplace is central in the house so that heat is conserved 
and the two main bedrooms receive some warmth from the 
flue. The chimney emerges on the ridge of the house so that 
flashings are reduced to the minimum and no down draughts 
need be expected. The runs from the back boiler to the hot and 
cold tanks are short and the plumbing is concentrated in one 
portion of the house. The hot tank will be flanged for the inser- 
tion of an immersion heater, and a power point will be provided, 


The staircase is in one run with no winders or newels and 
with a straight run handrail fixed to the wall. One would not, 
perhaps, agree that this is the best form of stair from every point 


of view, but it is undoubtedly the cheapest. The baulk heag 
over the stair has been utilised as a dressing-table top in the | 
smaller bedroom, and as a cupboard in bedroom No. 1. 

The store or utility room is unplastered and can be used for 
bicycles, prams, garden tools, cloakroom, etc., according to the 
needs of the family. The meters will be placed on a shelf. The 
dustbin will be kept outside the door, but screened from the 
main door by a trellis. 

The larder wil: be provided with a concrete cold slab and with 
shelving, and the ventilating window will have an anti-fly mesh, 
Additional storage will be provided in the larder by a shelf 
formed over the end of the fuel store at high level. 

The windows are to be of metal and standard in every way, 
The outer cills are to be formed of quarry tiles in cement and the 
inner cills of cement pressed tiles which would be given an initia} 
wax polish. 

The floor in the living-room is to be of ‘‘ Weyroc”’ slabs laid 
in 24-in. squares and 3-in. thick. This is an extremely hard, 
durable and attractive floor and would be given an initial wax 
polish. The cost of this floor finish could be reduced slightly if 
based on a large order of over one thousand square yards. The 
floor in the kitchen and larder and entrance hall is to be of con- 
crete with a special shingle aggregate and a colouring pigment 
with the addition of a hardener. This floor also is to be given 
an initial wax polish and a skirting is included. The floor in 
the store and fuel store would be concrete finished to a good 
surface. 

The internal doors are to be plywood flush and finished with 
a clear cellulose varnish, and the frames and wooden skirtings 
are to be stained and also varnished. This policy is considered 
to be better than painting which is expensive and needs repetition 
at frequent intervals. No finger-plates, etc., are to be provided. 

The equipment to be provided with the house will not include 
a cooker, a dustbin or a wash boiler though the positions for 
these items are shown on the plans. The tenant will normally | 
have a choice of gas or electricity. 

The electric wiring will provide for the usual ceiling lighting 
points with ceiling-type switches. Power points will be provided 
in the kitchen, living-room, the two large bedrooms and the hot 
cupboard. 

The walls and ceilings will be finished with one coat only of 
‘** Duramatt ” which can be applied directly to new plaster and 
needs no sealing coats. 

Pathways as shown on the }-in. scale plan will be provided 
front and rear. The boundary at the front of the house will be 
a low wall with a pre-cast concrete coping, behind which the 
tenant will be required to plant a hedge. No gate is to be pro- 
vided. The boundary between one house and another will be 
defined by concrete posts well set in the ground and with a 4-ft. 
high cleft chestnut pale fencing fixed on wires and clear of the 
ground. The tenants will again be required to supplement this 
by hedges. The house has a floor area of 882 sq. ft., which, at 
22s. 54d. per sq. ft., gives a cost of £990. 
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HON. MENTION DESIGN (No. 97) 


Architects; HOWARD N. MICHELL, A.R.I.B.A., and 
T. SNOW 


FLoor AREA: 786 SQ. FT. 
CAPITAL CosT: £963. 


RGUMENT : Investigating ways and means to reduce 
the present high cost of house building, the following 
conclusions have been reached. 

(a) That, in many respects, the present standards of accom- 
modation and the conventional approach to the use of space 
have militated against economy and that here may be a fruitful 
source of investigation. 

(6) That it has not so far been possible to produce a structural 
system which is more economical than traditional building 
methods. One approach to the problem would, therefore, 
appear to be economical design of the structure within the scope 
of traditional methods. 

(c) That although the architect can have no ultimate control 
over the use of labour or the general administration on the site, 
he can do his utmost to contribute to economy by the simplicity 
of his planning and the wise choice of materials. 


(d) That in spite of the need for economical planning of space 
there can be no real justification for imposing upon the tenant 
a standard of taste and imagination in furnishing that it would 
require considerable pre-education to attain and that therefore 
individual room sizes must not be so considerably reduced that 
flexibility in conventional standards of furnishing cannot be 
obtained. 


Conclusions 


Argument (a). The individual room sizes recommended 
in the Housing Manual can be slightly reduced without detriment 
to convenience or health. 

2. The cold core of the house produced by the staircase and 
hall is not justified in basic house cost. The wasted unheated 
space is better utilised in the living area. 


3. Open planning of the ground floor can be justified by the 
use of an efficient firegrate, which would also heat the water, 
with provision for convected warm air to the dining recess and 
kitchen, provided that the thermal insulation value of the walling 
is good and that reasonable care has been taken in planning to 
reduce draughts, etc. 

4. The normal through access passage is wasteful and the 
rear access path is undesirable, and it is therefore considered 
that the need for access right through the house would be 
considerably minimised by placing the fuel store bin space at 
the front of the house. Through access can be maintained by 
planning this in the store area and by screening off a portion 
of the dining recess, preferably by means of a glazed screen. 

5. The irregular shape of the living-room is justified by the 
reduction of its dimension where it is least needed, and the 
increase in the kitchen where it is most wanted. 

6. The north aspect house type appears to lend itself to the 
most economical plan form if through access, etc., is to be 
obtained within the house and it would, therefore, become 
necessary to plan the site layout with this in view. It is thought 
that this is not impracticable and would be justified by the 
economies gained. 

7. That room heights of 7 ft. 6in. are considered to be adequate. 
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Argument (b). Wall structure: Brickwork is excessively 
strong and heavy for the function it has to perform, the 
thermal circulation is not high, and it is wasteful of craftsmen’s 
time. It was, therefore, decided to use 3-in. thermalite light. 
weight concrete blocks in cavity wall construction for the front 
and rear walls. By its nature, however, it is not a first-class 
sound insulator in economic thickness and, therefore, it was 
decided to make the party walls in normal 11-in. cavity brick. 
work. Roof loads are carried on front and back walls, the 
floor loads on party walls, and a spine through the centre of the 
house consisting of two solid piers and the chimney breast 
bridged by light angles within the floor thickness, which js 
constant. The party walls and spine are the only wall structures 
of sufficient loading to justify full normal foundation, and the 
front and back walls are carried on beams spanning between 
these and formed by thickening the floor slab. All other ground 
floor partitions are non load-bearing and are carried on the 
floor slab. Breeze concrete slabs are therefore considered 
adequate for these and first floor partitions. 


The concrete blocks require rendering externally and would 
be finished with ‘* Tyrolean ” cullamix on the ground floor and 
left smooth on the band course at first floor level. Vertical 
expansion joints in this course would emphasise the window 
module and prevent cracking in the render coat. Windows are 
of wood because of their greater economy and flexibility, 
Small ateas of sand faced fletton brickwork are used on the 
ground floor for architectural effect. 


2. Roof: This is of ‘“‘ Hendon” asbestos purlin tiles which 
appear to be the most economical roofing of reasonable appear- 
ance. 

3. Plumbing: Hot water is provided from the living-room fire 
unit and the linen cupboard is planned directly above. The hot- 
water cylinder and cold tank are in one combined unit. The 
cold service to bath, lavatory basin, sink and w.c. is served 
direct from the rising main. The internal one-pipe plumbing 
system carries the waste from bath, lavatory basin and w.c. 
on the first floor and the sink discharges direct to a gulley. 

The main soil service is planned to run across the front of the 
house 8 ft. from the front wall, and the house connections are 
thereby reduced to a minimum. The main storm water sewer 
runs alongside the soil sewer in the same trench | ft. above, and 
a single 3 in. diameter R.W.P. serves two houses front and rear. 
The drain from the rear R.W.P. is carried under the house and 
encased in concrete. No gas service is provided. 

4. Staircase: This is planned on a straight flight for maximum 
economy. 

5. Paths, etc.: A building line 10 ft. from the back edge of 
the footpath is envisaged to economise in house paths. Necessary 
overall street widths would be preserved by a corresponding 
increase in the size of verges. A small terrace area is provided 
at the rear screened by a 6 ft. length of walling. Fences at the 
front are not considered necessary or desirable and 3 ft. high 
chain link is adequate at the rear. 

Argument (c). The house has been designed as a unit which 
can be repeated in any number as desired. The unit is expressed 
externally by vertical brick piers, and variation and interest in 
the whole block can be obtained in colour and texture within 
this unit frame. This treatment obviates the necessity of 
“handing” the plan, thus securing a planned sound insulation 
between living-rooms, economies in staircase and fitting manu- 
facture and privacy at front entrances. 


The estimated cost of the house is £963, based on a figure 
per sq. ft. of 24s. 6d. 
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Elevation to Burlington-gardens 


SHOPFRONT AND SHOP, BURLINGTON GARDENS, W.1 


For ‘‘ Fior”’ (fashion accessories and jewellery) 


DESIGNED BY WERNER HEUMANN, N.R.D. 


through the window and thus providing a back- 

ground of movement which will stimulate interest 
ard a desire to enter, has governed the design of this 
shopfront at Burlington-gardens, off Bond-street. The 
display frames, in giving the effect of a window within a 
window, arrest the attention of passers-by. This all- 
glass effect is enhanced by the inclusion of an ‘* Armour- 
plate ’’ frameless door, and the two main stanchions 
provide a pleasing contrast by giving a satisfactory 
impression of solidity. The grey coloured fascia is of 
hard plaster and each of the two elevations (the main 
one in Burlington-gardens and the other in Cork- 
street) carries the sign “ fior”’ in solid script lettering 
of lead-coated sheet steel and embodying a single 
line of pink “ Fluorolome ” fluorescent tubing. The 
window display frames are supported on elliptical 
section columns of bright bronze finish terminating in 
cast sockets at the soffit and threshold. These columns 
are placed so that the narrower width is presented 
to the window to help preserve the all-glass appearance. 
Two sunblinds have been fitted under the fascia on the 
main frontage and there is a third blind over the 
window display on the Cork-street frontage. This 
latter elevation was most carefully designed to catch 
the eye of shoppers a short distance away in Bond- 
street. The display frame and sunblind were designed 
as a complete entity which has the novel appearance of 
being entirely supported by a sheet of glass. The 
spacious interior of the shop contains flexible display 
facilities suitable for the particular type of goods 
handled. 


TT object of revealing the interior of the shop 


The flush ceiling has been carried right through to the 
underside of the outside fascia and the floor, which 
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forms a raft above the pavement, 
extends through to the exterior 
with a flush threshold of Sicilian 
marble. Thirteen spot lamps let 
into the ceiling provide the main 
interior lighting, while the front 
window display frame contains 
12 fluorescent tubes in 2-ft. and 
5-ft. units fitted with “egg 
crate” diffusers. Seventeen 
100w. lamps give the added 
brilliance necessary for the display 
of jewellery, etc. The Cork-street 
display frame has been similarly 
treated. 


The tops of the window display 
frames are glazed and _ incline 
inward so that the fluorescent 
tubes spread a bluish glow on the 
pale yellow ceiling which appears 
to be imperceptibly shaded from 
blue-grey at the windows to soft 
yellow at the rear of the shop. 
The jewellery display panel on 
the side wall is formed from sheet 
metal and floodlit from within the 
top lip by eight 40w. incandescent 
lamps, while three fluorescent tubes 
behind the lower lip floodlight the 
background of the panel. 


The rear portion of the shop, 
which comprises stock rooms and 
Office, is partitioned off partly by 
standing cases and partly by a 
bamboo-faced screen consisting of 
13 in. dia. bamboo, split down the 
centre and fixed back to a skeleton 
framing. A door, also faced with 
bamboo, is provided in the screen. 


Tan coloured carpet covers the 
floor, and all interior woodwork 


THE BUILDER 





View of entrance from Burlington-gardens. 


is French polished teak finish 
with lighter parts in betula birch. 
The main stanchions and window 
soffits are covered with polished 
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Below : Plan 


teak and all metal parts are spray 
finished light bronze. 

The contractors were E. Pollard 
and Co., Ltd. 
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THE BUILDER 


THE UNITED NATIONS BUILDING 


MR. WALLACE K. HARRISON AT THE R.LB.A. 


HE factors taken into account in design- 
T ing the United Nations Secretariat build- 
ing, New York, and the prospects for future 
progress in the field of architecture formed 
the subject of a paper presented by Mr. 
Wallace K. Harrison, Director of Planning, 
United Nations Headquarters, at Tuesday’s 
meting in London of the R.I.B.A. The 
President of the R.LB.A., Mr. A. Graham 
Henderson, A.R.S.A., was in the chair. In 
the course of the paper Mr. HarRISON 


ae Gide has said: “ Having arrived at 
a certain point in history, there is nothing 
which does not present a problem. . ek 
There is architecture today. Architecture 
not only presents but is the sum of the prob- 
lems of the day. One of the greatest I’ve 
ever had to face, with fourteen other com- 
poser architects, was that of trying to build, 
quickly and well, a headquarters for the 
United Nations. 

In April, 1947, the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, Trygve Lie, a truly 
great man, assembled in New York a group 
of architects and engineers to design, as a 
group, a home for the United Nations. We 
disagreed, we fought, but we worked hard 
and each day we returned ready to start 
anew. We knew we had to succeed. | 
should like to tell you something about these 
men, for the United Nations Headquarters 
is certainly no more, and perhaps is less, 
than their collected experiences. You 
probably know their names as well as I, but 
they are so much a part of the whole that 
| would like to pay tribute to them indivi- 





dually. The 14 architects appointed by the 
various member nations were: 

John Antoniades, Greece; Nicolai Bas- 
sov, U.S.S.R.; Vladmir Bodiansky, France; 
Gaston Brunfaut, Belgium; Josef Havlicek, 
Czechoslovakia; Charles LeCorbusier, 
France; Ernest Cormier, Canada; Ssu-ch’eng 
Liang, China; Sven Markelius, Sweden; 
Oscar Niemeyer, Brazil; Matthew Nowicki, 
Poland; Howard Robertson, United King- 
dom; G.. A. Soilleux, Australia; Julio 
Vilamajo. Uruguay; Ernest Weismann, 
Yugoslavia. Julio Vilamajo, unfortunately, 
has not lived to see the completion of his 
effort as he died the following April, and 
the youngest of all, Matthew Nowicki, was 
killed tragically in a plane crash in Egypt. 


Nicolai Bassov, Russian specialist in con- 
struction and foundations, was responsible 
for rebuilding plants destroyed by Germany 
during the siege of Stalingrad. He is an 
engineer of architectural breadth. He 
worked all one night to bring proof that a 
man would walk less, if the elevators were 
put in the centre of the building. 

Sven Markelius approached the U.N. 
from the point of view of its relationship 
to the city, and spent much of his time on 
approaches, the gardens, parking, etc. He 
also laid out a plan for the long-range re- 
lationship of the U.N. site to the City of 
New York. 

Oscar Niemeyer held to the theory of 
open spaces and spaces around buildings. 
I believe his ideal is almost the Greek one, 
that each building should be complete and 





The U.N. Building, New York City, seen from across the East River 
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perfect in itself; and simple forms should 
all have space around them. 


Liang would constantly vote against 
placing the Secretariat building with its 
axis running north and south. He wouldn’t 
say anything, just vote against it. Finally, 
hoping for unanimity, if we could get it, I 
asked why. He answered, very quietly: “ We 
have run our buildings from east to west in 
China for three thousand years and it’s very 
satisfactory. I see no reason to change.” 


Howard Robertson, a modernist, con- 
stantly tried to get us to introduce court- 
yards, and when I walk across the wide 
open spaces in front of the Secretariat in 
winter, I know he was right. I may say that 
without the tact, courage and diplomacy 
of Howard Robertson, there would be no 
U.N. Headquarters to-day. 


There is no greater problem in this world 
than to face a sheet of blank white paper. 
What to do next? 


Some architects are able, as though im- 
provising, to search their souls and find the 
proper symbolic solution for the problem 
at hand. This may result in such great 
monuments as the Invalides or St. Paul’s. 
Or an architect may have an idea, a con- 
viction, a philosophy—call it what you will 
—that the structural system must dominate 
the composition. This may result in an 
Orly hangar or an Eiffel Tower. But in each 
case, man becomes a little dot in the empty 
spaces of the composition, left to his own 
devices to find his place, just as he did in the 
days when he explored caves for a home. 
It is architecture by man—but not of man 
or even for man. 


The First Problem 


We took as our first problem this man 
who, in the vast growing scale of world 
enterprises, still stays 6 ft. high with a seat 
not over 2 ft. 6 in. In the Secretariat build- 
ing, for instance, we had 4,000 people to 
take care of. They had to work together for 
the various bodies—the Assembly, the 
Security Council, the Economic and Social 
Council, the Trustee Council, and in 20 con- 
ference rooms. 


Knowing that a man will seldom be over 
6 ft. tall, we had to allow at least 2 ft. of 
space over his head for safety and comfort. 
As you know, the thickness of a floor in a 
modern office building, with air-condition- 
ing, lighting, plumbing, and wind-bracing, 
is another 2 ft. 6 in. to 3 ft. 6 in. in height. 
So we have a floor height of between 
10 ft. 6 in. and 12 ft. 6 in. from floor to 
floor. This floor height of 12 ft. comes from 
the height of a man working in an office. 


We found we needed an area of 96 sq. ft. 
for desk, chair, files, etc. Studying the depth 
to which good light will penetrate a room 
from a window at one side of the room, we 
find that when the head of the window is 
8 ft. from the floor daylight will efficiently 
enter about one and one half times the 
height of the head of the window, or about 
12 ft. into the office. That gives us an office 
12 ft. deep. When we divide this into 
96 sq. ft. of floor area, we have a minimum 
office 8 ft. by 12 ft. 


Generally we find that the ideal office 
building plan is an outside office’ about 
8 ft: by 12 ft. and inside that another 
8 ft. by 12 ft. office for a secretary, recep- 
tion space, or files. This gives a depth of 
20 ft. to 24 ft. To this we must add a 
corridor of 6 ft. making in all about 30 ft. 
of outside space. : 
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In a building with a population the size 
of the Secretariat, elevators have to be 
about 6 ft. by 10 ft., or 6 ft. by 8 ft. to let 
people in and out efficiently. And elevators 
have to work in groups of six or eight to 
keep the interval of waiting at any floor at 
a minimum. With elevators in banks of 
six or eight, and with a corridor between 
them, we find that the distance from centre 
of bank to centre of bank of elevators is 
from 24 ft. to 27 ft. This determines the 
location of our wind-bracing in office sky- 
scrapers. Stairs, toilets, ducts, are also 
standards related in size to the man. Also, 
in plan we have found that if a man has to 
walk more than 125 ft. from his office door 
to an elevator, he is wasting time and 
energy. Finally, we have found by experi- 
ence that with conditions similar to those 
found on Manhattan Island, a_ building 
25 to 45 storeys high is the most efficient 
and economical. 

And, when you have solved all require- 
ments and added a study of the problem 
of the economy of the perimeter, the archi- 
tect has a rather complete plan—almost 
fixed—and largely determined by the size 
and energies of this little animal, the human 
being. 

There is another major factor that enters 
into the designing of a skyscraper. Every 
skyscraper must be built in units not more 
than 15 storeys high, built one on top of 
the other. Thus at approximately every 
fifteenth floor you have a “ basement.” for 
water tanks, elevator and air-conditioning 
machinery, and fire protection. At this 
point we combine our facts of plan and 
section on paper and it is only then that 
adjustments are made for exterior delight, 

In the Secretariat buildings of the United 
Nations Headquarters, we have provided 
well for the little man. We have a popu- 
lation of 4,400; office space of 446,136 sq. ft.; 
meeting rooms and others of 365,176 sq. ft.; 
total area of 811,312 sq. ft,; area per person 
of 135 sq. ft.; and a building cube of 
10,950,000 cu. ft. 


Now, how do we plan the great council 
rooms where these men work together? We 
find that the same system used in planning 
office space can meet the needs of the con- 
ference rooms. Each room is worked out 
exactly as the office is worked out: one man 
after the other. 


Prospects for Architecture 

I should now like to explore with you the 
prospects for future progress in the field of 
architecture. Since 1920 the technological 
side of architecture has been over-empha- 
sised, probably in reaction to the Victorian 
and Beaux Arts period and in appreciation 
of the Greek standard of purity of line. 

I believe there are three essential parts of 


architecture: human, natural and _ techno- 
logical. 
In the technological era we in_ the 


United States have developed many new 
materials, just as you have. One of our 
major problems has been that as buildings 
are built higher the wind, vacuum, rain, 
sleet and snow bring up many new and 
more difficult problems. Every building is 
alive and moving. Sometimes the move- 
ment is considerable, as at the top of the 
Empire State Building. And there is no 
way with steel skeletons to completely stop 
this movement. If it is not caused by wind 
pressure, it is due to the differential between 
one side heated by the sun and the other 
exposed to a cold draught. This means that 
every joint, stone or brick is opening and 
closing all the time. 
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We have tried to find a solution to this 
problem by using metal, in one form or 
other, in place of heavy surface masonry. 
We must remember that when we take the 
masonry off a building it becomes more 
flexible and, therefore, we have to design 
more carefully for deflection. 


Use of Light 


There are important developments com- 
ing in air conditioning and insulating. The 
use of light has also changed considerably. 
We have found that we have to eliminate 
contrasts and raise the foot-candles to two 
or three times the quantities used in pre- 
war days. The use of silicones in some ways 
will open great new areas of development— 
and, of course, glass is just starting to be 
used for its various properties. In the U.N. 
we used a green glass which blocks the 
infra-red rays. When the sun is shining we 
have shown that the temperature is 
10 degrees Fahrenheit less on the interior 
than with ordinary glass. 

The use of two sheets of glass will be 
developed rapidly with the new glass seal 
fer double windows. Glass curtains and 
upholstery materials—glass for insulating— 
glass as an acoustical sound-absorbing 
material—are some of the new uses. In the 
U.N. Secretariat we used sound-absorbent 
material in the ceilings, and Mr. Lie 
objected because he said it made the office 
too quiet. 

We are using more and more mechanical 
methods of communication, mechanical 
card indexing, mechanical microfilming 
and filing. Some day we will dial for a book 
or document, and it will be on our desk 
in a few seconds by pneumatic tube. 


At the end of World War II my firm was 
employed by the magazines “Time” and 
“ Life’ to study the possibilities of a new 
skyscraper home for them on Manhattan. 
They would take nothing for granted and, 
with their guidance and help, we employed 
the best men in the country, even though 
they had never been in building construc- 
tion. We had bridge engineers study the 
problem of columns in buildings. We had 
specialists on lighting, specialists on hearing, 
heating and air-conditioning engineers. And, 
finally, we visited every industrial plant and 
research centre that had been studying new 
materials during the war. 


But out of this we produced a scheme 
for a building and a standard for office 
space which, though based entirely on 
efficiency, might be a starting point for 
further study of office space. Until we 
started this job we had not realised what 
resources were available. 

Let. me get on to the second element in 
architecture—the natural. Human _ beings 
have been conditioned to nature and 
natural materials since the beginning of 
time. We cannot forget this. Otherwise our 
architecture will produce technological 
schizophrenics. 

We all know that we would prefer to feel 
the wood wall of a Japanese house than 
the glass and steel walls we now are using. 


| am not sure what happens to a man 
when his home, Number 1919—19th- 
street is identical with the one at 1818— 
18th-street. Recently a man was arrested 
in one of our housing developments because 
he had taken a drink too many and tried 
to climb into somebody else’s bed two 
blocks away. 

The boring similarity of some of our 
mass housing projects, both public and 
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private, and perhaps of some of yours, top 
will drive a man to insanity or to the pubs 
here, and in New York to the local bar, 


Your problem in England is completely 
different from ours or that of France 9; 
Switzerland. Why do we all try to put on 
the same corset of architecture? As the 
world becomes smaller it is essential that 
our cultures retain their personality. * Digne 
de soi-méme.” 


Visual Perception 


One of the sciences developed in recent 
years by Professor Adelbert Ames at Dar- 
mouth and Princeton is that of visual 
perception. By experiment, Dr. Ames has 
proved that what each individual actually 
sees is different from that which another 
sees, because man’s vision is the result of 
his past experience and even of his inherit- 
ance. This development is bound to affect 
the art of architecture as well as the study 
of relationships between human beings, 


At New Haven Professor C. E, 4 
Winslow has been studying man’s reactions 


to space, light and climate. [’m sure that 
he, too, is opening new vistas for the 
architect. 


I believe in the inevitability of gradual- 
ness, but I like the shock of revolution. I'd 
like to see us really revolt against the idea 
that the machine will use man instead of 
man using the machine. 


Where does all this lead us? 
simply, the study of 
study of man. 

This brings me to the third element in 
architecture, the human. For exampk, | 
have found by personal experience that | 
don’t like windows as large at 40 storeys as 
at the second storey. I have found that we 
have to develop new forms to give man 
greater assurance of security. 


Well, stated 
architecture is the 


The Egyptians knew how to use archi- 
tecture to give direct physical reactions to 
humans. For instance, a man_ walked 
through a brilliantly lit courtyard where 
the irises of his eyes were narrowed to a pin- 
point. Then he entered a dim colonnade, 
From there he went into another dazzlingly 
bright courtyard. Finally he entered the 
Holy of ‘Holies, where the blackness blinded 
him for a minute. Out of the blackness the 
great god seemed to advance—lit by a 6-in. 
hole through 6 ft. of concrete. They used 
architecture as a means of enclosing light. 


When we think of man we think of space 
around man, and the future of architecture 
depends on the way we manipulate that 
space. 

We 

We 

We 

We cannot just know mechanics. 

We must know man. 


We must know more about man_ than 
any of our predecessors—not less. 


We must approach architecture simply. 
without fear, without price—with faith in 
the human being. 

Everything is ahead of us: The best play 
has not been written. The best song has not 
been sung. The best building has not been 
built. - 

Our job in building the U.N. was a diff- 
cult one—possibly too difficult, but we have 
tried with all we had to build for man his 
Workshop for Peace. 


cannot just draw plans. 
cannot just draw elevations. 
cannot just know techniques. 
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PLANNING THE SOUTH BANK EXHIBITION 
A Lecture By Mr. Hugh Casson 


A BRIEF outline of the history of the 
+% Festival of Britain, with particular 
reference to the exhibition on the South 
Bank, was given by Mr. HuGH Casson, 
V.A., F.R.I.B.A., Director of Architecture 
for the Festival of Britain, in a lantern 
lecture on “Planning the South Bank Ex- 
hibition” at the Royal Society of Arts, on 
January 9. The chair was taken by Miss 
Violet Markham, C.H., D.Litt., LL.D., and 
we publish thé following extracts from Mr. 
Casson’s lecture : — 

The main feature of the official pro- 
gramme which has been planned by the 
Festival office, and, so far as London is 
concerned, the principal item in the Festi- 
yal, is the South Bank Exhibition. To some 
people the word “exhibition” is unwelcome 
and, perhaps even actively offensive; they 
say that on no account would they be seen 
dead in an exhibition, perhaps because they 
remember the advice given to them in their 
childhood—** Don’t make an exhibition of 
yourself.” They think of an exhibition as 
something disreputable and raffish. But 
one evening some of them may go to the 
South Bank Exhibition and say: “Let us 
stroll down one of these minor by-ways 
which lead off the great highway of the fine 
arts. It is late in the evening, and we do 
not mind relaxing now.” But if they think 
that the art of the exhibition is a by-way, 
they will be hopelessly wrong. In fact, the 
converse is true; the art of the exhibition 
is a pioneering pathway. For over a 100 
years the exhibition has been the architect’s 
full-size laboratory, the nursery of new ideas, 
the testing ground of architectural experi- 
ment. You will find that things which are 
tried out in the circumstances of an exhibi- 
tion which is experimental and lighthearted 
in character, and which are found to be 
worth while, are incorporated in the archi- 
tect’s vocabulary and become part of his 
normal armoury of weapons. The history 
of the exhibition, in other words, is really 
a history of structural ingenuity. 

I should like to pay a tribute to our cen- 
tenary forerunner and to Miss Markham’s 
grandfather, Sir Joseph Paxton. In my 
more depressed moments, I think sadly of 
1851 because, however enterprising, fan- 
lastic, elegant and adventurous we hope to 
be this year, I feel that in attempting to 
compete with 1851 we are attempting the 
impossible. Some of you may have heard 
Miss Markham lecture on Sir Joseph 
Paxton’s work and others may have heard 
Mr. Gibb-Smith lecture on the Great 
Exhibition, and you will have heard the 
famous stories of Colonel Sibthorpe and 
the sparrowhawks, the buttonless shirt, and 
the search that Sir Henry Cole, the mana- 
ger, had for a stuffed elephant because he 
had a howdah to show at the exhibition: 
eventually a stuffed elephant was found in 
a house outside Saffron Walden. 


_Even more interesting, from my point of 
view, were the architectural achievements. 
The tender for the building was accepted on 
July 26, 1850, the first column was raised 
two months later, and by December 4, 1850, 
two thousand men and four steam engines 
were at work, the job being completed by 
January 1, 1851. We, on the other hand, 
have been at work for two years. We have 
only one thousand men on the site and no 


mor engines, and we were not ready last 
eek, 


I think that I ought to sketch very briefly 
the background against which the 1951 Ex- 
hibition has been planned. The idea of 
the Festival was put forward by Mr. Gerald 
Barry. in 1945, in an open letter to the 
Government. Then a Government Com- 
mittee considered the proposal, and in 1947 
the decision to hold the Festival was an- 
nounced in the House of Commons, the 


terms of reference being the demonstration 
of the British contribution to civilisation, 
past, present and future. A few months 
later Mr. Barry was: appointed Director- 
General and an Advisory Council was set 
up under Lord Ismay as chairman. Staff 
and office accommodation were obtained, 
and by about midsummer, 1948, ihe 
Festival office really began to work. 


One of the first decisions taken was that 
the centre-piece should be what was known 
at the time as the Combined Exhibition. It 
was not called the South Bank Exhibition 
then, because a site had not been found for 
it. We have, of course, other enterprises, 
such as the Arts Festival Competition, 
Travelling Exhibitions, Festival Gardens, a 
Science Exhibition, and other activities of 
which you have heard. Each of them is 
worth a special lecture to itself, and I have 
not time to describe them this evening, nor 
have I time to discuss such questions as 
whether everybody will be able to find hotel 
accommodation, whether the Festival will 
be worth the money that is being spent upon 
it, whether there is any shortage of cement, 
or why the Festival is being held at all. 


The problems on the architectural side 
began in August, 1948. It was then that I 
joined the Festival staff and the Festival 
office became a Government office or a little 
Ministry on its own. One of the first com- 
mittees set up was called the Presentation 
Panel; it was given the responsibility of 
devising the theme of the exhibition and 
making plans for carrying it into visual 


An aerial perspective drawing of the South Bank Exhibition, by John Lansdell 
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effect. A sub-committee of that committee, 
known as the Design Group, was appointed 
at the same time to:do the actual archi- 
tectural and design work. 


At that time both national and _ inter- 
national affairs were in a somewhat unhappy 
state, and Ministers did not welcome re- 
quests for labour and -materials for the ex- 
hibition. Also, we had no site. We spent 
the summer in working on the story of the 
exhibition and putting it into a form which 
could be translated into an architectural 
In brief, the story is that the 


programme. 
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British contributions to civilisation have re- 
sulted from a combination of two forces, 
the initiative of the British people and the 
resources of the British land. We also 
agreed that there should be a’ continuous 
story throughout and that we should aim 
at about half a million square feet of cov- 
ered exhibition space. One of our first 
tasks was to break that down into appropri- 
ate allotments for each chapter, such as 
agriculture, homes and gardens, television, 
and so on. By mid-August we had got that 
on paper, and we had an almost certain 
promise of the South Bank site. With the 
script in one hand and what proved to be 
an extremely inaccurate map of the South 
Bank site in the other, my colleagues and 
I retired to produce the first plan. 


» 


At that time, and now, the Design Group 
consisted of two display designers, James 
Holland and James Gardner, and three 
architects, Misha Black, Ralph Tubbs and 
myself. We have met twice a week for 
nearly two years, and we are still on speak- 
ing terms! We used to meet in what had 
formerly been a maid’s bedroom in one of 
the huge red houses which lie just behind 
Harrods. There we used to sit hour after 
hour, in our overcoats, because it was very 
cold, staring our gift horse of the South 
Bank in the mouth. ,What we saw there was 
not very encouraging. It had the great ad- 
vantages of a huge river frontage and a 
position in the very centre of London, where 
the Thames takes a great bend. It also had 
the advantage of good transport facilities. 
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The disadvantages, however, were very 
serious. They were that the site was very 


small, only 27 acres, that it had only one 
tree, that there was a railway bridge running 
right through the middle of it, that half the 
site was on lease to the Ministry of Works, 
who said they were about to start work on 
an office block, and that on the other half 
the London County Council had just begun 
to build a concert hall. Across the full 
river frontage a contractor was going to 
build a new embankment; beneath the rail- 
way bridge there were a number of snugly- 
housed tenants whose leases and rights of 
access did not expire for what seemed to 
be a ridiculously long time, and who did not 
want to be moved; and almost the entire site 
had been allotted to the contractors already 
working there for their offices, huts, canteens 
and plant. Also there was an uncloseable 
public right of way through the site. 


The first thing we had to do was to have 
almost daily meetings between the interested 
authorities, such as the London County 
Council, the Railway Executive, London 
Transport, the Police and the Port of Lon- 
don Authority, and within a few weeks the 
situation became a little tidier. The Minis- 
try of Works agreed to postpone starting 
work on their office block, and we decided 
to pipe the right of way across the site at 
high level, 30 feet above the ground. We 
then got the Ordnance Survey to make us a 
map and we started the special legislation 
that was necessary. 


When not engaged in these negotiations 
we sat in our little attic bedroom dealing 
with a particularly difficult planning prob- 
lem, because the exhibition was to be a 
narrative, and this meant that each pavilion 
had to be in correct relationship with the 
ones which preceded and followed it, as 
well as being of a certain size. We also had 
to make sure that the whole group of build- 
ings looked reasonably coherent and hand- 
some. 

There were certain physical practicalities 
which determined our choice. It was ob- 
vious, for instance, that our railway engines 
should be near the railway bridge and that 
the story of the sea should be near the 


THE BUILDER 


river, so that we. could 
bring our boats alongside. 


In September or October, 
1948, we took four simple, 
basic but extremely arbi- 
trary decisions. First, we 
decided that the site should 
be linked visually and, if 
possible, physically with 
the north bank, preferably 
with Trafalgar-square. Our 
first idea had been to close 
Hungerford railway bridge, 
stop all trains at Waterloo 
Junction and have our 
main entrance in Charing 
Cross station, but that did 
not meet with the approval 
of British Railways. We 
therefore decided to link 
the exhibition, by a foot- 
bridge, to the end of 
Northumberland - avenue. 
Secondly. we decided that 
the central dominating 
structure should be a 
saucer dome, which should 
be the largest dome in the 
world, 365 feet across. 
Thirdly, we decided that, as 
the theme was divided into 
two parts, the people and 
the land, and the site was 
divided into two parts by the railway bridge, 
the people should be on one side of the 
bridge and the land on the other. Fourthly, 
we decided that, as the site was so small, 
no “grand manner” plan was possible. It 
is no good trying to have impressive vistas 
and monumental avenues when there is room 
for only about 20 trees. 


Armed with these four weapons, we set 
to work on the problem. 

Mr. Casson then showed a number of 
slides of the exhibition in its various stages 
of progress. Referring to the problems en- 
countered due to the small size of the site, 
he said that it had been decided that the 
only way to design a lay-out on such a site 
was to have a series of small enclosed court- 
yards, so that people would go from one 
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View looking across the site towards Belvedere-road and the Dome of Discovery site 
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A “CENTRAL PLACE” IN LONDON, UNITING @RAFALGAR-SQUARE WITH 


THE BOROUGH. 


A  olos showing a proposal by a correspondent for a bridge 

linking Trafalgar-square with the 

appeared in “ The Builder ” of December 5, 1857. 

a slide shown by Mr. Casson to illustrate his reference to the 

Design Group’s proposal for a similar project in connection 
with the South Bank Exhibition 


South Bank, which 
This was 


to another and never at any time be con- 
scious of the whole site. The only impres- 
sive views which would be obtained were 
those which London itself provided and they 
could not be better, namely, the view up 
the river to Westminster and the view down 
the river to St. Paul’s, which people would 
see from the promenade. Both were exqui- 
site and dramatic views, and any attempt to 
emulate them within the exhibition would, 
he thought, have been a failure. A visitor 
to the exhibition could go through every 
part of it without retracing his steps at all, 


Continuing the history of the preparations 
for the exhibition, Mr. Casson said that 
January, 1949, had been spent in further 
consultations with the myriad authorities 
concerned and that in February the archi- 
tects to design the various buildings in the 
exhibition had been appointed. By March 
1 they had all been interviewed and given 
their briefs, and the Design Group then 
turned their attention to the problem of 
estimates, which were required by tk 
Treasury. Those for building or display 
work were comparatively easy to prepalt. 
because they could be worked out on th 
square-foot basis, but the oddments were 4 
very different matter. The Design Group 
had to consider, for instance, what sum 
should be set aside for music every after 
noon from 2.30 to 5, and for drinking 
fountains, ice-cream kiosks, _ fireworks. 
litter bins, café tables, gardeners’ aprons. 
and so on. They had to consider how mat) 
of all the different things would be wanted 
and what they would cost. The list seemed 
endless and unpriceable, but the Treasuty 
was inexorable, and rightly so. Negotii- 
tions also had to be carried on with th 
War Office in connection with a Baily 
bridge, with the Admiralty in regard to the 
loan of pontoons for the piers, and with 
the local medical officer of health with rf 
erence to drains. There were almost dail) 
discussions with the London Coully 
Council and with certain Ministries, which 
as Thomas Sprat put it 300 years ago, welt 
“ invincibly armed against the enchantmens 
of enthusiasm.” 
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By April 1 the consulting engineers were 
jn negotiation with the general contractors, 
and in that month the Design Group was in 
negotiation with the Raw Materials Com- 
mittee and the Royal Fine Art Commission. 
By May | the architects’ first sketch plans 
had come in, and they were very exciting, but 
in some cases the architects had overrun not 
only the money allotted to them but also 
the building line. In May and June the con- 
cert hall and the river wall made good 
progress, and negotiations were opened with 
the two main building contractors. In July 
revised estimates came in, and on July 26, 
exactly 100 years from the day of the 
famous minute which started the 1851 
Exhibition, the contractors started work on 
the site. That was a very great day for all 
concerned. 


The Design Group had to concern them- 
selves not only with planning and archi- 
tecture but with all the things presented to 
the public eye, so they had a very busy time. 
Good progress was made with the exhibi- 
tion during the remainder of 1949, and the 
beginning of 1950, and on May 3, 1950, the 
King and Queen visited the site. Bookings 
were being made in large numbers, and by 
June, 1950, 6,000 tickets had been sold to 
one firm alone in Liverpool for a certain 
Saturday in July this year. 


On October 28, the traditional building 
ceremony was held when the last tile was 
placed on the roof of the Dome and 1,200 
workers on the site were given a huge party 
in the Dome. 


Mr. Casson then showed a number of 
other views of the exhibition, and, in con- 
cluding his address, said: “I should like 
to remind you that, so far as the Festival 
office is concerned, this is only one of our 
exhibitions. We have four or five others, 
almost as large and very nearly as com- 
plicated, in which we are faced with very 
similar probems. I have mentioned only 
the architectural problems, and there are 
many others with which the Festival office 
has to deal, such as finance, admission 
charges, management of staff, working hours, 
visitors’ books and the installation of the 
exhibits. The high-powered telescope and 
the ashtray have to be found, catalogued, 
numbered, taken to the right position, 
insured, looked after and finally returned 
to their owners. The Festival office also has 
to have the drains passed by the medical 
officer of health, arrange for music, order 
shrubs a year ahead, and deal with catering 
matters. It will, therefore, have plenty to do 
for the next few months.” 


LorD Lucan, in moving a vote of thanks 
'o Mr. Casson for his lecture and to Miss 
Markham for presiding at the meeting, said 
that the story that Mr. Casson had told 
the meeting was a fascinating one. The 
South Bank Exhibition was a most exciting 
enterprise and he hoped that it would be 
as ~ thai. as its predecessor had been 
in 1851. 


Mr. Casson, in replying to questions put 
by members of the audience, said that the 
exhibition was being planned to accommo- 
date about 60,000 people at a time, and 
lt Was estimated that the average time that 
people would stay there would be about 
four hours. There would be a machine 
sich as was used in football stadiums, 
Which counted the people leaving and 
arriving, so that the marfager would know 
at any moment how many people were in 
the exhibition, and the gates could be closed 
for a time if necessary. It was hoped that 
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most people would book in advance, and 
those who did so would’ be guaranteed 
entry at once on their arrival. 


With regard to the question of car parks, 
a number of blitzed sites would be used, 
but the nearest was about half a mile from 
the exhibition, and parking in London was 
even now a very difficult problem. It was 
hoped that visitors to the exhibition who 
came by car would park their cars about 
a mile from the exhibition and complete 
their journey by public transport, which, 
by river, bus and tube, would be very good. 
It would be as well if they left their cars 
at home and came all the way by public 
transport. 

There would be six entrances to the 
exhibition, three on the south bank, one 
on the north bank and two from the river. 

As far as public transport from the exhi- 
bition to the Festival gardens in Battersea 
Park was concerned, there would be two 
special services, a shuttle water-bus service 
and a shuttle land-bus service, as well as 
the ordinary transport services. 

At the moment it was envisaged that the 
only permanent features of the exhibition 
would be the embankment, the concert hall 
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and a certain amount of the garden along 
the promenade behind the river wall. 


The theme of the Dome of Discovery 
was British achievement in the field of 
discovery, the fact being stressed that in 
these days the discoverer was the scientist 
in his laboratory—the man with the test 
tube rather than the man with the axe— 
and the submarine, radar, penicillin and so 
forth, would be included. 





Tree Felling on Quantocks 


Mr. Hugh Dalton, Minister of Local 
Government and Planning, has upheld the 
decision of the Somerset County Council 
refusing permission for the felling of trees 
in certain woodland areas of the Quantocks 
known as Lady’s Edge, Black Ball Wood 
and Bircham Wood. In the letter conveying 
his decision, he states that public opinion 
would generally and rightly wish to see the 
amenity of these woods preserved or 
increased. The Minister has not, however, 
agreed with the County Council that the 
owners of the woodlands should be precluded 
from the right to claim compensation for 
damage suffered or expenditure incurred. 





THE SOUTH BANK EXHIBITION: The viewing platform under construction 
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R.I.B.A. EXAMINATIONS 
The Final Examination 


HE final examination of the R.I.B.A. was 

held in London, Birmingham, Leeds, 

Edinburgh, Manchester, Newcastle and Belfast 
from November 29 to December 8 last. 


Of the 495 candidates examined, 106 passed 
the whole examination, 77 passed the whole 
examination subject to approval of Thesis, 
58 passed part | only, and one passed part 2 
only. 253 candidates were relegated. The 
successful candidates are as follows :— 


WHOLE EXAMINATION 


*J.R. Amor, J. E. Atkins (Miss), fT. J. Austin *C.R. J. 
Bailie, *A. E. Banks, tA. F. Bennett, *K. W. Benoy, 
W. O. Biernacki, *P. Binnington, W. C. Blastland, 
*G. V. Bolton, *P. W. Boucher, ¢R. L. Brewerton, 
P. S. G. Bridges, *F. Brock, *J. H. Broome, N. Brown, 
F. A. Brudenell, Z. Bucholc, *P. J. Burden. 

*V. Castle, +R. F. Chapman, *D. W. Chitty, *K. H. J. 
Clark, *P. A. Clark, *P.O. Clarke, *M.J. Clayton, J. E. 
Collins, M. Collins, tA. Cook, B. R. Cook (Miss), D. 
Cooke, M. Cooper, *J. L. Corfield, *R. R. Courtenay, 
*R. Crawford, W. E. Curry, C. J. Dart, *P. C. Denholm, 
L. Dodd, *V. Dowling, H. R. Dubash. 

TD. Eaglen, L. J. Ellis, F. Elter, J. B. Emerson, *N. 
Entwistle, D. O. Feast, M. G. Feeney, G. W. Fergusson, 
J. Fifield (Miss), J. D. Forbes-Nixon, *B. W. F. Fothergill, 
*J. R. Fox, *D. H. Franklyn, *A. G. Frankum, G. E. J. 
Gissing, *A. R. Goodrich, W. Gordon, *A. Green, B. G. 
Green, P. R. Guilmant, *N. B. J. Hall, H. P. Harrison, 
*R. C. Harrison, *B. C. C. Hastings, *C. Hatch, *R. L. 
Head, P. G. Hemingway, *G. C. Henderson, F. R. S. 
Higgison, R. S. Hignell, A. H. Hill, E. Hindle, F. C. H. 
Hinton, *A. F. Hobbs, G. M. Hobbs, *D. J. Hogarth, 
*A. P. Holt, *A. H. Hope, *S. Howarth, M. J. Huckstepp, 
M. Hughes-Jones, *D. E. Hull, W. A. Humphreys, L. M. 
Hutchings (Miss). 

P. M. Jaquet, F. C. Jepson, J. Johnson, *F. C. E. 
Jolley, *S. Keen, tH. E. Kenmuir, *A. Kershaw, TG. C. 
Law, *K. E. Lawson, D. R. Leaker, C. R. Leith, *T. L. 
Lilley, J. H. Logan, *G. H. Lord, E. H. Luxton, N. F. M. 
McDermott, K. R. B. McKnight, *E. J. D. Mansfield, 
A. Michalska (Miss), R. Middleton, R. M. Millar (Mrs.), 
*P. F. N. Miller, F. P. Minter, C. W. Moore, R. H. 
Morfitt, G. W. Morgan, *A. W. Morris, *H. I. 
Murgatroyd, *K. A.*H. Muston. 

*K. W. Newman, D. H. A. Nursey, D. J. L. O’Connor, 
J. A. O'Gorman, tJ. A. Partridge, *R. Pemberton, 
*J. Phillips, *R. D. Phillips, M. M. Pigott, P. G. 
Plumridge, J. S. Pomeroy, M. W. Poray-Swinarski, A. M; 
Preston, P. E. Preston, R. M. Price, W. K, Przybylsk’g 
R.C. Rainger. *R. Reid, *A.J.S. Reynolds, J. A. P. Rice, 
*D. F. Richards, E. H. Riley, J. N. Rushworth, S. D. Sane, 
*J. E. Shores, J. K. Shortman, *R. G. Simmons, *D. J. 
Smart, *D. Smith, *S. A. Smith, *J. E* Spence, J. V. 
Spencer, *R. G. Sperry, *G. F. Spray, R. Sprinivasan, 
B. J. Stanton, *G. M. Stockton, D. A. Stow, *R. D. 
Swallow. 

I. J. Tanner, *G, J. Thomas, *G. H. F. Thompson, 
R. Thurston, B. Trevallion, tW. H. Tritton, V. M. 
Turner (Miss), D. R. Vale, D. C. W. Vane, tH. V. Walker, 
S. M. Ward (Miss), *G. W. Waters, TA. H. Way, TP. W. 
White-Gaze, J. Whittenbury (Miss), D. Wield, *D. E. 
Wilburn, E. J. J. Williams, G. G. Williams, G. A. Williams, 
*J. F. Williamson, *A. D. Wilson, *H. Wilson, P. G. 
Wilson, *C. V. Winter-Baker, *J. M. Wood, D. C. 
Wright, T. J. Yandell, L. M. Young. 


* Subject to approval of Thesis. 
+ Distinction in Thesis. 


PART I ONLY 

A. M. Aitken (Miss), S. Ashworth, G. R. W. Bailey, 
B. Baker, R. A. Barlow, C. C. Barnes, G. F. Bateman, 
A. Batory, E. Baxendale, B. J. Bird, A. M. Bogdanowicz- 
Rosco, D. Booth, E. Bowman, C. Brown, D. W. G. 
Carter, C. B. Clark, L. E. Clothier, R. H. Counsell, 
I. Davies, I. D. Elliott, H. C. Fallek, C. M. Fowler, J. M. 
Gallagher, G. B. Goldsmith, K. Goslawski, A. Sg 
Hampton, G. A. Hayes, G. H. Haynes, R. G. Hill, G. 
Hodkinson, F. S. Hudson. 

J. K. Inman, G. G. Jones, G. Kay, R. J. Martin, R. F. 
Mould, M. Z. Pain (Mrs,), E. C. Parry, G. R. J. Pennell, 
V. J. Perry, V. A. Pickford (Miss), L. E. J. Poole, D. A. 
Reid, M. R. Rice, C. F. Roberts, E. N. Roberts, K. 
Sierakowski, K. P. Smith, J. M. Squire, N. E. Stahl, 
P. R. Stone, E. G. Thorne, L. A. Wakeham, D. M. 
Watt, M. S. H. Wheeler, R. J. Whitley, E. R. Winters, 
W. D. Wren. 


PART 2 ONLY 
N. Taper (Miss). 
The Special Final Examination 
The special final examination was held in 
London, Birmingham, Leeds, Manchester 


THE BUILDER 


Newcastle, Edinburgh and Belfast from 


November 29 to December 8 last. 

Of the 396 candidates examined, 131 passed, 
21 in part 1 only and two in part 2 only. 265 
candidates were relegated. The successful 
candidates are as follows : 


WHOLE EXAMINATION 

J. J. Adams, R. W. R. Adams, G. J. Allen, A. L 
Aylmer, J. M. Baird (Miss), K. F. Baker, J. H. Beevis, 
J. M. Beresford, A. L. Berry, A. H. Berryman, D. A. 
Birchett, E. G. Booton, W. G. Bor, S. E. Borley, F. R. 
Bottle, D. T. Brown, V. A. Brown, F. A. Buttress, J. 
Carmichael, R. Clark, E. J. F. Clarke, F. S. Clater, M. L. 
Cobbett, J. W. Courtenay, J. L. Crawford, G. Cruick- 
shank. 

P. M. D’Almeida, P. J. Darch, W. A. Davies, F. D. 
Devonport, H. C. Dollery, L. F. J. Downs, W. R. Duck, 
K. R. Emmett, L. I. Enevoldson, B. J. M. Evans, C. D. 
Farley, T. B. Fenton, C. H. Firth, S. J. Follett, R. J. 
Foxton, L. W. Francis, J. S. W. Fulle:, P. M. Gardner, 
A. A. Geeraerts, R. A. Greaves, H. E. Green, J. L. Heap, 
L. A. K. Henrickson, E. Herrmann, A. B. Holmes, 
J. C. Howlett, S. G. Kent, A. G. Kirk, D. Kitching, S. 
Lichtig, O. F. Linford, R. J. Lucas, D. G. Luckes. * 

C. Macdonald, J. T. F. McCusker, T. J. McDowell, 
I. Markham, G. A. J. Mathers, M. S. Mhatre, D. Missel- 
dine, C. A. Moore, R. C. Morgan, K. G. Murrin, E. L. 
Myers, N. D. Nelson, D. E. O’Connell, M. E. O. Oldrey 
(Miss), J. Outram, R. J. Ovenden, P. J. H. Panter, J. E. 
Parker, A. A. V. Perry, W. I. Pierce, W. J. Prior, N. H. 
Richards, R. G. Robertson, J. J. P. Ruddle, P. G. Rycroft. 

D. R. Samson, B. J. Saunders, P. H. A. Shields, C. H. 
Simpson, E. F. Smith, R. C. Southwood, J. J. Sturgeon, 
C. Tarling, J. G. Taylforth, L. Taylor, R. Templeton, K, J. 
Thompson, H. L. Thorne, J. Topping, R. D. Utting, L. 
C. Vadgama, B. A. Waddington, E. E. Waller, H. Wight- 
man, F. B. Wills, R. A. Wilson, T. T. Wong, L. J. B. 
Woolley, Z. M. Zakrzlewski. 

PART I ONLY 

R. L. Barclay, L. W. Brimley, H. S. Bushell, J.G. H. D 
Cairns, A. G. Christie, T. H. de W. Coleman, T. N. Fiske, 
J. R. Ford, J. M. Gledhill, M. Hurst (Mrs.), M. Jamoun- 
eau (Miss), J. Montgomery, E. R. Noble, D. C. Packer, 
G. M. Petit-Jean, P. F. Piper, P. A. C. Sanderson, L. W. 
Selves, A. Short, S. C. Walker, J. W. Wilmot. 

PART 2 ONLY 

J. H. Edwards, J. H. A. Wilson. 


The following candidates have also passed 
the special final examination :— 


R. A. Ainsworth, A. English, K. G. Firman, P. Hamp- 
ton, N. Hastilow, R. H. Mobbs, D. W. Wylie. 


The Examination in Professional Practice 
The examination in professional practice 
for students of schools of architecture 
recognised for exemption from the R.I.B.A. 
final examination was held in London, 
Manchester, Leeds and Edinburgh on 


February 23 1951 


December 5 and 8 last. Of the 15 candidates 
examined, eight passed and seven were relegated, 
The successful candidates are as follows :— 

E. Greenwood, A. H. M. Linscott, D. K. P. McGuffie, 
N. H. G. Outhwaite, J. B. Roberts, B. H. Robinson, 
J. Thomson (Miss), P. W. Watkinson. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


College of Further Education, Poole 


ORSET COUNTY COUNCIL invite 

architects to submit designs for the Poole 
College of Further Education, to be erected 
at a cost of about £600,000 on a site in 
North-road. A commencement would be 
made on a first instalment estimated to cost 
£120,000. Mr. Julian Leathart, F.R.IB.A, 
Mr. S. A. W. J. Johnson-Marshall, B.Arch,, 
A.R.1.B.A., Mr. H. E. Matthews, F.R.I.B.A, 
Mr. J. Haynes, M.A. (County Education 
Officer), and Mr. H. J. Shelley, O.B.E. (Chief 
Inspector, M. of E.), are assessors, and 
premiums of £1,000, £500 and £300 will be 
paid. Conditions and site plan are obtain- 
able on deposit of £1 1s. from the clerk to 
the County Council, the County Hall, 
Dorchester, Dorset, to whom designs must 
be sent by September 30 next. Questions 
should be addressed to the County Educa- 
tion Officer, at the same address, before 
April 30. 

The College is to accommodate an average 
day attendance of 720 students; it will be 
used by whole-time day, part-time day and 
evening students of both sexes. It will be 
built over a period of years, but the 
promoters intend to begin the erection of 
the first instalment forthwith. Competitors 
must submit a complete scheme. The entire 
scheme calls for administration and general 
accommodation; county college accommoda- 
tion; an engineering department; laboratories 
and miscellaneous; and departments for 
building; science; music and drama; com- 
mercial; women’s activities; art; craftrooms; 
etc. County college accommodation is not 
called, for in~the initial section, which 
requires some administration rooms, and the 
engineering, science and women’s depart- 
ments. 

The site (see plan reproduced) is in the 
centre of the borough, near the municipal 
buildings, and is surrounded by houses. 
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College of Further Education, Poole: site plan 
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A. B.S. CENTENARY FUND 


Third List 


: iow Architects’ Benevolent 
Society’s Centenary Appeal 
has so far realised £6,272. In 
addition to the two lists of 
donations already published in 
The Builder, the following have 
since been received :— 


E. J. Saunders | ses ee 5 
A. W. W. Lewis “a sai 10 
H. Jackman sae Ae 


ty 


UANwWoO 


H. Jackman i ‘ 
H. J. Powell and E. E. James" 
Ove Arup and Partners aes 
B. H. Harmsworth 

G. W. England 


.E. Trimble 


Daniel West... 

Charles Oliver 

P. R. Middleton ies 
The Builder... 1 
Harry W. Weedon and Partners 
Bridawater and saa aaiieiai 

A. Le — 

J. P. Burr 

Smith Woolley ‘and Partners . 
R.J. Tucker ... 

T. J. Beveridge and Dallachy... 
E. Hadden Parkes 

P. M. Brown and Son.. 

A. F. W. Reading 

J.F. Clarke . 

Osborne V. Webb 

R. J. Hunt eke 

C. J. W. Lindley 
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T. V. Deas 

Miss E. B. Colley 

0.P. Milne... 

J. A. Upton-Prowse 

E. H. Honeyburne 

Clifford Tee and Gale 

Neville L. Fry mes 

Alan Reiach 

James McGregor 

Worshipful Company ¢ ‘of Car- 
penters a 

James Taylor 

L. A. Wilkes 

0.B. Raven... 

C.H. Perkins ... 

J.C. Swallow ... 

A, J. Hope mes 

F.J.D. Daly ... 

Gaius Foster 

R. Collins 

K. Mellon 

C. Lowes 

Eric Morley 

N. Griffiths 

H. R. Davis 

Raglan Squire 

Allen Foxley 

Harold Cox... 

W. Gregory Wilson 

Raymond Silcock 

John Cubbon 

C. E. Horsfall . 

Wood, Goldstraw and Yorath 
-T. Perzanowski_.... 

E.C. Jennings .. 

Edinburgh Architectural Asso- 
ciation 

Mr. & Mrs. I. M. Leslie 

R. M. McNaught ‘ 

Major A. S. Ash 

F. Dimond 
Willink and D. 
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of Donors 


Coventry Society of Architects : 
&e« @ 
J. Roland Sidwell 10 6 
W. S. Hattrell and 
Partners... 10 
C. F. Redgrave and 
Partners” ... 1 


0 0 
010 0 


P. Powell 

Howard Lobb — 

J. S. Leslie ‘ 

Wills, Sons and Nicholls 

A. A. Macfarlane : 

P. C. Boddy 

An Ee Waaeen ‘and J. W. Felt- 
ham ... waa 

Mrs. T. M. Nattrass 

Mrs. Auld 

5. & Simpson — 

A. J. Thomas 

F. R. S. Yorke, E. Rosenberg 
and C. S. Mardell ... 

T. S. Shearer 

ohn Ashbourne 

. Jackson 

. Harrison 

. L. Saunders 

. Davis 

. Thorp 

. Peppiatt 

. Hancock 

. Knapp-Fisher 

is Baxter wad 

. Durand . 

. Catchpole- 

. Worthington 

G. We Hardy 

Oxfordshire Sckieie of Archi- 
tects 

H.C. H. Monson “ 

R. Sheppard and Partners 

London Electricity Board 

G. S. Horner 

Sree Bailey ... 
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Ww. Dunworth — 
. N. Aylwin 
. F. Rowe 
. B. Turner 
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A. Lakeman 
A. F. Hare ane 
G.C. M. Hoyle... P 
Birmingham and 5 Counties 
Architectural Assoc. 
G.K. Findlay ... Ss 
Easton and Robertson. 
Lynde and Griffin as 
E. N. Bate 
N. Dawson - 
Westwood, Son and Harrison... 
H. N. Conder ase 
Verner O. Rees 
Miss D. Peach ... 
C. Tarling 
R. J. Bickford 
F. M. Bricknell 
H. V. Goold 
F. E. Taylor 
G. Hyslop 
J.C. Hunter 
T. T. Cumming ; 
Rolfe and — Cole 
A.G. 5S. Fidle : 
5. V3. Vivian 


W. Macdonald ... 
P. Horsburgh 
G. D. Frankish 
G. R. Vaughan Ellis 
D.W. Harrop ... 
D. W. Pye . 
A.W. Bucknall 
W. Robinson 
W. J. Smith 

. J. Morrison ... 
CC. Spooner 
. Bartholomew 
JH. anon al 
F. O. Eat 
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Glasgow Tsilease of Architects 4 


D.J. Oliver . 

Exeter Branch. —_— “it 
Cornwall Architectural Soc. : 

£4 

H. M. R. Drury 2 
A. Buttle pe. 
F. R. Tothill ... 2 
E. Narracott ... 1 
C. Talbot Larring- 


ton... @ 
G. G. Saunders 1 
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J.C. Beare ... 1 
J. Bennett... 
J.Challice ... 2 
D.Cooper ... 


ANnoo . 
ccoo F 


J. Mutter 

E. F. Sweetapple 

F. Jackman aoa 

Collecting Box ... 

Miss Pearl Message 

S. E. Urwin 

Miss A. Field .. 

M. S. Kharkar 

Edwin H. Earp ... 

J. Mytton 

John Routh : 

A. G. Brighton ... 

Courtenay Theobald 

B.A. Burles_... 

Essex County Architect’ s De- 
partment Staff : 

A. E. Merriott ... 

I. E. Davies 

P. H. F. Stiles 

Clifford Duke 

John Osborne ... 

A.J.Stafford ... 

R. J. Archibald 

R. C. Symonds . ra 

Chlsecntale and Edmondson 

Miss K. A. Veitch - 2 


S.R.J.Smith ... 
A. Foulkes-Jones ans 
T.F.Parker . re 
Scherrer and Hicks and i Staff 
R. Philip Shaw ‘i 
J. Brian Sueee, 
H. J. P. Price 
J. M. Wilson 
A. O. Coltman ; 
Bristol Society of Aachen: 
£ s.d. 
R. G. Clarke 10 0 
W. J. Steiner ... 2 ¢ 
D. R. Nicholls 1 2:0 
A. B. Botterill 10 0 
Henry Hill... a ze 
G.D.Gordon Hake 1 1 0O 
F. H. H. Webb 10 0 
W.N. M. Miles 2206 
M. D. Pitcher i ie 
Burrough and 
Hannam ... y i ey 
A.R. Mackness $3 6 
A. H. Down 2°36 
J. K. Scholtman 10 6 
R. M. Torrens 1 1 0 
W. H. Wingate i to 
A. J. Taylor and 
Partners 2.28 
J. Nelson Meredith ft 1 0 
Harold Jones 220 
K. Nealon and 
Staff 18 0 


R.W.A. School of 
Architecture 
Students’ Club 5 

J.B.Smith ... 

Peter Wakefield 3 

P. M. Jacquet 

A.R. Taylor ... 

R. W. H. Vallis 2 

H. W. S. Stone and 
Partners... 10 

K. Greenslade 1 

Lance Wright 

Rolfe and Crozier 
Cole 

R. H. Brentnail 1 

J. Ralph Edwards 

W. Sydie Dakers 

A. J. Knott... 

Spencer H.J.Murch 

B. Brueton 

FP. ee 

E. C. Francis.. 

A. French 

F. J. Pugsley... 

R.W.A. School of 

Architecture 
Students’ Party 
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P. R. Rees Phillips 

V. Fletcher Russell 

C. Hawks - 

Eric Lyons ee 

J. H. Hinchliff ... 

Hugh A. Bidwell 

T. F. Winterburn 

Roff Marsh 

G. W. Dunton ... 

P. Brown 

H. T. Sudbury .. 

E. James Chambers 

R arner 

R. A. McLean... 

C. J. Sandeman 

Geoffrey —_ 

P. K. Hanton . 

Bromley sae y Cartwright 

H. T, Goodwin 

Frank Andrews 

F. Billerey ee 

City of Birmingham Education 
yg Architects saaaene 
R. C. Edleston e 
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Robert Gill ‘ 

H. C. D. Cooper 

R. A. Hewish ... 

Southampton 
Architects... 

S.E.S.A. Canterbury and Dis- 
trict Chapter a 

H. A. Wilson 

P. C. Harris 

Gotch, Saunders & Surridge «. 

G. A. Jellicoe ... 

Messrs. Thomas Smith 

W. Abnett es 

E. a Smith 

H. M. Hut 

Allcock was Grieves 

P. Clarke daa ee 

C. F. Callow ... 1 

A. Leathart, Miss J. Leathart 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Effect of Defence Programme on 
Building 

PEAKING in the Defence debate in the 

House of Commons on February 15, 
the CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER (Mr. 
Gaitskell), referring to the effect of the pro- 
gramme on building, recalled that the 
Minister of Defence had said the previous 
day that nearly every aspect of the defence 
programme would involve works services, 
such as airfields, storage, and factory space. 
The total for the first year, including civil 
defence, might be of the order of £120m.— 
a formidable figure amounting to some 10 
per cent. of the total output of the building 
industry. It was clear that if that was to 
be fitted in, the first step must be to do all 
they could to reduce the new load on our 
building resources. The Government would 
try to do this in two ways—by economies 
in works services and by full use of exist- 
ing space. They would review all works 
services to secure the reduction or post- 
ponemeni of any item planned under earlier 
programmes but now less urgent, and 
eliminate as far as possible any work which 
did not contribute directly to defence 
preparations. 

There would have to be requisitioning of 
land and buildings, not only for defence pro- 
duction but also for the accommodation and 
storage requirements of both the service and 
civil departments. When the present requi- 
sitioning powers expired the Government 
would seek Parliamentary authority for their 
extension. In the meantime, new requisition- 
ing would take place, if necessary under 
existing powers, and land and buildings now 
held would be retained if necessary to meet 
Government requirements and to avoid new 
building. 


No Reduction of Housing Figures 

Nevertheless, there wduld have to be a 
good deal of*new building. They would not 
only have to reduce some of the civilian 
claims in the investment programme, but 
also use the local licensing machinery to 
give important defence works the neces- 
sary priority in a particular area. There 
might be some interference with the com- 
pletion of local housing programmes, but 
it was not the Government’s intention to 
reduce the housing programme as a whole. 
They would do everything they could to 
maintain the present rate of building of 
roughly 200,000 houses a year. 

How were they to bring about all these 
substantial changes in the pattern of our 
economy? There were, broadly, two types 
of policy. First, there was the fiscal mone- 
tary and credit policy. Its object in this 
situation must obviously be to limit civilian 
expenditure, and so reduce the pull which 
the home market would otherwise exercise 
on those resources of labour and materials 
and capacity which they wanted to see 
devoted to exports and defence. Secondly, 
there were physical controls designed to 
achieve the same movement directly. 

In the opinion of the Government, both 
those policies would be absolutely neces- 
sary. Fiscal and monetary policy was not 
enough by itself because it could not ensure, 
by limiting expenditure in a general way, 
that the particular resources were released 
which were needed for defence and exports. 
More exact and swifter methods were neces- 
sary. But those direct methods—the 


physical controls—would not be nearly so 
effective if they were working against the 
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tide. They must, therefore, be accom- 
panied and helped by a sstrict fiscal and 
monetary policy to restrain civilian ex- 
penditure. 

Control of Raw Materials 

Control over the allocation of raw mate- 
rials would be introduced whenever a 
shortage was in prospect. As an adjunct 
to allocation schemes it might also be 
necessary, as has already been done in the 
case of zinc, to prohibit, or at any rate 
limit, the use of some materials for some 
inessential purposes. To what extent direct 
controls over production would be needed, 
even where raw materials were not scarce, 
remained to be seen. 

It would, no doubt, be necessary to direct 
firms to accept particular orders, not 
because they expected them to refuse to 
engage on defence production, but because 
it might be necessary to protect them 
from consequential difficulties which they 
might have with civilian customers here or 
abroad. The more general type of control, 
such as limitation of supplies orders, limit- 
ing the amount of supplies to the home 
market, which was very much used in the 
last war, might, perhaps, be needed, though 
caution would be necessary in applying 
such instruments. 

The Government’s object was to get the 
rearmament programme carried out in such 
a way as to do the least possible damage to 
the essential foundations of our economy. 
In the case of the very big main engineering 
contractors the situation permitted of little 
elasticity. But bearing in mind that the 
whole programme represented a load on the 
average of only some 20 per cent. of the 
engineering industry’s output, compared 
with at least 80 per cent. in the middle of 
the last war, there would be room for choice 
and adjustment in the placing of rearma- 
ment contracts and sub-contracts. 

Referring to the supply of raw materials, 
Mr. Gaitskell said that, while they must 
not underestimate the difficulties of this 
problem, he hoped that the establishment 
of several commodity groups which he 
announced earlier in the week would be 
able speedily to alleviate the position. 

They had difficulties with other materials, 
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Room Heating 


On February 15, MR. PITMAN asked the 
Lord President of the Council whether he 
was now in a position to furnish figures 
in regard to the efficiency of various 
methods of continuous room heating. 


Mr. HERBERT MORRISON said that the 
latest information available to the Depart- 
ment of ‘Scientific and Industrial Research 
on efficiencies of various types of modern 
domestic heating appliances was given jp 
the table below. It was, of course, im- 
possible to give one figure for each type 
of appliance that represented the diverse 
advantages and disadvantages of the differ- 
ent methods of heating. Even the overall 
percentage of efficiency with which heat 
from the original raw coal was made avail- 
able for the continuous heating of a house 
with an internal flue depended on a number 
of factors. 

The table was based on published figures 
for the efficiency with which gas, coke and 
electricity were produced from coal, and 
on experimental results obtained at the 
Building Research and Fuel _ Research 
Stations of the D.S.I.R. for the efficiency of 
modern appliances in the house. °The 
final figures must, however, be treated with 
reserve, since the types of fuel used in 
power stations were not generally suitable 
for direct domestic use, and since the 
amount of heat derived from the appliances 
depended, with solid fuel appliances, jon 
their type, on the skill with which they were 
used, and on the grade of fuel employed 
and, with both gas and solid fuel appliances, 
on the rate of air flow up the flue. The 
figures applied only to continuous room heat- 
ing, and, of course, took no account of con- 
venience, cleanliness or other amenities; nor 
did they reflect the relative net costs to the 
consumer, which were affected by many 
other factors. The figures in the table must, 
therefore, be considered with these reserva- 
tions. 

It was the view of the Minister of Ful 
and Power that, in the present circum- 
stances, it was not desirable that electricity 
should be used for continuous room heating. 

The following table showed the efficien- 
cies of methods of continuous room heating. 

















Coal (in Coke Gas x 
closeable (in closeable open (in convector Electricity 
open fire) fire) | fire) 
(a) Percentage of potential heat in origina () 2 | @ (2) 
coal available at appliance (neglecting 3 
losses of coal in transit) sek iu 100 733) 100 | 739) 48°) no?) 
(b) Efficiency of good modern appliance, i.e. | 
percentage of (a) delivered as effective 
heat by the appliance to the house 
(including heat gained from flue) --| 50-60 60-70 60-70 60-70 60-70 100 
(c) Overall efficiency (%) with whic | 
potential heat in original coal is de- 
livered as effective heat in the house (a) 
x (6) BF oe oa is ..| 50-60 44-51 60-70 | 44-5SI 29-34 20 














(1) The figures in these columns are based on the convention that gas and coke are both produced with the same 


efficiency. 


(2)In these columns the alternative convention has been adopted o 


gasworks, \o gas and assuming that the coke is produced with 100 per cenit. efficiency. ' ‘ j 7 
The figures will become appreciably higher as installation 


of the most modern types of gasworks and power stations progresses. The figures in the co 
and “ gas’ are taken from the report of the Heating and Ventilating Committee and relate to 19 
‘*electricity’’ is taken from the Report of the B.E.A. for 1949-50. 


(3) These figures are averages for the whole country. 


notably non-ferrous metals, sulphur, and 
cotton. 

If we obtained no increase in supplies of 
sulphur he warned the House that we 
should face serious consequences in a num- 
ber of essential industries. The Govern- 
ment had encouraged the erection of new 
plants using other materials and the con- 
version of existing sulphur-burning plants, 
but with all priorities it must take time, 
and we could not expect satisfactory results 
within two years. 


f debiting the whole of the heat loss at the 


lumns headed “ coke” 
37. The figure for 


Festival of Britain 


On February 15, Mr. Bossom asked the 
Lord President of the Council if there was 
any time clause in the cost plus contracs 
made for the South Bank Festival of Britain 
Exhibition; and were any penalties to b 
imposed if the time schedules were not kept. 


Mr. Morrison said that only a very small 
part of the work on the South 
Exhibition had a cost plus character. Thet 
cost plus contracts comprised about om 
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or two per cent. of the building work, 
together with less than half a dozen small 
contracts not connected with the buildings. 
jn general, there was no penalty clause in 
such contracts which were not large enough 
to have any significant effect on the progress 
of the whole job. The main building con- 
tracts, however, which were on a basis of 
schedule of prices, contained a time clause, 
but a penalty clause was not acceptable to 
the general contractors. 


§chool Building 

On February 15, Mr. Morey asked the 
Minister of Education what amount of 
ghool building had been sanctioned and 
is being proceeded with for the year 1951: 
and how many additional school places it 
would provide when completed. 

Mr. TOMLINSON said that the programme 
of major building projects approved for the 
fnancial year 1951-52 would provide about 
190,000 places at an estimated cost of £40 
million. 

Revised Design for Colonial Office 

Plans for the new Colonial Office at West- 
minster have been revised to secure that the 
pavilions on the sides facing Westminster 
Abbey are set back a further 30 ft. Announc- 
ing this in the House of Commons on Tues- 
day, Mr. STOKES, Minister of Works said 
that the proposals had been reconsidered in 
view of the public interest shown and the 
views expressed in both Houses of Parlia- 
ment. The result would be that the main 
face of the building would be 72 ft. back 
from the line of the old Westminster Hospital 
frontage, and the pavilions would be 48 ft. 
back from that line. No change would be 
made in the height. About one-third of the 
hospital site, the Minister said, was to have 
been surrendered for amenity purposes. 
Under the new scheme more than half would 
be surrendered, so that the prospect of the 
Abbey and other surrounding buildings 
would be greatly improved, and it would be 
easier to meet possible future traffic require- 
ments. Any further setting back would 
mean adding to the height of the building, 
which he was anxious to avoid. The revis- 
ions were better than those for which the 
Royal Fine Art Commission had asked. He 
had not thought it necessary to consult that 
body, but would advise it of the changes 
proposed. 

On February 13, SiR HERBERT WILLIAMS 
had asked the Minister of Works why addi- 
tional buildings for the Foreign Office were 
to be constructed. 

MR. STOKES said that the existing building 
in Downing-street, which was adequate for 
the purpose of the Foreign Office in 1868, 
when the staff was approximately 150, and 
the annual intake of despatches was 26,000, 
was not adequate now, when the staff was 
approximately 2,500, and the annual intake 
of despatches was 569,000. The Foreign 
Office was at present accommodated in six 
buildings and this made the conduct of busi- 
ness difficult. ; 

On February 12, Mr. GeorrReY Hut- 
CHINSON asked the Minister of Works for 
what reasons his department refrained from 
consulting the London County Council, as 
town planning authority, upon the proposed 
rebuilding of Carlton House-terrace, until 
February 6, 1951, although the council had 
informed his department that they con- 
Sidered that these buildings should retain 
their external appearance _ substantially 
intact, 

MR. SToKEs said it was considered advis- 
able to settle questions ,of access with the 
Westminster City Council, as highway 
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authority, before consulting the London 
County Council as planning authority, since 
these questions had an important bearing on 
the planning of certain parts of the scheme. 

On February 13, Mr. Bossom asked the 
Minister of Works what proposition was put 
before the Royal Fine Art Commission that 
a definite floor area was indispensable for 
the new offices with regard to the West- 
minster Hospital site. 

Mr. STOKES said that the Royal Fine 
Art Commission was informed that the 
architett’s plans only just met the require- 
ments of the Colonial Office. 


Machine Tools 


On February 14, Mr. Bossom asked the 
Minister of Works what action he was 
taking to encourage the use of machine 
tools now available for building trade 
operatives, which would thereby make man- 
power more effective. 

MR. STOKES said that last year his depart- 
ment organised two exhibitions. at which 
the makers or their agents demonstrated 
powered hand-tools, and three similar 
demonstrations were planned for this year. 
Such tools were also featured im two films 
which were being widely shown by _ his 
department, and a series of lectures on their 
use was being given. His department had 
also supplied photographs and data for a 
number of articles in the technical Press, 
and three new advisory leaflets on the sub- 
ject would appear shortly. 

Westminster Hall 

On February 13, WinG-COMMANDER 
BULLUS asked the Minister of Works if he 
would arrange to leave the lion and the 
unicorn statues in the Westminster Hall in 
their present position. 

Mr. STOKES said he would not. It was 
proposed to remove the lion and the uni- 
corn this month when the curtain in West- 
minster Hall was taken down. 

Compulsory Purchase Orders 

On February 13, Mr. AwsBery asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning if he would speed up the payment of 
compensation to those people whos2 
property was destroyed by enemy action ten 
years ago, the ground being subsequently 
compulsorily acquired, in view of the loss 
of business which they had suffered and the 
long time which had elapsed. 

Mr. Darton said this was a matter 
between the owner and the local authority. 
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PROBLEMS OF THE 


BUILDING INDUSTRY 
Mr. Dudley Cox’s Inaugural Address 
[* an inaugural address to the Council of 

the L.M.B.A. last week, Mr. DupLEy 
F. Cox, the new President, outlined some 
of the problems to which hé proposed to 
devote special ‘attention during his year of 
Office. 

“ First and foremost,” said Mr., Cox, “is 
apprenticeship. I appreciate the difficulties 
which builders in London advance when 
they are approached on the question of 
apprenticeship. They have no certainty of 
continuous work; they have not got suitable 
work on which to train the boys; the future 
is extremely doubtful; anyhow, National 
Service will take away the boys as soon as 
they are trained. In other words, it is too 
much of a gamble for them to commit 
themselves to a several years’ undertaking 
in respect of an apprentice. But building 
was never a safe, sound, straightforward, 
assured existence. It-is, and has always 
been, a gamble. We must accept our respon- 
sibilities in this matter. Apprenticeship is 
the insurance of this industry for the future; 
= trained craftsmen our industry will 
fail. 


“It is our intention this year to ask Areas 
to accept further direct responsibilities on 
apprenticeship. Apprenticeship is a question 
on which, in the past, there has been in- 
sufficient active interest. That must be 
remedied. As a first step, we are strengthen- 
ing the Apprenticeship Committee, at the 
same time ensuring that every Area has a 
representative so that members will be fully 
informed of what is happening. I ask your 
closest and most energetic co-operation in 
this matter. 


Education 

* Allied to apprenticeship is education. It 
is Our intention to do everything possible to 
encourage the expansion of administrative 
and technical education at all levels, and so 
increase efficiency and with it productivity. 
We shall continue to strengthen the liaison 
between technical colleges and the industry 
to ensure that instruction and practice go 
hand in hand. 

“ Next,” continued the President, “ I want 
to refer to the question of co-operation with 
other branches of our industry; a matter on 
which the L.M.B.A. has been very active 
in recent years. We have liaison com- 
mittees with county authorities, borough 
surveyors, district surveyors, architects, dis- 
tributors, and with general foremen and the 
allied trades. I want particularly to refer 
to the last two. Last year we sponsored a 
Regional Council, on which three of the 
main foremen’s associations were repre- 
sented. Our object was to have a compre- 
hensive and representative body with which 
to deal. I have always felt that we have 
rather omitted to take full advantage of the 
comprehensive advice of this grand body of 
men, the men who mean so much on our 
contracts, the men who are the direct link 
between management and operatives, and 
who are, without question, so well qualified 
to advise us on matters which are the direct 
concern of both parties, like apprenticeship, 
incentives and working conditions. 

“Tt is desirable for foremen to ally them- 
selves with one or other of the foremen’s 
organisations, and I trust you will encourage 
them to do so. We have already submitted 
to them various questions on which we seek 
advice, and we await with interest the results 
of their considered opinions.” 


Allied Trades 
Like the foremen, and like the architects, 
surveyors and operatives, said Mr. Cox, 
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the allied trades were part and parcel of the 
building industry. They had _ been 
represented in the L.M.B.A. by their separate 
committees, but they had been somewhat 
self-contained units, relying on the Associa- 
tion more for support when necessary than 
taking active participation in the Association 
affairs. Last year an allied trades committee 
was set up where matters of general interest 
between sub-contractors and general con- 
tractors could be discussed and elucidated. 
He hoped the Association’s trade members 
would make full use of it. 

In recent years the sub-contracting trades 
had tended to divorce themselves from the 
building trade. “This, to my mind,” 
said the President, “is fundamentally wrong, 
and it is my desire that we should all get 
closer together. They should be interested 
in our problems, and we should be interested 
in theirs. We have a large number of tile- 
fixers, plasterers, stone-masons and shop- 
fitters among our members.” They should be 
welcomed to our Area meetings and given 
every opportunity of joining in our dis- 
cussions. 


Incentives and Research 


“We shall support the policy of incentive 
payments in every way possible, and we pro- 
pose to ask you to approve the setting up 
of an incentive committee, in order to advise 
when necessary. 

“Finally, research. Here we have come 
to the conclusion that what the average build- 
ing contractor wants is advice of develop- 
ments in building science and practice ex- 
plained to him simply and briefly, and 
arrangements whereby he can get quickly and 
easily advice on the technical problems 
which come up on his jobs. 

“ With this in mind, we asked the Ministry 
of Works if they would make available to 
us a recognised portion of the services of 
their Regional Technical Adviser in London, 
and I am glad to be able to tell you that 
they have agreed. The arrangement will 
come into operation, I hope, not later than 
April 1. He will be available for consulta- 
tion by individuals, either in person or by 
letter, and he will visit our Areas on request 
and lecture from time to time on develop- 
ments. We feel that this will greatly in- 
crease an interest in technical development, 
and so will lead to advance in knowledge 
and therefore improvements in production.” 


L.M.B.A. President’s Engagements 


STARTING today (February 23) at Harrow, 
Mr. D. F. Cox, the new President of the 
L.M.B.A., is paying a series of visits to the 
L.M.B.A. Areas. His engagements for 
February and March are as follows: — 

Friday, February 23, North-Western Area, 
at Harrow; Tuesday, March 6, North-Eastern 
Area, at Snaresbrook; Wednesday, March 7, 
Central Area No. 2, Horseshoe, Tottenham 
Court Road; Tuesday, March 13, Central 
Area No. 3, Horseshoe, Tottenham Court 
Road: Wednesday, March 14, Central Area 
No. 1, Derry and Toms; and Wednesday, 
March 28, South-Western Area, at Kingston. 


Quarrying at Chapel-en-le-Frith 

Permission to work limestone and other 
minerals at Tunstead Quarry, Chapel-en-le- 
Frith, Derbyshire, has been granted by Mr. 
Hugh Dalton, Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning, to Imperial Chemical 
Industries, Ltd. Conditions imposed are that 
there shall be a Yree-planting scheme for 
screening the workings and _ satisfactory 


arrangements for the siting and treatment of 
the overburden tip. 
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CODES OF PRACTICE 


Fourth Report of the Council 
[THE Fourth Report of the Council for 


Codes of Practice for Buildings 
(Stationery Office, price 1s.) covers the 
périod January, 1947—December, 1949. 


Previous reports covered the period from the 
establishment of the Council in 1942 (then 
known as the Codes of Practice Committee) 
until December, 1946. 


The report records the appointment, early 
in 1948, of a sub-committee to review the 
organisation, and the adoption of their 
recommendations on the best method of con- 
tinuing the work. The Codes of Practice 
Committee was renamed the “Council for 
Codes of Practice for Buildings—Construc- 
tion and Engineering Services.” The Civil 
Engineering and Public Works Codes were 
removed from the programme and the num- 
ber of codes was reduced so that a modified 
programme could be completed within two 
to two and a half years. Changes in draft- 
ing procedure were made in order to 
accelerate the production. 


By the end of 1949, 45 codes had been 
published in final form after comment, and 
148 issued for comment. The programme, 
given in an appendix to the report, envisages 
the production of ten chapters of the Code 
of Functional Requirements of Buildings, and 
224 General Series codes, including groups 
of sub-codes. 


Some account is given of arrangements for 
making known the work of the Council 
through lectures to various interested asso- 
ciations and bodies, and (through the agency 
of the Ministry of Works) by the use of a 
travelling exhibition and a display shown 
at the Building Centres in London and Glas- 
gow. It is recorded that technical institute 
and training college students have demon- 
strated an increasing interest in the codes. 

The report, which contains a list of mem- 
bers of the Council and sectional arfd code 
and drafting committees, will be of interest 
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Helicon floorsarelight, 
rigid, fireproof, sound- 
resisting and hygienic, 

and are readily adapted 
to meet all requirements. Speedy erection 
makes them economical. 


PRE-CAST AND 
“IN SITU’’FLOORS 





Many ofthe finest 
buildings in the 
country today are 
constructed of 
andengi appreciate 
its fitness for purpose—they appreciate, too, 
the specialised advice which is so necessaryin 
this form of construction. 


For free advice on 
this or on any type 
of ferro-concrete 
construction, call, 
write or phone for a technical representative 
to call. 
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to all concerned with the building industry 
It is a testimony to the continuance of the 
co-operation that alone makes possible the 
production of Codes of Practice. 


Hand-Power Lifts for Passengers ang 
Goods 

THE Councit for Codes of Practice fo, 
Buildings has now issued in final form 
Code 407.301, ‘“Hand-power Lifts fo, 
Passengers, Goods and Service.” The code 
was previously published as a draft fo; 
comment and was revised before public. 
tion by a committee convened by the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers 
behalf of the council. 

This code deals with lifts that ap 
operated by hand-power for passengers 
(such as invalids), goods and service: and 
generally installed where conditions do not 
justify the capital cost and running expense 
of a power-driven lift. 

Suggestions are contained in the code 
concerning the exchange of information 
between the client and architect, or cop- 
sulting engineer and the lift-maker. These 
cover such aspects as preliminary discys- 
sions, information to be provided by the 
architect and obtained by the lift-maker, 
tendering, builder’s work, placing of order, 
and drawings. 

The design recommendations of the code 
deal largely with the choice of lift, and in- 
formation is given on contract loads, car 
gates or safety. bars, landing doors or gates, 
and methods of operation in respect of 
passenger, goods and service lifts. Other 
design recommendations concern the num- 
ber and location of lifts, machine rooms, 
structural requirements, imposed _ loads, 
quietness of operation and fire protection. 

The code contains some notes on the 
delivery and storage .of materials, services 
of other trades, scaffolding and fencing, 
etc., and the protection of equipment after 
erection. It concludes with recommenda- 
tions regarding inspection and maintenance 
of the completed lift. There are six illus- 
trations showing typical layouts for the 
various types of lift described. 

The code carries the usual warning that, 
during the present abnormal conditions, it 
may not be possible to carry out all the 
recommendations. Copies of the code may 
be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, 24-28, Victoria-street, London, 
S.W.1, price 3s., post free, reference 
CP 407.301 (1950). 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


IsLE oF WicHT. By R. L. P. and M. 
Jowitt. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd) 
Price 8s. 6d. 

NINETEENTH-CENTURY 
BRITAIN. By Reginald Turnor. 
B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 21s. 
“ELEMENTARY THEORY AND DESIGN OF 
FLEXURAL MEMBERS. By Jamison Vawier 
and James C. Clark. (London: Chapman 
and Hall.) Price 32s. 

STRUCTURAL THEORY. 4th Ed. By Hale 
Sutherland and Harry Lake Bowman. (Lot 
don: Chapman and Hall.) Price 40s. 

How To Write TECHNICAL Books. By 
John Gloag. (London: George Allen and 
Unwin.) Price 12s. 6d. 

*. Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Publisher, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash should 
accompany the order. 


ARCHITECTURE IN 
(London: 
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BUILDING WELFARE 
Proposal to Amend Regulation 87 


SATION 87 of the Building 
(Safety, Health and Welfare) Regula- 
tions, 1948, which deals with the use of 
certain mechanically propelled vehicles and 
mechanically drawn trailer vehicles on a 
building site, includes a requirement that 
the vehicle shall not, when being moved at 
the site, be used to carry a load greater than 
a load specified as a safe load in a certifi- 
cate or other document which shall have 
been obtained from the makers or from a 
competent person and clearly marked on 
the vehicle. 


It has been found that this requirement 
cannot be satisfactorily applied in practice 
and might lead to danger rather than safety 
because, in some circumstances, it would be 
dangerous to load a vehicle up to what 
would normally be a safe load. The Minister 
of Labour and National Service accordingly 
proposes to delete this requirement and to 
amend the wording of the present following 
requirement (that the vehicle shall not be so 
loaded as to interfere with the safe driving 
or operation of the vehicle) to make it clear 
that this relates to the extent as well as to 
the manner of loading. He also proposes to 
take the opportunity of amending the phrase 
“owned, hired and operated under the con- 
trol of or used by ” which has been criticised 
a obscure. Subject to these three amend- 
ments, it is proposed that the Regulation 
shall remain unaltered but, for convenience, 
be re-enacted as a whole. 


The Minister is accordingly publishing in 
the Loadon and Edinburgh Gazettes notice 
that he proposes, under the Factories Act 
1937, to make Special Regulations to be en- 
tiled “The Building (Safety, Health arid 
Welfare) (Amendment), Regulations,” substi- 
tuting an amended Regulation 87 in place of 
Regulation 87 of the Building (Safety, 
Health and Welfare) Regulations, 1948, and 
that copies of the draft Regulations may be 
obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, York 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, or their 
Edinburgh, Manchester and Cardiff offices 
or through any bookseller. Any objection 
must be sent to the Minister in writing; on or 
before March 31, 1951, and must state:— 


(a) the specific grounds of objection; and 
| ee aeeenions, additions or modifications 
or. 


Objections may be addressed to the 
Secretary, Ministry of Labour and National 
Service, 8, St. James’s-square, S.W.1. 


(TY ARCHITECT’S ESTIMATES 
Time Factor Blamed for Inaccuracies 


Me J. NELSON MEREDITH, Bristol 
City Architect, was defended before 
bristol City Council on February 13 by the 

of the Architectural Committee, 
Mt. C. Marcus Hartnell, when the council 
oe a recommendation that estimates 
Or schemes of more than £500 requested by 
aly committee from the City Architect should 
wot be supplied until they had first been 
‘onsidered by the Architectural Committee. 


Mr. Hartnell, explaining the need for this 
measure said: “Your committee are very 
Concerned at the criticisms from time to time 

“d against the accuracy of estimates 
applied by the City Architect for building 
of various kinds. They are even 

More concerned with the inaccuracies them- 
elves, In some cases errors of judgment 
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have occurred unnecessarily, but, in the main, 
the errors have been aggravated by the im- 
possible shortness of time allowed to provide 
an accurate estimate.” 


Mr. Hartnell pointed out that there was 
only one correct way in which to prepare 
estimates for building works—to prepare a 
detailed survey of the site, with adequate 
levels; to dig a requisite number of trial holes 
to ascertain sub-soil data; to prepare detailed 
working drawings of any extra foundations, 
drains, retaining walls, and general site works, 
and then to submit them to the quantity 
surveyor for measurement. “ All this takes 
time, but some committees have fallen into 
the practice ef requiring the City Architect 
to supply estimates for building works at, 
in. some cases, 24 hours’ notice. It is 
obviously impossible in that time to follow 
the correct procedure before giving the 
estimates.” 


In private practice, continued Mr. Hartnell, 
no prudent professional man would commit 
himself to an opinion with only the sketchiest 
of information, but the City Architect was 
only too conscious of being the servant of 
them all, and he did his best to oblige. If 
present practice was to be allowed to con- 
tinue Mr. Meredith was likely to be severely 
criticised for an estimate which was nothing 
more than a “ guess.” 


Prizes for Apprentices 

The annual prize-giving for apprentices in 
London who have been awarded prizes from 
the B.A.T.C. welfare fund for work, both 
practical and theoretical, at technical 
schools, will be held in the L.M.B.A. head- 
quarters next Friday, March 2, when 53 
apprentices will receive prizes. 
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NON-FERROUS METALS 
Allocations of Zinc, Copper and Lead 

THE MINISTRY OF SUPPLY has announced 
the following allocations of non-ferrous 
metals. The allocation of virgin zinc in 
March will be at the same rate as in Febru- 
ary, the rates for which (announced on Janu- 
ary 26) were based on the average monthly 
consumption during the first three-quarters of 
1950. 

The allocation of imported virgin copper 
during March and April will also be the 
same as during February, i.e. 85 per cent. of 
the average monthly consumption during the 
first six months of 1950. Consumers may 
now order copper for delivery in both March 
and April up to the tonnage of their quota— 
in February. Orders placed in February for 
delivery in April will be subject to the usual 
premium. On December 14 last the Min- 
istry stated that orders for delivery subse- 
quent to the month of order could not be 
accepted for more than two-thirds of the 
quota notified. This proviso is withdrawn 
for March and April. 

Until further notice, purchasers of virgin 
lead from the Directorate of Non*Ferrous 
Metals will be restricted each month to a 
quantity not exceeding 90 per cent. of their 
average monthly consumption in 1950. This 
has been made effective from February 1 
last. The director will notify each con- 
sumer of the amount he may purchase. 


BUILDING APPRENTICES 


Indentures 
AT a meeting of the Plumbing Trades’ 
National Apprenticeship Council, 


held in London, on December 5 last, the 
secretary referred to correspondence he had 
received from the London and the Cardiff 
and District Apprenticeship Councils re- 
garding the amendments which had been 
agreed to by the National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry concerning the inden- 
tures of building industry apprentices. The 
effect of these amendments that, unless 
the apprentice made application for defer- 
ment the indentures would be cancelled. 

This matter was very closely examined 
and many members of the council took part 
in the discussion. Mr. G, H. Harris moved 
that this council should accept the Building 
Trade amendments and that an appropriate 
resolution should be passed by this council 
similar to that passed by the N.J.C. for 
the Building Industry. This motion was not 
seconded. Whereupon Mr. R. J. Audrey 
moved that this council should take no 
action in regard to the building trade 
indenture amendments, but that the 
employers’ and operatives’ organisations 
should be asked to consider the issue with 
a view to entering into an industrial agree- 
ment to safeguard the interests of appren- 
tices on their return from the Forces. This 
motion was agreed. _ 


Luncheon to Birmingham Builder 

The Council of the Birmingham Associa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers’ gave a 
luncheon, on Tuesday, in honour of Mr. 
V. Theo Williams, when a presentation was 
made by Mr. W. G. Robinson (President) 
as “a token of his invaluable voluntary ser- 
vice to the building industry during the past 
25 years.” Mr. Williams has a long record 
of service in both local and national federa- 
tion work, particularly in apprenticeship 
matters, and, during the war, in co-operation 
with the local authority on civil defence 
building and rescue work. 





300 


M.O.W. WINTER LECTURES 
March Programme 


ECTURES to be given during March in 

the Ministry of Works winter season of 

discussion-lectures on subjects of interest to 
the building industry are as follows:— 


March 1.—“ Structural Use of Reinforced Concrete,” 
by A. E. Hewitt. College of Technology, Department of 
Building, Salmon Pastures, Warren-street, Sheffield. 
7.15 p.m. March 1.—* British Standards and Codes of 
. Practice for Building,’’ by C. Roland Woods, M.B.E. 
Woolwich Polytechnic, Woolwich, S.E.18. 7.30 p.m. 
March 1.—‘* Good Practice in Plumbing,’’ by G. Lloyd 
Ackers. Technical College, Great Horton-road, Bradford. 
7.15 p.m. March 1.—‘* Powered Hand Tools,” by A. F. 
Coare. Central Library, Burnley. 7.15 p.m. 

March 2.—‘* Good Practice in Domestic Drainage,”’ 
by F. J. Crabb. Regency Hall (Weeks, Ltd.), High- 
street, Newport, Isle of Wight. 7 p.m. 

March 5.—* Structural Use of Steel in Building,’’ by 
G. A. Gardner, O.B.E. Brighton Technical College. 
7.15 p.m. March 5.— Timber in Building: Factors 
Affecting its Behaviour and Durability,’’ by R. G. Bateson. 
M.A. Cowdray Hall, Aberdeen. 7.15 p.m. 

March 6.—‘‘ Timber in Building: Factors Affecting 
its Behaviour and Durability,’’ by R. G. Bateson, M.A. 
School of Economics, Bell-street, Dundee. 7.15 p.m. 
March 6.—‘‘ Economy in Traditional House Building,’’ 
by H. F. Broughton. Long-street School Room, Sher- 
borng, Dorset. 7 p.m. March 6.—*“‘ Painting New 
Plaster and Cement,’’ by G. M. Mack. Connaught Hall, 
Y.M.C.A., Blackett-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 7 p.m. 
March 6.—‘* Mechanisation of Small Jobs,’’ by J. F. 
Eden, B.Sc. Royal Fort, Bristol 8. 7.30 p.m. 

March 7.—‘ Mechanisation of Small Jobs,’’ by J. F. 
Eden, B.Sc. Miunicipal Hall, Taunton. 7.30 p.m. 
March 7.—“ Essentials of Good Concreting,’’ by E. H. 
MacMillen, B.Sc. Digbeth Institute, Birmingham. 7 p.m. 
March 7.—‘* Timber in Building: Factors Affecting its 
Behaviour and Durability,’’ by R. G. Bateson, M.A. 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
March 7.— Essentials of Good Concreting,’”’ by J. F. 
Greinig, A.M.I.C.E. Twickenham Technical College. 
Egerton-road, Twickenham. 7.30 p.m. 

March 8.—“ Prestressed Concrete Developments,”’ by 
O. J. Masterman. Technical College, The Butts, Coventry. 
7 p.m. March 8.—‘‘ Timber in Building: Factors 
Affecting its Behaviour and Durability,’’ by R. G. Bateson, 
M.A. Y.M.C.A. Hall, High-street, Paisley. 7.15 p.m. 

March 13.—‘ Mining Subsidence,’’ by P. J. Potts. 
Y.M.C.A. Little Theatre, Fawcett-street, Sunderland. 
7p.m. March 13.—‘‘ Application of Zinc in Building,”’ by 
E. G. Ridge. Technical College, Manor Croft, Burton- 
on-Trent. 7 p.m. March 13.—‘‘ Mining Subsidence 
Problems Affecting Housing Construction,” by H. A. 
Whitaker. The Technical College, Mexborough. 

March 14.—“ Good Practice in Domestic Drainage,”’ 
by F. J. Crabb. Du-Jon Restaurant, Market-place, 
Peterborough. 7.30 p.m. March 14.—‘“ Introduction 
to Site Costing for Builders,’ by R. H. James. 
Herriot-Watt College, Edinburgh. 7 p.m. 

March 15.—‘‘ Good Practice in Plumbing,’’ by G. 
Lloyd Ackers. Technical College, Abbey Foregate, 
Shrewsbury. 7.15 p.m. March 15.—‘‘ Good Practice in 
Domestic Drainage,’’ by F. J. Crabb. Gas Showiooms, 
Osborne-street, Grimsby. 7.15 p.m. March 15.—* Struc- 
tural Use of Steel in Building,’’ by G. A. Gardner. College 
of Technology, Salmon Pastures, Warren-street, Sheffield 
4. 7.15 p.m. 

March 19.—*‘ Standard Method of Measurement,’’ by 
R. H. Francis, F.R.I.C.S. Electricity Showrooms, The 
Hayes, Cardiff. 7.15 p.m. 

March 20.—“‘ Standard Method of Measurement,’’ by 
R. H. Francis, F.R.I.C.S. The Guildhall, Civic Centre, 
Swansea. 7.15 p.m. March 20.—‘‘ Mechanisation of 
Small Jobs,”’ by J. F. Eden. Technical College, Working- 
ton. 7 p.m. 

March 21.—** Heating Research for Houses,’’ by J. C. 
Weston, Ph.D. Hereford College of Further Education, 
Newtown-road, Hereford. 7 p.m. March 21.—*“ Essentials 
of Good Concreting,’’ by R. W. Pearson. Herriot-Watt 
College, Edinburgh. 7.15 p.m. | March 21.—‘* The 
Construction of the Broadway Tunnel, Derby Main 
Drainage Scheme,’’ by W. Andrews. The Guildhall, 
Market-place, Derby. 7.15 p.m. 

March 28.—* Painting New Plaster and Cement,”’ by 
G. W. Mack. Building Department, Technical College, 
Cauldon-place, Stoke-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 


Fewer Building Workers 

The number of workers employed in the 
building and contracting industries at the 
end of December last totalled 1,409,000, a 
decrease of 34,000 compared with the end of 
— and 15,000 fewer than at the end 
of 1949. 
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These two new patterns in glass, “‘ Hammerstripe ” (left) and “ Pinstripe”, have been 


designed and introduced by Pilkington Brothers, Ltd. 


The diffuse light transmission 


for both is 82 per cent. and it is stated that the superimposed stripe in each case has 
less effect on the diffusion properties than on the obscuration powers of the glasses 





DEFENCE AND BUILDING 
Call for Economy in Use of Materials 


GIR HARRY SELLEY, President of the 

Federation of Master Builders, speaking 
at the annual general meeting of the London 
Region of the Federation, held ia London on 
Monday, said that the needs of the defence 
programme were going to make a radical dif- 
ference to the type of work the building in- 
dustry would be undertaking over the next 
few years. Already the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had indicated that much new 
building would be needed for defence pur- 
poses and that defence would be given pri- 
ority, wherever necessary. 

“No one, least of all the members of my 
industry, whose record during World War II 
was an inspiration to all, will grumble at 
this,” said Sir Harry. “ But I must express 
the hope that the present Government will 
not take advantage of the national emer- 
gency to let loose a flood of new restrictions 
and Orders which will have the effect of fur- 
ther hampering the master builder and his 
operative in the speedy carrying out of their 
work. 

Sir Harry Selley went on to appeal to his 
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fellow builders to’ see to it that on all their 
jobs there was the utmost economy in the 
use of all building materials, and that they 
should give their operatives, wherever 
possible, the opportunity to increase their 
earnings by means of properly regulated 
payments-by-results schemes which would 
relate those earnings to the men’s output. 

“To the building trade worker I would 
only say that from over half a century’s ex- 
perience I regard him as one of Great 
Britain’s finest types,” said Sir Harry. “I 
believe that the majority of the men on the 
site will do everything in their power to step 
up their production during this year.” 


OBITUARY 
C. B. Sprigings, O.B.E., F.1.0.B. 

The Southern Counties Federation of 
Building Trades Employers and the building 
industry generally, have suffered a severe loss 
in the death of Mr. C. B. Sprigings, O.BE, 
F.1.0.B. Until his retirement, last year, he 
had been associated for nearly 24 years with 
the work of the Regional Joint Committee, 
of which he was chairman from 1936 until 
that date. The announcement of his death 
came as a shock to the Regional Joint Execu- 
tive Committee, meeting in London on Febn- 
ary 13, and both sides paid warm tributes 
to his memory. 

A past-president of the Federation, Mr. 
Sprigings played an important part in Ports 
mouth during the war. He acted as a group 
leader to the local labour force, and was 
thanked by the Government for assisting to 
organise defence works in Hampshire and 
the Isle of Wight after the fall of France. 
Among other duties at this time, he became 
a county leader of the Works and Buildings 
Emergency Organisation, and shortly before 
“D-Day ” was empowered, with representa 
tives of the Ministries of Works, Supply and 
Labour, to take charge of the whole of the 
labour and materials in the command are 
and to carry out any requirements’ under 
immediate directions of the invasion chiefs 
of staff. 

In 1949, he received the O.B.E. in the 
King’s Birthday Honours. 


W. H. McAlpine 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
W. H. McAlpine, head of Sir Robert Mc 
Alpine and Sons, Ltd., in his 80th year. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Baillieston.—Plans in hand for another Muirhead 
development scheme of 64 houses, for which the 
architect is Mr. Samuel MacColl, R.LB.A., 
County-chbrs., Hamilton. 

Blantyre.—Plans are in the hands of the qrasehie 


men of the Blantyre Engineering Co., Ltd., 
additions and alterations at Forrest-st. 
East Kilbride.—Houses at Stuart-st.,. Whiteness, 


ration. Architect is Mr. 


for the Development Cor 
Torrence House, East 


Donald Raey, F.R.I.B.A., 
Kilbride, Lanarkshire. 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions at 392-397, 

oe a. Dennistoun, for George Boyd & 

Ltd., Buchanan-st. Architects are James 

Msi & Son 307, West George-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

ow.—Corporation to erect new nursery school 

at Gack feld- rd. The architect is Mr. John MacNab, 
129, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Lesma hagow. —Erection of hostels for agricultural 
workers. at Elmbank, off Grosvenor-rd. Architect is 
Mr. John King, Abbeygreen, Lesmahagow. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Corporation to erect 100 
houses, estimated to cost £156,000, at The Logans 
opnw Architect is Mr. J. Bisset Smith, 
#.2.1.B.A., Municipal-bldgs., Maw-st., The Cross, 
meeewel ell re: 

Newarthill.—_New Lanarkshire Church to be 
erected at "Veit Farm, Brentwood Knowe, by the 
Church of Scotland, George-st., West End, Edin- 
burgh, from plans by their own architects. 

Rutherglen.—New houses to be erected in the 
Burnside district from plans by their own archi- 
tects, by Sunlight, Ltd., Glasgow. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Pull details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained 
BUILDING 
FEBRUARY 21. 
~ c.C.—One pair of police houses at 
unty A., County Hall, March. Dep. 


FEBRUARY 26, 
*Barrow-in-Furness C.B—Extensions to Risedale 
unty Sec. Sch. : & S., Town Hall. Dep. 
@&. Tenders by March 19. 
tBlackpool T.C.—15 houses forming contract 16 

on Mereside estate. A. Hamilton, Boro’ 
Monicipal-bidgs., Blackpool. 
embrokeshire E.C.—New school, Tavernspite. 
W. Barrett (A.), County Architect, Haverfordwest. 
£5 5s. Tenders by March 12 

FEBRUARY 27. 

*tWest Mersea U.D.C.—6 pairs of houses and 1 
block of 4 dwellings for “ people at Coastguard- 
gdns., Churchfields. R, Sparrow & Partner, 
architects, 7, North-hill, Caleta: Tenders by 


March 12. 
FEBRUARY 28. 

Bath T.C.—12 memorial homes for old people, 
including a social centre, at Twerton estate. City 
Planning Officer, 2, Princes-b'dgs., th. 

*tHampshire Police Authority. —Police houses at 
ee. County A., The Castle, Winchester. 

8. 
taffordshire C.C.—Erection and completion of 
Bradwell county secondary modern school, New- 
eer Lyme. A. C. H. Stillman, A. S., 
County Education ore Green Hail, Lichfield- 
td., Stafford. Dep. £4 4 

{Staffordshire c. n  ticcallen and completion of a 

ere of further rey %. at Tamworth, Staffs. 


*tisle of 
Orchard-dr. 
£2 2s. 


A. 0. H. Stillman, County Education Com- 
mittee, Green Hall. wriGunsla: rd., Staffs. Dep. £4 4s. 
*tThurrock U.D.C.—134 houses and 5 shops with 


Maisonnettes at Corringham. E. 
ices, Palmers-ave., Grays. 

: MARCH 2. 
Erith T.C.—Reinforced concrete retaining wall, 
-st. improvement scheme, and concrete garage 


8., Council 


rs, walls, etc. wd Salvage depot, Cross-st. 
J. H. Clayton, BB. & Dep. £1 1s. 

: MARCH 3. 

tEssex .c, Alterations and extensions, 
Hainault Forest C. of E. school, Dagenham. H. 
Conolly (F.). County A., Chelmsford. 


*tTettenhall U.D.C.—22 dwelling houses at Wood- 
house. estate. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 
tTiverton T.C.—40 houses at Wilcombe-la. 
H. S. W. Stone & Partaes, 20, The Crescent, Taun- 
ton, Somerset. Dep. 2 2s. 
Bh $..- 
tBathavon R.D.C.—26 heaton at Batheaston. 
ncil’s Arch:tect, H. H. a, F.R.1.B.A 
a. -st., Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 
Woodgate-rd._ B.F., 


stbourne C.B.—Sc hool, g 
24, Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 6. 
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*+Manchester Regional Hospital Board.—Twin 
operating theatres, Royal Albert Edward infirmary, 
Wigan. T. Duffy (F.), Sunlight House, Quay-st., 
Manches ter, 5. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 26. 


MARCH 6. : ; 

*Bedford 1T.C.—72 flats, Mile-rd. housing site. 
C. H. Blakeway, B.E. & S. Dep, £3 3s. 

*t Folkestone T.C.—44 houses and four dwellings 
on three sites. B.E. Dep. £3 3s. eac 

MARCH 7. 

*tWorcester City.—Repair and adaptation for con- 
version of The Firs, Whittington. as children’s nur- 
sery. Willis, Llewellyn Smith & Waters, architects, 
Albany House, Britannia-sq. Dep. £2 3s. Tenders 
by March 28. 


MARCH 8 
*tChislehurst and Sidcup u. D-c.—Public con- 
venience, Westwood-la., Blackfen. E. & S. Dep. 


£2 2s. 

“Swadlincote District U.D.C.—Ten aged persons’ 
bungalows at Midway estate. E. & S., Council 
Bank House, Midland-rd, Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 9. 
Ilkeston B.C.—86 dwellings on second section of 


Kirk Hallam estate. A. O. Marshall, Boro’ S. & 
W.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 10. 
*Bournemouth  C.B. —Beach bungalows, “ Toft 
Steps,” eo Boro’ A. Dep. £2 
*tGoventry -C.— Day nursery at Monks Park 
estate. City A. & Planning Officer. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Deal T.C.—44 houses and 16 flats at Orchard-ave. 
estate. B.E., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

Denton (Lancs) U.D.C.—22 houses on Haughton 
Hail site (No. 5 scheme). E. & S., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Denton (Lancs) U.D.C.—26 houses on Haughton 
Hall site (No. 1 scheme). E. & S., Town “Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s 

*Northallerton U.D.C.—70 houses, Valley-rd 
estate. Clerk, 72, High-st. North. Dep. £2 2s, 

*“Salop C.C.—Nurses’ houses at St. Martin’s 
Oswestry and at Hilton, near Bridgnorth. A. G. 

Chant, County Architect, Shrewsbury. 

MARCH 12. 

*Aycliffe Development Corpn.—soO houses; 48 
houses, 46 houses, 28 flats and 8 shops, in four 
separate contracts, A, B, C and D, respectively. 
A. W. Thomas, general manager, Newton Aycliffe. 
near Darlington, Co. Durham. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Aycliffe Development core a S, flats, etc., in 
Ward “A” Centre. A. W. yy general 
manager, Newton Aycliffe. Dep. 

*Chertsey U.D.C.—13 houses, ‘dace Hill estate. 
E. & S.: Dep. £1 1s. 

Wigan R.D.C.—12 houses in Gathurst-la., Sheving- 
ton. J. Holding, surveyor, Bank-chbrs., Wallgate, 
Wigan. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 14, 

*tPembrokeshire E,C.—New grammar technical 
school, Pembroke Dock. W. Barrett (A.), County 
Architect, Haverfordwest. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by 
Apri] 12. 

*Wembley T.C.— Maintenance of housing and 
other proof properties. EE. & S. 

MARCH 16. 
*tCambridge T.C.—24 houses at Coleridge-rd. 
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contract 35. B.E. & S., Guildhall, 


*+ Cambridge T.0.—28 flats at Coleridge-rd. estate. 
B.E. & S. Dep, £5 5s. 

*Corby U.D.C.—Four two-storey blocks of flats 
and ten garages. C., Council Offices. Dep. £3 X%. 
MARCH 17. 

Stone (Staffs) U.D.C.—Five pairs of houses at 
Little Stone and extension of existing sewer. 
Hollins, Jones & Qidacre, architects, Lloyds Bank- 

chbrs., *"Newcastle-under-Lyme. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 19. 

*tKingston-upon-Thames T.C.—80 houSes at 
Chessington Hall. T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 20. : 

*Wallasey C.B.—Erection of Mount-rd. Junior 
Mixed and Infants’ School. Boro’ A., Town Hall. 


ym Dep. 
£5 


*West Riding C.C.—31 potice houses , on 
various sites. County ss * Bishopgarth,” 
Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 

MARCH 27. . 

Australia.—Supply, erection and completion of 750 
prefabricated single-sterey houses at Canberra, 
A.C.T., for Dept. of Works and Housing. L. J. 


Norris, Room 316, Austral:a House, Strand, W.C.2 
Swaffham UD.C.—10 bungalows on the Spinners- 
la. estate. C. Frobisher, —— Council Office, 
Shirehall, Swaffham. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 238. ( 
Bridlington Boro’.—15 houses, West Hill estate. 
-E. Dep. £5 5s, 
*Malvern U.D.C.—Extensions to Winter Gardens 
concert hall. C. C. pach a Dep. £2 2s. 
MAR 
*Sevenoaks R.D. on ) A 
Seal. E. & 8. 


Childsbridge-la., 


APRIL 2. 
*Canvey Island a D.C.—12 housing units, Long- 
rd. housing site. E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 6. 

*Salop C.C.—3 houses, Ludlow; 2 pairs of police 
houses, Wombridge, Oakengates ; and 1 pair of 
police houses, Craven Arms. A. G. Chant, County 
Architect, Shrewsbury. 


NO DATE. 
Cheltenham T.C.—c6 dwellings on Hester’s Way 
estate. G. G. Marsland, Boro’ E. Dep. £5 5s. 


*Midhurst R.D.C.—Nine houses poe two flats, 
Cocking site, and roads and site ‘works, South 
Harting site. T. Greenfield if architect, ‘“‘ New- 
Stead,”’ Midhurst. Dep. £1 


PAINTING,: ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 28. 
*tisle of Ely c.C.— Electrical 
Junior and a—- School, 
ee County A., County Hall, 
£2 


MARCH 7 
*Wallasey C.B.—Painting New Brighton Prome- 
nade Pier. Boro’ A., Town Hall. 

MARCH 8. 

*Luton Boro’.—Materials for new public conveni- 
ences, The Moor, Dallow-rd. and Bell-ciose. B.E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Ormskirk U.D.C.—C. 

Tenterden B.C.—B:S. 


installations at 
Leverington-rd., 
March. Dep. 


(Materials.) 
na ) 


MARCH 
Kidsgrove U.D.C.—E. & S. “(Materials.) 


MARCH 
*Southport C.B.—Painting 
on foreshore, sea_ bathing 
gdns. and Ainsdale lido. 
Panning Officer. 

MARCH 16. 


*Barnes Boro’.—Fencing repairs, Lambert-ave. 
W. R. Shepherd, B.E. & S. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
MARCH 1. 
*tChesham U.D.C.—Roads and sewers, Fuller 


Hill. Powell, North & Partners, Norfolk House, 
Station-rd. p. £2 2s. 


= 
— 


of various structures 
lake, pier, municipal- 
Boro’ A. and Town 


MARCH 6. : 
*Blackpoo! C.B.—Concrete fencing at Grange 
Park primary school playing fields. B.S. Dep. £1. 
*Teignmouth U.D.C.—Drains, er tabs at The 


Strand. C., Bitton House. Dep. £2 
MARCH 10. 
*Wycombe §R.D.C.—Roads and sewers’ at 


Boundary-rd., Wooburn No, 2 estate. L. I. Cocker- 
ham (L.), Housing A. & Surveyor, 100, Easton-st., 
High Wycombe. Dep. £2 

Perak 15. 

*Oldbury Boro’.—Playgrounds, access roads, in- 
cluding drainage, and entrance gates, Moat Farm 
primary school. Hobbiss . Hobbiss, architects, 36, 
Waterloo-st., Birmingham, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Scnoo..—L.C.C. Ed. com. have 
approved preliminary plans prepared by council’s 
architect for the erection of Bradmede cty. prim. 
sch., Battersea, to provide 560 places at an est. 
gross cost of £93,370. 

Cheapside.—HAt.t.—Town planning aanrere an 
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been given to the erection of a new Livery Hall, 
shops and offices at 80, Cheapside, and 1-2, 
Bucklersbury, E.C. The ‘architects ate Kenneth 
Lindy, Joseph Hill & Eostnems, F. & I.B.A., 
24, St. Mary Axe, E:C.4 
Cheisea. — HosritaL Extension. —G. R. S. 
McCaughan, A.R.I.B.A., 50, High-st., Guildford, is 
the architect for new twin operating theatre block 
at St, Stephen’s Hospital, 8.W.3. Est. cost, £30,000. 
City. — Reinstatement OF War Damace. — Town 
planning approval has been given to war damage 
reinstatement of Carpenters’ Hall, Throgmorton- 
ave. and London Wall, E.C.2. Architects, Whinney, 
Son and Austen Hall, 37, Norfolk-st., W.C.2. 
Hampstead.—L.C.C. housing com, have approved 
a scheme prepared by H. E. Foreman, F.R.I.B.A 
* Newlyn,” Orchard-av,, Windsor, Berks, for 68 
flats, 34 pram stores and 10 garages, etc., on the 
Finchley-rd. (No. 2) site. 
Lambeth.—Reevuitpinc.—Professor W, G. Holford, 
F.R.I.B.A., 1, Bank-bldgs., E.C.2, is the architect 
for the rebuilding of war-damaged blocks at St. 


Thomas’s Hospital, 8.E1 
Piccadilly. — Resuiupinc. — Austin Blomfield, 
F.R.I.B.A., New-ct., E.C.4, is the architect for 


building rectory for St. James‘s Parochial Council. 

St. Marylebone. — Lisrary ADDITION. — Royal 
Society of Medicine. prepose to erect an additional 
floor to the medical research library, Wimpole-st., 


at an est. cost of £80,000. The architect is J. J. 
Joass, F.R.I.B.A., 40, St. James’s-pl., S.W.1 

St. Pancras.—Orrices.—A five-storey block of 
offices, etc., is to be built at Whitfield-st. and 
Kirkham- re W.1. et architects are Ardin and 
Robins, uffolk-st., S.W.1. 


ome they —Orrices.—Matthews (Carriers), Ltd., 
propose to build offices at 157-159, Black friars- rd., 
Architects, H. Ward & Partners, 4, Bute- st., S.W 7. 

Streatham.—Scuooi.—L.C.C. Ed. com. have 
approved plans prepared by council’s architect for 
the erection of Upper Tulse Hill cty. prim. school, 
Streatham, to provide for 600 places at an est. gross 
cost of £99. 

Walthamstow. — Extension. — F. H. Heaven, 
A.R.I.B.A., Old. Monoux-bldgs., High-st., E.17, has 
prepared plans for extensions to the William Morris 
tech. sch. for E.C. Est, cost, £43,0 

Wandsworth. — FLats AND Feel — Basil 
Hughes, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.I.C.S., 34, Queen Anne-st., 
W.1, is the architect for -64 flats and 48 maisonettes 
in eight blocks which are to be erected on the 
Coventry Hall housing scheme, Streatham. Plans 
have been approved by housing com. 


Wandsworth, — AGED PeropLe’s DWELLINGS. — 
Housing com. have approved plans prepared by 


C. H. James, R.A., F.R. 1.B.A., 5, Bloomsbury-st., 
W.C.1, for 12 aged people’s dwellings to be erected 
on the Notre Dame estate, Clapham. 
Wandsworth.—AGep PropLe’s DWweELLINGs.—Boro’ 
Architect has prepared plans for eight aged people’s 
dwellings to be erected on part of the Hebdon-rd. 


housing scheme, Tooting. Plans have been 
approved by housing com. 
Westminster. — Hovsina Scneme. — Westminster 


Housing Trust, Ltd.. are to proceed with second 
stage of housing scheme, comprising multi-storey 
flats, nursery school, etc. Architect, . Milton 
Harvey, F.R.I.B.A., 3, Raymond-bldgs., W.C.1 
Woolwich.—Hospita, ADpDITION.—New out- patients’ 


block, Memorial Hospital, Shooters Hill, S.E.18. 
Plans by Pite. and Fairweataher, 6, Queen 
Anne’s-gate, 5.W.1 

(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—T.C. propose 90 houses at Dunny- 
shop Farm. J. Buick, Boro’ E. 

Aintree.—Kingsway Housing 
houses. 

Anglesey.—E.C. to include second instalment of 
Llangefni Sec. Sch. (£112,613) and Holyhead Sch. 
in 1951-2 programme. Menai Bridge Infants’ on 
reserve list. 

Blackpool.—T.C. seek M.H. approval for moderni- 
sation of Bispham refuse disposal works, at 
£48,600. A. S. Hamilton, Boro’ § 

Bury.—T.C. to erect further houses at Deardens, 
Freetown, Chesham Fold and Redvales. 

Carlisie.—Approval was given to a proposal to 
build a memorial halk in memory of the town’s war 
dead. Cost, 

Coventry. —New Church of St. Francis of Assisi, 
North Radford. Cost, £20,000. Plans by J. Harold 
Gibbons, F.R.I.B.A:, 16, Crooked Usage, N.3. 

Durham. ity Council considering provision of 
community centre at Haig-cres., Sherburn-rd. 
estate.—Governors of Bede College propose exten- 
sion to north-east wing of college. Architects are 
Cordingley & MclIntryre, Durham. 

Durham.—Cassop Workmen’s Club are planning 
erection of new club premises and also a steward’s 
house. No architect has yet been selected.—Plans 
by G. H. Gray, Camden-st., North Shields, for 
factory exfensions on Dragonville estate, for Dar- 
ham Industries, Ltd., have been approved. —R. 
surveyor (K. G. Miller) has been asked to include 
in layout plans for 60 houses at,Sherburn, 14 bunga- 


Assoc. propose 50 


a. 24 two-bedroomed and 22 three-bedroomed 
ouses. 

Epsom.—Outpatients’ block, pathological block 
and extension of boiler-house, Epsom Hospital. 
Cost, £200,000. Architect, _Gordon Jeeves, 
F.R.1.B.A., 61, coer’ pl., S.W.1. 

Haltwistle.—R.D.C. to ¢ jevelop new mining village 


Plans for the estate have been 
It is pro- 


at Halton-lea-Gate. 
submitted to county planning authority, 
posed to proceed with 54 houses. 
Hereford.—T.C. approved layout for 14 houses at 
Hereford-rd.—Cty. iS to prepare new design for 
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‘“*THE BUILDER” PRICES 


INCREASE IN MAXIMUM PRICES OF 
GYPSUM PLASTERBOARD 


In consequence of increased production costs, 
mainly raw materials and carriage, the Minister of 
Works has authorised an increase of 1}d. per sq. yd. 
in the maximum prices of Gypsum Plasterboard, 
operating as regards deliveries made on and after 
Monday, February 12. 











flats at Hunderton. 
Manchester.—T.C. 
Park-rd., Stretford, 


City A. 
Northampton. —B.C. approved layout plan for 92 


new bus garage at 


propose 5 
L. C. Howitt, 


at £200,000. 


houses and block of garages at Cherry Orchard 
Farm site. 

Nottingham.—T.C. propose 166 houses and 11 
garages at Arnold-rd., Daybrook. 


approved following expendi- 
nursery sch., St. Peter’s-st. 
(£22,025); Douglas, Infants’ 3-classrooms (£9,249). 

Rotherham.—B.C. approved plans for :—Adapta- 
tion of ‘ Southlands,” as old people’s home.—Pro- 
pose conveniences at Clifton Park and Herring- 
thorpe playing field, for which quantity surveyor is 
Henry Vale, Wolverhampton. —Vehicle body build- 
ing works hop, at Sheffield-rd., for Road Haulage 
Executive.—58 houses between East Bawtry-rd. and 
Wickersley-rd., for Sir Osbert Sitwell.—Offices and 
storage accommodation at Fitzwilliam-rd., for 
Knowles Woodworking, Ltd. 

Runcorn.—U.D.C. approved revised layout for 433 
houses at Town Hall estate.—Approved plans for a 
licensed residential hotel * Town Hall estate, for 
Greenall- Whitley & Co., 

Stockport. —Cornbrook Chemical Co. propose ex- 
tensions to works.—T. & J. Smith, Ltd., propose ex- 
tensions to mills.—M.O.W. propose extensions to 
Head Post Office.—B.C. approved plans for:—Exten- 
sions to engineering works, Bramhall-la., for Mirr- 
lees, Bickerton & Day.—Engineernig workshop, etc., 
at Kingston-st., for Bennett & Haines.—16 houses 
at Dalby-gr. and Bis shop-st., for J. & A. Jackson, 
Ltd., and T. Davies & Son, Ltd.—Engineering 
workshop at Waterloo-rd., for B.D.M. Engineering 
Co., Ltd.—Licensed hotel at Brinnington Mount, 
Brinnin; gton-rd., for F. Robinson, Ltd.—Factory at 
Haigh-st. and Broadstone Hall-rd. South, for Stock- 
port Steel & Tool Co., Ltd.—Block of flats at Clare- 
mont-rd., for J. Cresswell. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—T.C. 


Nottingham.—E.C, 
tures:—Radford, new 


has decided to submit to 


M.H. a £65,000 scheme for new swimming-baths at 
North End recreation ground. Boro’ A, a RD, 
Hartley, 28, The Square, Stockton-on-Tees. 


Tamworth.— Proposed College of Further Educa- 
tion, for Staffs C.C. in 1951 programme (£85,600). 

Washington (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. to build 240 
houses on Oxford-av. site—M.H. has authorised 
U.D.C. to obtain tenders for 80 houses, Oxford-av., 
and to build 18 houses by direct labour, Blue House- 
la. Plans by U.D.C. Surveyor. 

Wigan.—M.0.E. approved first stage of College of 
Further Education, at £155,000 To commence 
before March 31 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes yecommenaed for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

§ Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart. 
ments. 


Aberdeenshire.—Additions and alterations on the 
Pitsligo school. George Bennett Mitchell & Son, 
architects, 1, West Craibston- st., Bon Accord: 
sq., Aberdeen. Building, brick ~ and allied work, 
*A’ I. Chalmers & Son, New Pitsligo. Slating and 
allied work, *Douglas Thomson, Fras serburgh, 
Plaster, laths and_ allied works, *Buchanan 
& Son, Fraserburgh. Plumber, sanitary en. 
gineering and allied works, *David Baird, 
New  Pitsligo. Joinery, carpentry and allied 
works, *Alexander Buchanan, Fraserburgh. 
Heating engineering installation works, *G. N. 
Haden & Sons, Ltd., Glasgow and Aberdeen. Paint- 
ing, decorating, glazing and allied works, *John 
Duthee, Fraserburgh. Electricity fittings ‘and in- 
stallation, *Messrs, Donalds, Fraserburgh. 

Birkenhead.—W ar-damage repairs . 5, Conway 
st., for B.C.: *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., 
Birkenhead, “£18,500. 

Blackpool.—21 houses (Contract 14) at Mereside 
estate, for T.C.: *Simmons Bros., 71, Lancaster-rd., 
Maston, £28,707. 

Bollington.—Erection 
Spinners & Doublers, 
berbirch, High-st. 

Carlisle.—90 terrace- -type 
T.C.: *John Laing & Son, 
lisle, £96,294 

Chelsea.— 
st., S.W.1. 
Church; st., S.W.3: 
) 
gh ee savings bank at Darlington. 
Architects, Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger House, 
a -st., Newcastle: *R. Blackett & Sons. Dar. 
ington 

Derby.—102 houses at Mackworth estate, for T.C.: 
*Direct Labour, £121,253. Infants’ school at 
Brackens-la., Allenton: *Vic Hallam, Ltd., Valley 

forks, Langley Mill, £34,787. Alterations and 
adaptations at Normant on House: Ford & Weston, 


for Fine 
*H. Cum. 


at Harraby, for 
Dalston-rd, Car. 


of day nursery, 
Ltd., Manchester: 
Solling gton. 

houses 
Lid., 


Pont- 
139, Old 
Cloudesley- 


Columba’s Church, 
F.R.1I.B.A 
Ltd., 


Re building St. 
Edward Maufe, 
*Dove Bros., 












Ltd., Osmaston-rd., £4, 

Dipton (Co. Durham). = esiien of television 
station at Pontop Pike: *George McCall, Ltd., 
Woodlands, New Herrington, Co. Durham. 
~ Dudley.—Eight police houses, for B.C.: a son 
&*Powis, 1, North Bank-st., Coseley, £13 

Durham.—60 houses at Sherburn, 54 at. Beapar 
and six at Framwel te Moor, for R.D. Sur- 
veyor, K. G. Miller: Dir ect. Labour. 

Eccles.—24 flats at E! llesmere Park, for Bi. 
*Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £28,900. 

Glasgow.—Additions and alterations at 139-145, 
Dundas-st., near George-sq. *Colin Hunter, Ltd., 
92, Buccleugh-st., Cowcaddens, Glasgow, W.C. 

Glasgow. —New police houses at Trigel- st., Mary- 
hill. Mr. Archibald J. Jury, architect, Housing 
Offices, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, 
E.C. Excavation, brick and building work, T, 


£3,819. Joinery, car: 


MacDougall & Go., Ltd., 
*John Livingstone & Son 


pentry and allied works. 
(Contractors), Ltd,, £1,542. Roof tiling and pebble 
rougdcasting works, *D. D. Wardrop, £3,644. 
Plumber and sanitary engineering and allied works, 
*John Crawford & Co. (Plumbers), Ltd., £581. 
Plaster, laths and allied works, Harry Sutton, 


£537. 

Gos; -—89 houses at 
“Hawkins Bros (Gosport), 
to M.H. approval). 

Hexham.—28 houses at Acomb, Hexham. 
tects, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., 
castle; *J. H. Newman & Sons, Hexham. 

Holborn.—Multi-storey offices, 68-70, Red Lion-st., 
W.C.1. Leslie C. Norton, architect, 16, Clifford- 
st., W.1: *B. Sunley & Sons, Ltd., 34, St. James’s- 
t., 8.W.1. 

Hull.—Rebuilding Shell House, Ferensway: 
*Spooners (Hull), Ltd., Stoneferry, £59,977. 

Lanarkshire.—38 houses on a Strathavon site for 


Rowner estate, for T.C. 
Ltd., £116,045 (subject 


Archi- 
New- 


€.C. Mr. Samuel MacColl, A.R.I.B.A., architects 
Council-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. | *Lanark- 
shire Direct Labour Department, Motherwell- 
Wishaw. 

Leamington Spa.—27 houses at Stud Farm estate, 
for T.C.: *Lewis & Watters, Ltd., Farm-bldgs., 


Lime-av., Leamington, £34,827. 
Leeds.—Erection of Beckett Park primary school, 


for E.C.: *N. B. Bell & Co., Ltd., Frankland-ter., 
Leeds 7, £103,162. 

Liverpool.—_New boiler-house and extensions at 
Burroughs Garden Wash-house: *J. & E. Aspinall, 
Liverpool, £10,623 

L.c.c.—W: ar-damage repairs and improvements 
at Downham county secondary girls’ ‘schoo 


(Lewisham South) :— 


William Mills & Sons, Ltd., Greenwich ... £40,122 
Herbert Richardson & Sons, Ltd., Erith ... 38,716 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., St. 
Marylebone . : ve 38,534 
Hill € Gurr, Ltd., Bromley z w+ 37,853 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich we 37,683 
Stone & Co. (London), Ltd.. Croydon... 37,4%8 
Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 37,246 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., Kensington... 37,237 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich ... BE ... 36,448 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... 36,392 
Arthur J. Tatham, Orpington .. ... 36,122 
The Demolition & Construction Co., “‘Ltd., am 


Westminster 





for 
Jar- 


ynt- 


ley- 


lar. 
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Truett « Steel, Ltd, Thornton Heath... 35,572 
Campbell & McGill, Ltd., Chislehurst . 
*Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., Sidcup... 
Comparable estimate of architect in private prac- 
tice responsible for work is £37,638 

Brection of county primary school at Linda-st., 


Batters 


John Mow! em & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... £103,870 
C. P, Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn ... ey 100,760 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury ... aa mee 100,703 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 98,733 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 97,988 
w. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham 97,893 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 96 942 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth 96,830 
William Willett, Ltd., Westminster ... ‘ 96,285 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster... 95,457 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Lid., Kensington 94,878 
*Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wandsworth 93,870 
Comparable estimate of architects in _— 
practice responsible for the work is £94,9 
Wardamage repairs and improvements i reffrye 
museum (Shoreditch and Finsbury) :— 

Mjohn Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth --» £21,464 
a : Dean, Ltd., Leyton Jee . 21,185 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth 20,350 


arson & Son, Ltd., Broad "Ste 
. - Hee . a . 20,124 





cP. Roberts & Co., “Ltd. “Holborn ... 19,820 
W. Shurmur & Sons, Ltd., Hackney ... 19,380 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury my 19,134 
Dove Bros., Ltd., Islington . 18,938 
Jalbraith Bros., Ltd., Holborn... 18,554 
Thos. Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford . «. 18,443 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington .- 18,411 
R. J. Truscott, Ltd., West Ham . 18,363 
*Yeomans & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 16,222 
Comparable estimate of. architects in private 
practice responsible for work is £17,500 
Repairs and adaptations at Mawbey- rd. school 
(Camberwell, Peckham) :— . 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster... .. £29,201 
Mansfield & Neil, Ltd., Minories, E.C.3 ... 28,701 
S. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lambeth ... 28,526 
rE. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark.. 27,885 
Bernard Sunley & ‘Sons, Ltd., Westminster 27.762 
Yeomans & Partners, Ltd... St. Marylebone 26,562 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., bt gg ea 25,997 
Thomas Tierney & Co., Poplar ... 25,939 


F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Broad Street- 

i) wes 25,362 
Truett & Steel, Ltd., Thornton Heath 24,689 
*J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Croydon . 23,994 
Comparable estimate of Architects, in "private 
practice responsible for work is £25,4 

Repairs after damage by fire, and , ATE 
at Plough-rd. school (Battersea South) :— 


ridge Walker, Ltd., Lambeth _.., «» £22,334 

Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington me a 21,874 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham .., 20,429 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. Wandsworth ~* w-- 20,254 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., Kensington ... 19,655 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley ... 19,647 
Gorham (Contractors), Ltd., St. Maryle- 


bone ; aid ms pa oh «. 19,599 


af Bilion, Ltd., Marylebone ... ee, 19,563 
L. V Whitehead? San Wandsworth ... 19,497 
H. th bee. & Sons, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 19,089 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth 18,665 
Woodcock Bros. (Wimbledon), Tits. 
Wimbledon ... Pr 18,206 
*J. Tyler & Sons, “Ltd., " Chelsea = 17,200 


Comparable estimate of architect in private prac- 
tice responsible for work is £17,600. 

Wardamage repairs and improvements at Yer- 
bury-rd. schoo] (Islington North) :— 


Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham .-» £27,979 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham ... 26.374 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... 26,315 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington ... 26.280 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone +. 26,220 
Norman Sinclair, 'Ltd., Ealing .. 25,666 
Yeomans & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 25,307 
H. Parfitt & Sons, Ltd,, Willesden ... ; 25,238 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Lid., Holborn ... 25.200 


*Frank Batty & Smith, Ltad., Paddington 23.723 
Comparable estimate of architect, in-private prac- 
tice responsible for work is £23 


War-damage repairs and adadad at Beau- 

fort House school (Fulham) :— 

Gratton Wilson, we Stratford... w-. £23,226 

Prestige & Co., Ltd ., Westminster ... 

wae Sunley & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 22,973 
Marston & Son, Lid., Fulham .. 22.900 


so 4, (Contrac tors), Ltd., Kensington... 22.868 

tyant & Son, Ltd., Westminster . 22,857 
S Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster... 22.650 
Yeomans & Partners, Ltd. St. Marylebone 22.630 
Norman Sinclair, Lid. Ealing .. 21,645 
Galbraith Bros. Holborn |. 21,425 
Mansfield & Nei ‘ind Minories, E.C.3 |... 21.189 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wandsworth 21,179 


*Marshall, Andrew & Co., Ltd. ele 20.567 
mparable estimate of architect in private prac- 
tice responsible for work is £23,000. 


Construction of foundations and drainage for 


Kidbrooke comprehensive high school (Green- 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark... £110,724 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn... .. 104.795 
Richard Costain, Lid., Westminster é 99.309 
Thomas & Edge. Ltd:, Woolwich ... 98.945 
‘A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham... 98.818 
Persons Ltd., Finsbury .. .-» 98,166 

H. Smith’ (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 97/587 
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Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., West- 
minster . coe §=©— 91,25 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), ‘Litd., ‘Cheam 96,963 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., West- 
minster “ «-. 94,987 
Gee Walker & Slater, Ltd. is st. “Marylebone 89,975 
*J. Garreti & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth ,890 


Comparable estimate of architect in private prac- 
tice responsible for work is £88,194 


War-damage repairs and improvements at King- 


wood-rd. school (Fulham, W.) :— 
McManus & Co., Ltd., Whetstone .. £32,194 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley ... 30,983 
Sloggetfs (Contractors), Ltd., Kensington... 30.800 
Stewart & Partners. Ltd., St. Marylebone... 30,618 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington sa sve 29,997 
H. T, Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lambeth ... 29,953 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham ... .-- 29.263 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston = - 28.863 
Norman Sinclair, Ltd. Ealing nie 28.820 
Frank Batty & Smith, Ltd., Paddington.. 27,704 
Trollope & Sons (London) , Ltd., “West- 

minster ae ... 26,016 
“Woodcock Bros. * (Wimbledon), Ltd., Wimble- 

don 25,420 


Comparable estimate of architects in ‘priv ate prac- 
tice responsible for work is £26,00 

War-damage repairs and ae el at Wandle 
school, Wandsworth :— 


P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn ... £58,960 
The Demolition & Construction Co., 
Westminster... iad eg oa ... 58.401 

Frank Batty & Smith, Ltd., Paddington... 58.316 


Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 58.150 
* Roberts & Co., Ltd., big tminster... 54,529 
. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham ... ..- 54,093 
Mf H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 49.876 
Truett & Steel, Ltd., Croydon tee ss ... 48.975 
L. & W. Whitehead, Ltd., Lambeth .. .-- 48,380 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth © ... 48,100 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., Kensington 47,960 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lambeth ... > 44238 
Trollope & Sons (London), Ltd., West- 
minster sii wa ane wan .-- 46,504 
*Woodcock Bros. (Wimbledon), Ltd., Wim- 
bledon.. 46,244 


Work is being carried out under ‘supervision of 
firm of architects in eos practice whose com- 
parable estimate is £48, 

Construction of 72 roy in two three-storey blocks 
with staircase access, 13 garages and other work 
on two sites at junction of Sutton By-pass and 
Green-la.. St. Helier estate, Morden :- 

M.. Jd. eee en Ltd., North 

Chea ais set «.. £124,792 
Hall, Beddall. & Co.. Ltd., Lambeth... 124.742 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd.. Westminster 123.869 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington |.. 123,167 
Lavender. McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 122.931 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury .. es ... 120.859 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth 120,000 


W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston- -upon- 

Thames Zz --- 119,262 
C. F. Kearley, Ltd., Chistick ... 118,300 
*Kent & Sussex Contractors, “Ltd., ”“West- 

minster 117,345 


Comparable estimate of "director of housing and 
valuer is £116,02 21. 
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Erection of county primary school, Finchley-rd., 
St. Marylebone: *Tersons, Ltd., (extension of con- 
tract). 

L.cC.C.—Erection of a county primary school on 
the Kingsmead estate, Hackney. 

M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam... £57,663 
Kent and Sussex estebasa aban Lid., West- 


minster 56,568 
C. P. Roberts & Cow Ltd., “Holborn ... 55,427 
Prestige & Co., Westminster . 54,987 
F. R. Hipperson v7 Son, Ltd,, Broad. i, 

E.C.2 . 54,674 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster . 54,496 


Patman and Fotheringham Ltd., Islington 54,311 
W. J. Simms, Sons and Cooke, Ltd., St. 
Marylebone ws 
*Chas. S. Foster & Sons, Loughton . : 
The comparable estimate of the architect in 
private practice responsible for the work ig £54,900. 


L.C.C.—War-damage repairs and improvements 


at Dalston county secondary school, ilton-way, 
Hackney. 
W. J. Simms, Sons and Cooke, Ltd., St. 
Marylebone ... . 243,997 
The Demolition and “Construction Co., Ltd., 
Westminster 41,950 
Thomas Tierney & Co., Ltd., Poplar --. 41,540 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., West minster... .-. 40,964 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., ‘Southwark. 40,527 
- rt Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Broad-st. wi, 
Tersons, ‘Litd., “Finsbury |... 39,767 
age & Co., Ltd, Whetstone 39,640 
. H. Gaze & Sons, Lid., Kingston ... .. 39,483 
Y and W. Whitehead, Ltd., Lambeth  ...~ 39.286 
Yeomans & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 39,029 
Truett and Steel, Ltd., Croydon a .. 38,341 
Thos. Bates & Son, Ltd., eee his ... 38,100 
*J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley ... 37,271 


The comparable estimate of the architects’ in 
private practice responsible for the work is £37,773. 


London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 


placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Ad 
miralty. Ditton Priors, gs a Re-laying 
permanent way, Caffin & Co., Ltd., 25, Crown-st., 
London, W.C.2. 

London (British Railways).—British Railways, 
London Midland Region, announce that contracts 
have been placed as follows :— 

C. A. Horton, Ltd., Brierley Hill, Staffordshire, 


erection of a temporary footbridge in connection 
with the reconstruction of Bridge No. 2 on the 
Stour Valley Line at Birmingham, Navigation-st. ; 
Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., 175, Nortcote-rd., London, 
S.W.11, labour for cleaning and painting of roof 
over platforms 1 to 10 at Euston; E. Wood & Son, 
Ltd., 70, Park-st., Derby, for rebuilding of trim- 
ming shop at Wolverton ‘Carriage & Wagon Works. 

G. F. Tomlinson & Sons, Ltd., City-rd., Derby, 
concrete paving, foundations, pit supports and 
straining posts, ete., for wagon traverser in the 
Toton Up Yard Modernisation Scheme; Sharrocks, 


Ltd., 229, Spotland-rd., Rochdale, Lancs, labour 
for cleaning and painting of the Midland side 
roofs at Birmingham, New-st. station; Arundel 


(Contractors), Ltd., 70, Harris-st., Bradford, labour 
for cleaning and painting of Sheffield, Wicker 
Goods Depot; Demolition and Construction Co.. 
Ltd., 3, St. James’s s-sq., London, §.W.1, for the part 
removal and part renewal (with other contractors) 
of roof coverings of Willesden South Carriage Shed. 

gLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended February 10:— 

London: Ministry of Labour, 19-32-33, St, James’s 
sq., S.W.1. Interior painting and cleaning, South 
London Decorators, Mattindale-rd., Balham, 8.W.12; 
Gerrard telephone exchange and telephone mana- 
ger’s office Interior painting, South London Decora- 
tors, Martindale-rd., Balham, 8.W.12; Victoria and 
Albert Museum, S.W pA Construction of photographic 
studio, John Garlick (1910), Ltd., 147, King’s-rd., 
8.W.3; Treasury Old-bidgs., Ww hitehall, Interior 
ainting, J. Scott Fenn, Ltd., 42 Calderwood- rd., 
Voolwich, S.E.; Cornwall! House, Stamford- st., S.E.1, 
Internal painting. George Jones & Sons (Contrac. 
tors), Ltd., 27b, Kensington Church-st., W.8; Church 
House, Gt. Smith- st., S.W.1, Internal decorations, 
J. Scott Fenn, Ltd., 42, Calderwood-st., Woolwich, 
8.E.18; 9-11, John ‘Adam-st., W.C.2, War-samage 
repairs and redecorations, Galliraith Bros., Ltd., 
High Holborn, W.C.1 
Angus : Edzell public school. Erection of tempor- 
ary school buildings, R. Pert & Son, Ltd., Lower 
Balmain-st.. Montrose. Cheshire: Rake-la., New 
Brighton, Erection of New Brighton & Wallasey 
telephone exchange, James Tomkinson & Co., Ltd., 
22, Roscommon-st., Liverpool. Durnam : Ministry 
of Labour, Employment row Pallion, Sunder 
land, Extension, Randle & Co., Ltd., Cedric Joinery 
Works, Back Dunelm, Sunderland. Lancashire : 
Head post office and telephone exchange, Crompton- 
st.. Bury, Extensions. ompson & Brierley, Ltd., 
Union Sawmills, Boundary- st., Bury. Norfolk’: Diss, 
Erection of head post office, R. G. Carter, Ltd., 
Drayton, Norwich. 

Northumberland : Forestry Commission, Harwood, 
Erection of one pair of houses, Isaac Berriman, The 


Woodlands Joiner Works, Fencehouses; Forestry 
Commission, Falstoene, Erection of xe pairs of 
houses, R. W. Bell & Co. (Builders) Mistletoe- 


rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Surre Th wow Heath, 
Erection of crown buildings, ruett & Steel, 
High-st., Thornton Heath. Sussex: Bed ebury, ar. 
Flimwell, Erection of one pair of foresters’ houses 
Godwin & Sons, 3, Sackville-rd., Soxhiltan tes: 
Wiltshire : Tidworth Barracks, Repairs to barracks, 
J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill. 
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Hants. Worcester : Cockshott-rd., Malvern, Erec- 
tion of 12 houses and garages, Spicers (Builders), 


Worcester. 


Ltd., Omberley-rd., Yorkshire : 








Hessle, 
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Erection of head post office, Quibell & Son, Ltd., 354, 
Beverley-rd., Hutt. 
qLondon (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 


Dept. during week ended February 10 :— 

Glasgow: Fencing, Maxwell M. Hart (Glasgow), 
Ltd., Glasgow. Wilts: Building, A. J. Dunning & 
Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill. Yorks : Miscellaneous, 
Wade Construction Ceo., Ltd., Rotherham. Durham : 
Miscellaneous, J. Burnett & ‘Son, Birtley. Glam : 
Miscellaneous, P. Gaylard & Son, Ltd., Bridgend, 
Glam. 

Salop : Roadwork, E. & E. Rogers, Ltd., Shrews- 
bury. Hants: Roadwork, W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., 


Roadwork, O. J. 
Waterproofing, 
Welling, Kent. 


_ Somerset : 
Bristol. Devon: 
(Welling), Ltd., 


Kingston-on-Thames. 
Elliott & Co., Ltd., 
The Decraspray Co. 


Bucks: Building, Geo. Linnecor & Son, Ltd., Bir- 
mingham 6. Essex: Repairs to sea walls, Percy 
Bilton, Ltd., London, W.1. Sussex Roadwork, 


Kaymat, Ltd., Horsham. 

Middlesbrough.—64 houses on the Berwick Hills 
estate, for T.C. J. A Kenyon, Boro’ E.: *S. & E. 
Lowe (12); *J. Oakley (12); *T. Pearson (10) ; 
“J, Day (0); *J. W. Emmerson (10); *R. C. 
McInnes (10). (All local builders.) 

Middiewich (Cheshire).—56 houses, Chadwick 
Field estate, for U.D.C. R J. B Wilkinson, sur- 
veyor, Victoria-bldgs., Middlewich: *C. Earl, Kin- 
derton-st., Middlewich (12 houses), £15,289; *J. W. 
Swinton, Hassall-rd., Sandbach (44 houses), 
£55,650. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—44 houses and 12 maison- 
nettes at Silverdale, for B.C.: Madew & Wardle, 


Ltd., Central Works, Market-la., Newcastle, Staffs, 
£66,000. 

Nigeria.—New Sead College. Maxwell, Fry 
& Jane Drew, FF.R.I.B.A., al i ppaaiaaale pl., W.1: 
*Cappa & D’Alberto, Ltd., £60 

Padiham.—24 houses at Slade. la. estate, for 
U.D.C.: *Direct Labour. 

Rawtenstall.—Houses for B.C. at Staghills 


estate: *Ashworth & Hobson, Burnley-rd. (18); *G. 
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Old Chester-rd., 


February 23, 1951 


Burnley-rd. (10); six at 
Edgside: *H. Trickett ¢ 
10 at Lumb: *H. § 
Whitewell Bottom, 
approval). 


Clayton & Sons, Ltd., 
Grange-rd. and 10 at 
Sons, Ltd.., Crawshawbooth ; 
Hargreaves, 7, Elizabeth- st., 
Rossendale (subject to M.H. 
Rochdale.—207 dwellings at Kirkholt estate, for 
T.C.: *Wm. Townson & Sons, Ltd., Park Hill-st, 
Bolton (subject to M.H. approval). 
- Rotherham.—143 houses at Kirkholt estate, for 
B.C.: *O. Weaver & Sons, Ltd., Harlington. rd., 
Mexborough. Ambulance garage, and fire servics 
re pair =— at pn kine-rd., for T.C.: *Beeden, Ltd,, 


roads and sewers, for 


estate No. 3, for 
Barton-rd. - 
conveniences at 

Sale, £4,514. 


a 









— 50 houses, 
; Ltd., London. 
‘Sale. —40 houses at Baguley-la. 
T.C.: *F. Entwisle & Co., Ltd., 
hulme, £49,147. Mortuary and 
cemetery: *Moore & Son, Ltd., 
Durham).—34 houses at Burnop. 
, for U.D.C. J. ®. Heslop, S.: *Direct Labour, 
Stockport.—54 houses at Honldsworth estate, for 


T.C.: *W. Farley & Co., Ltd., Longford-rd., W. Red. 
di sh. Stockport, £72,250. 
Stoke-on-Trent.—Erection of Lyme-rd. c.p. school, 
for E.C.: *C. Cornes & Sons, Ltd., Lichfield-st,. 
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, £55,786. 
Sunderland.—Five shops and flats at the june. 
HC 


for T.C. , 
House, Stockton-rd., 
Hilda’s Works, 


tion of Hylton-la. and Holborn-rd., 
Bishop, Boro’ A., 
Sunderland: *G. H. 


Grange 
Plemper, St. 
Sunderland, £18,725. 

Walsall. —Conversion of ‘“ Croxdene,” 
as a children’s recevtion centre: *J. & F. 
Ltd., Pinfold, Bloxwich, £4,230. 

West Bridgford (Notts).—20 eae per ‘sons’ dwell. 
ings at Valley-rd. estate, for U°D.C.: *A. C. But 
er & Son, Plains-rd., iMapperley, Notting hate 
£19,118. 

Wharfedale.—16 houses at Breary-la., 
for R.D.C.: *Tom Smith (Otley), Ltd., Otley. 

Whitehaven.—Erection of workshops, stores and 
garages, for the ‘a et paeiees Electricity Board. 
Jonathon Saul, L.R.I.B.A., National Provincial 
Bank-chbrs., Worki ngton:. *John Twiname, Ltd. 
Brigham, Cockermouth, 34. 


Bloxwich, 
Wootton 


Bramhope, 
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